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 Early last year, the Parachute Industry Association (PIA) issued a 
bold challenge to the supporters of the International Skydiving Museum 
& Hall of Fame. The PIA, with a vote of all in attendance at a regular 
meeting, committed to match every new gift to the museum made 
during 2025—up to $500,000. With half a million dollars available, the 
race to meet the match was underway.
 As the year-end deadline for the match approached in December, 
a strong, focused effort was made to bring in at least $500,000 in new 
gifts. Our loyal supporters came through! Eighty-seven new gifts allowed 
for the museum to receive the full amount of the challenge gift.
 At a PIA meeting in early 2026, PIA President Roberto Montañez, 
accompanied by the full PIA Executive Committee and many museum 
Trustees, presented an oversized check for $500,000 to Director of 
Development Jim McCormick. 
 Thank you to all of you who made it possible for PIA’s generous 
gift to be doubled and result in $1,000,000 in new support for the 
museum.

PIA Gift Matched in Full!

Skydive Perris Exceeds—Again!
 In 2025, Skydive Perris and the Conatser family received the Museum’s 
Trustees Award for their extraordinary voluntary support of the museum. 
At the end of the year, they once again made clear why they were so 
deserving of that recognition.
 For the second year, the Skydive Perris Christmas Boogie served as a 
benefit for the museum. Revenue for the museum was generated through a donation for each jump 
made during the boogie, including jumps out of the Skydive Perris DC-9 jet. A very successful bean bag 
drop raffle featuring fabulous gifts from Cookie Helmets, Gold State Gear, ALTI-2, Sound Sentri, Skydive 
Perris, P3 Skydiving and Performance Designs added to the total.
 Additional funds came from thirty-nine 
participants who had the thrill of “flying” down 
the runway in Diane Conatser’s “Back to the 
Future” DeLorean sports car. Plus, four jumpers 
became Ambassadors. Our Ambassadors Donna 
Wardean, Danielle Barlow and Doug Pinkham 
went all out to support the effort and bring in 
the funds.

SPRING/SUMMER 2026

Above left: Director of Development Jim McCormick (left) with Ambassador 
and Advocate Doug Pinkham promoting the museum and raising funds.
Left: Ambassadors Donna Wardean (left) and Diane Conatser have fun 
selling lots of plates for the bean bag drop raffle.

PIA President Roberto Montañez presenting the $500,000 check to Museum 
Director of Development Jim McCormick, who is accompanied by Museum Trustees 
(back, from left) James La Barrie, Curt Bachman, Pat Thomas, and Adam Schmucker 

and PIA Executive Committee members Vinny Salatino (front) and Matt Zwicker

The extraordinary Skydive Perris DC-9 framed by museum windblades.
Photo by Ambassador Marc Leglise.



Our Valued Supporters: Thank You!

 

William Ottley Circle  
($1 million & above) 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund  
Parachute Industry Association 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Vakos Development Company 
Larry Van Tuyl 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci Circle 
($500,000–$999,999)  
Paul & Nancy Fayard 
Kirk Knight (in memory of Larry & Cindi  
    Bagley) 
Minerd Foundation 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen  

 

Chairman’s Circle  
($100,000–$499,999)  
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
   Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc. 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Karen Dean 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Alan Eustace 
John Higgins 
Don Jenkins 
Mile-Hi Skydiving Center  
Brian Day O’Connor 
ParaLoft Inc/Dave DeWolf 
Lenny Potts 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Sun Path Products, Inc./Pat Thomas 
Mark Thompson 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC &                 
   Vigil America 
United States Parachute Association  
Ron Zais 

 

Founder’s Circle ($50,000–$99,999)  
Anonymous 
Robert Bonitz 
Ben & Diane Conatser 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & Mike Beck  
Tom “Capt 36” Hayes 
Bill Kitchen 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Perris Valley Aviation Services/Pat  
   & Melanie Conatser 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Tim Saltonstall 
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life 
The VanDerPas Family Trust 
Howard White 

 

President’s Circle ($25,000–$49,999)  
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. 
Butler Parachute Systems 
Cris Fucci 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Jerry Gleim 
Katie Boyd McVey (in memory of  
   Gene Paul Thacker) 
Linda Miller 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Pat Moorehead’s Team-80 & Team-90 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Performance Designs, Inc.  
Sandy R. & Brenda G. Reid/The Reid Trust  
Bill Schmitt 
Skydive Arizona 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
Beverly Veley (in memory of  
   Bob Veley Jr.) 
Estate of Robert Waspe 
Bruce & Kay Wicks 
 

 

 

 

 

Trustee’s Circle ($10,000–$24,999)  
Australian Parachute Federation 
Jim Baker 
Stephanie Baptiste 
Eric “Ric” & Pat Braman 
Cookie Composites 
Nancy Dwyer 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
Vikki Herst Brooks 
Jeremiah & Nina Jackson 
Thomas Kean 
Michael Kearns 
Don & Susie Kirlin 
Richard Kull 
Marylou Laughlin 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Marshall Madden 
Russ & Julie Manhold 
Jim McCormick 
George Nisson 
Ocean State Innovations/ 
   Performance Textiles Division 
Doug Pinkham 
Tom Reiman 
Robert “Rhyno” Rhynearson 
Myrt Rose 
The Gabriel and Julie Schulze Fund 
The Salatino Family 
Larry Stein 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 
Jo Timmsen 
Billy Whitaker 
Dick & Judy Williams 
Graeme & Chris Windsor 
Jan Works 
 

Thank you to members of our  
“Legacy Society” who have  
included the International Skydiving 
Museum in their wills 
Anonymous 
The Captain/Martin Family Trust 
Randy Connell 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Becky Livingstone Davies 
Dave DeWolf 
Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Doug Garr 
Jack & Renee Gregory 
John Higgins 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Kearns 
Kirk Knight 
Carol Laithwaite (on behalf of  
   Brian Laithwaite) 
Jim McCormick 
Linda Miller 
Daniel G. Myers (in memory of Kathy Barry)
Chris Needels 
George Nisson 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Sandy R. & Brenda G. Reid/The Reid Trust
Gregory P. Robertson 
Larry Stein 
Jo Timmsen 
Pat Works 
 

Campaign Leaders  
Anonymous 
Australian Parachute Federation 
Larry & Cindi Bagley 
Jim Baker 
Robert Bonitz 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc./Peter & Patricia  
   Bourdon 
Eric “Ric” & Pat Braman 
Butler Parachute Systems 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Ben & Diane Conatser 
Cookie Composites 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
 

 

 

Campaign Leaders (cont.) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & Mike Beck
Nancy Dwyer 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Alan Eustace 
Paul & Nancy Fayard 
Cris Fucci 
Jerry Gleim 
Tom “Capt 36” Hayes 
John Higgins 
Jerry & Nina Jackson 
Don Jenkins 
Thomas Kean 
Don & Susie Kirlin 
Bill Kitchen 
Kirk Knight 
Richard Kull 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/Robert 
    & Jeanine Feldman 
Marshall Madden 
Jim McCormick 
Katie Boyd McVey (in memory of  
   Gene Paul Thacker) 
Linda Miller 
Minerd Foundation 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Ocean State Innovations/ 
   Performance Textiles Division 
Brian Day O’Connor 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Parachute Industry Association 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
   Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc. 
ParaLoft Inc/Dave DeWolf 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
Perris Valley Aviation Services/Pat &  
   Melanie Conatser 
Doug Pinkham 
Sandy & Brenda Reid 
Tom Reiman 
The Salatino Family 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
The Gabriel and Julie Schulze Fund 
Bill Schmitt 
Skydive Arizona 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Larry Stein 
Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas 
Mark Thompson 
Jo Timmsen 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC & 
   Vigil America 
United States Parachute Association 
Ed VanDerPas 
Larry Van Tuyl 
Beverly Veley 
Billy Whitaker 
Bruce & Kay Wicks 
Graeme & Chris Windsor 
Jan Works 
Ron Zais 
 

Affiliates 
Australian Parachute Federation (APF)     
British Skydiving 
Parachuting Committee of International  
   Military Sports Council (CISM) 
Parachute Association of South Africa  
   (PASA)  
Saudi Arabian Extreme Sports Federation 
    (SAESF) 
United States Parachute Association (USPA)
 

           2025 Donations 
Eagle ($100,000 and above) 
Paul & Nancy Fayard 
Minerd Foundation 
 

Kestrel ($25,000–$49,999)  
Robert Bonitz 
Tom “Capt 36” Hayes 

Platinum ($10,000–$24,999)   
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc./Peter & Patricia  
   Bourdon 
Nancy Dwyer 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Don Jenkins 
Thomas Kean 
Don & Susie Kirlin 
Richard Kull 
Parachute Industry Association 
Perris Valley Aviation Services (Pat &  
   Melanie Conatser) 
Tom Reiman 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas 
 

Gold ($5,000–$9,999)  
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & Mike Beck 
George Galloway 
Marshall Madden 
Katie Boyd McVey (in memory of  
   Gene Paul Thacker) 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
Terry Riecken 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC &                  
   Vigil America 
Solly Williams 
Frederik Winsser 
 

Silver ($1,000–$4,999)  
Jim Baker 
Ballenger International/Chris & Mark  
   Christenson 
Daniel Barney 
Johnny Bateman 
Eric “Ric” & Pat Braman (in memory of  
   Larry & Cindi Bagley) 
Nicole Brewer 
Sherry Butcher 
Richard “Rambo” Calledare 
Donald Carrington 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Ben & Diane Conatser 
Cookie Composites 
Kate Cooper-Jensen 
Kay Cottingham-Robinson 
Ann Curtis 
Ginger Davis 
Dimensional Innovations 
Bob Domeier 
Jan Dunlap 
Deborah Eck 
Fess Edwards 
Cris Fucci 
Ed Ganley 
Vikki Herst Brooks 
John Higgins 
Mark Kruse 
James La Barrie 
Michael & Charmian Larson 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/Robert &  
     Jeanine Feldman 
David G. Lepka 
Russ & Julie Manhold 
Ben Massey 
Jim McCormick 
Linda Miller 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Mike Mullins 
George Nisson 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Linnea Norby 
Brian Day O’Connor 
Mary “Lynn” O’Donnell 
Carol Peri 
Doug Pinkham 
Raider Ramstad 
Sandy R. & Brenda G. Reid/The Reid Trust 
Robert “Rhyno” Rhynearson 
Tim Saltonstall 
 

A special thank you to those donors
who, cumulatively, have contributed
more than $10,000 to the International 
Skydiving Museum (through 2025)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Silver (cont.) 
Richard “Bruno” Schnedl  
   (in memory of Tony Cockrell) 
Eric Seckel 
Mischa Tiny Shuck 
Skydive DeLand 
Skydivers Resurrection Award Group 
Jim & Val Slocum 
Adrian Spence 
Larry Stein 
Barb Terlap 
The Men and Women of the Wings of  
   Blue Parachute Team 
Paul & Mary Thompson 
Jo Timmsen 
Louis Tommaso 
Beverly Veley (in memory of Bob Veley Jr.)
Bill & Pat Wenger 
Peter Wenk 
Dick & Judy Williams 
Karen Woolem 
Jan Works 
Marilyn Wuest 

Bronze ($500–$999)  
Anonymous 
Danielle Barlow 
Albert Berchtold 
Butler Parachute Systems 
Brent Chapman 
Linda Collison 
Ray Cottingham 
Eric Daniel 
Scotty & Louise Gallan 
Doug Garr 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
Norman Heaton 
Crystal & Jackson Hoffman 
Tim Long 
Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Karl & Kathy Poruben 
Lenny Potts 
Reiss Richards 
Barbara Roquemore 
Rodney & Gladysa Sangsland 
Eric Scheibeler 
Skydive Chicago 
Dillon Smith 
John Szumila 
Larry Thomas 
Paula Thues 

STAR Wall  
Anonymous—In memory of Bob Hallett 
Scotty & Louise Gallan—In honor of Scotty,  
   Louise & Eric Gallan 
James La Barrie—In honor of Danny Smith, 
   Skydive Carolina 
Sherry Butcher & Renee Schlater—In  
   memory of Shawn Conley 
(JOS) Russ Manhold—In memory of Bill  
   Jones 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead—In honor of Nancy
    (Kemble) Wilhelm 
Mary & Paul Thompson—In memory of  
   Jean Beck 
The Men and Women of the Wings of  
   Blue Parachute Team—In memory of 
   Bill Jones 

Al King Birthday Fundraiser—David 
Singer, Scott Macario, Jim Brenneman, 
Banks Brazell 

Kim Knor Birthday Fundraiser—Christa 
Mariacher, Craig Gallan, Jimmy Tavino, Eva 
Ralston, Robert Mathews, Alexx Chesney

Kane Landon Birthday Fundraiser—
Janice Landon 

Kēbē San Birthday Fundraiser—
Summer McDowell 

 

In honor of the California Parachute  
   Club 
Allen Silver 
 

In honor of James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Thomas Kean 
 

In honor of RC Garin D729-GW 482  
   APT 67-72 
Ray Garin 
 

In honor of Norman Heaton 
Barbara Roquemore 
 

In honor of Betsy Hoats & Bill Meyer’s  
   wedding 
Matthew Atkins 
Christa Cross 
Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Larry Stein 
 

In honor of Al King 
Cameron King 
 

In honor of Kim Knor 
Barbara Roquemore 
 

In honor of Jim McCormick 
Jason Toll 
 

In honor of Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Ann Oliver 
 

In honor of Luiz Schirmer 
Uellinton Mendes 
 

In honor of Muriel Simbro 
Barbara Roquemore 
 

In honor of Team Raeford 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Lowell & Dori Bachman 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Larry & Cindi Bagley 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Jean Beck 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Doris Byrdwell 
Butler Parachute Systems 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Deborah Hall 
Bruce Jensen 
Terry & Mary Ann Klefisch 
Nancy LaRiviere/Parachute Laboratories,  
   Inc. 
Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Linda Miller 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
Lenny Potts 
Al & Carol Schlichtemeier 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Sun Path Products, Inc./Pat Thomas 
Mary & Paul Thompson 
John Tucker 
Vigil America 
Kathy Williams  
 

In memory of Byron Black 
Richard Baker 
 

In memory of Jerry Bourquin 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Don Brewer 
Nicole Brewer 
 

In memory of Lyle Cameron 
Barbara Cameron 
 

In memory of Brandon Chance 
Anonymous 
 

 

 

 

In memory of Chuck Collingwood 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Shawn “Swoop” Conley
Chuck & June Farrell 
 

In memory of David Dillard 
Roberta Jones Amos 
The Martin County Historical Museum 
 

In memory of Gary Dupuis 
Lenny Potts 
 

In memory of Joe Faulk 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Alfa Roberta Garrison 
Deborah Eck 
 

In memory of Bob Hallett 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
Lenny Potts 
 

In memory of Daryl Henry 
Barbara Roquemore 
 

In memory of Jim Heydorn 
Michael Larson 
 

In memory of Roy Johnson 
Mark Limond 
 

In memory of Col Joe Kittinger 
Linda Miller 
SFC Larry Stafford USA Ret. 
 

In memory of Ed Miller 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Bob Schaffer 
Michael Larson 
 

In memory of Ted Strong 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Gene Paul Thacker 
Linda Miller 
 

In memory of Bob Veley Jr. 
Beverly Veley 
 

In-Kind Donors 
Kamuran ‘Sonic’ Bayrasli 
Brian Bowman 
Canopy Formation Specialists 
Mrs. Gordon Foster 
Scott McDonald 
Mike McGowan 
Daniel T. O’Brien 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
Larry Ransom 
Daniel Wisniewski 
 

2025 Hall of Fame Celebration 
Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
HOF Banquet & Induction Ceremony  
   Presenting Sponsor 
 

Jump Florida 
DZ Venue Sponsor 
 

Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
Hall of Fame Reception Sponsor 
 

Cris Fucci (in memory of Kirk Knight) 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 
 

Team Raeford 
Hall of Fame Banquet Wine Sponsor 
 

Ric & Pat Braman 
Hall of Fame Inductees’ Plaques Sponsor
 
DJ Associates/SSK Industries Inc. 
Shirt Sleeve Co-Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Valley Parachute Ranch (James F.  
   (Curt) Curtis III/Tim Saltonstall) 
   Pioneers Lounge & Early Bird Reception 
   Sponsor  

Mr. & Mrs. & Brian Day O’Connor 
Pioneers of Excellence Lunch Sponsor 

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 

USPA 
Print Media Sponsor 

Dimensional Innovations 
Hall of Fame Inductee Dinners Sponsor 

Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Fireside Chat with Marvin J. McIntyre  
   Sponsor 

Jim Baker 
Pioneers of Excellence Awards Sponsor 

Jan Dunlap 
Pioneers of Excellence Tribute Jump  
   Sponsor 

CYPRES 
Lanyard Sponsor 

Gold Table Sponsors 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Paul & Nancy Fayard 
Don & Susie Kirlin 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
Skydive DeLand 
Sun Path Products, Inc./Pat Thomas 
UPT—2 Tables 
Vigil America 

Ten-Way Tables 
Cookie Composites 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III  
Friends of Rook Nelson 
John Higgins 
Tom Piras Friends & Family—2 Tables 
POPS 
Skydive Perris  
Bill Wenger 
 

 

Reminder: The deadline for
Hall of Fame nominations 

is November 30! 
Visit our website to 

submit a nomination!

 The International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2025.
*We regret any errors or omissions in this list. If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.

Please visit our website for a 
full list of our valued supporters.



 

 

 

 

Operation Packrat 4: Complete!
Another Major Milestone in Preserving Skydiving History

  Once again, a dedicated group of skydivers and riggers gathered at 
the Sun Path Products facility in Raeford, NC, for several days in April to 
support Operation Packrat 4.
  Operation Packrat is the ongoing initiative to identify, tag, and store 
parachute equipment, documents, film media, and instruments donated 
to and acquired by the museum over the past forty-plus years. Since 
2018, four Operation Packrat sessions have been completed, resulting in 
several thousand items being cataloged and prepared for physical 
archival storage.
    During Operation Packrat 4, these selfless 
   volunteers, who share a passion for preserving 
   the history of our sport, collectively sorted, 
   assessed, categorized, and carefully repackaged 
   hundreds of artifacts, memorabilia, and historical 
   items—filling nearly fifty boxes for safekeeping. 
   With several hundred boxes now prepared for 
   the museum, the Sun Path facility has come to 
   resemble the warehouse scene from Raiders of 
   the Lost Ark!
    A special thank you to Pat Thomas, Sun Path 
   President and Museum Trustee. Her continued
   generosity in providing the facility, along with the 
   support of her staff in hosting all four events to 
   date, has made this important work possible.

    Cris Howard completed her first tandem skydive in 2009 at Skydive 
   Arizona. What began as a bucket list experience quickly became a passion, 
   and she earned her A License later that same year. Since then, she has logged 
   more than 2,000 jumps and competed in formation skydiving across 4-way, 
   8-way, and 16-way disciplines. She holds national judge ratings in both 
   formation skydiving and canopy piloting and has served as a judge at multiple 
   U.S. Nationals, as well as state, national, and international formation 
   skydiving record events. Skydive Arizona remains her home drop zone and 
   the center of her skydiving community.
    With more than twenty-five years of professional experience, Cris has 
   built a distinguished career in environmental analysis, permitting, land 
acquisition, master planning, and design build construction services. She has led multidisciplinary teams 
supporting large-scale private development, energy, and mining projects, with a strong foundation in financial 
management and client development. Her work emphasizes strategic relationship building, operational 
efficiency, and sustainable growth.
  Cris became an Ambassador of the International Skydiving Museum in 2023 and currently serves on both 
the Finance & Budget Committee and the Development Committee. Her combined expertise in governance, 
strategic planning, and skydiving culture supports the museum’s mission to preserve the history of the sport 
and inspire future generations of skydivers. Welcome, Cris!

Museum Welcomes Cris Howard to the Board of Trustees

Museum Ambassadors are members of the skydiving community and others who share the vision 
of giving the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame an exciting and permanent home. 
To become an Ambassador, you simply commit to supporting the effort to build the International 
Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame® with a gift totaling $5,000, paid over up to five years.
Currently, there are more than 250 Ambassadors . . . join us! Point your phone camera at the
code and click the link that appears to see a full list of Museum Ambassadors and more about
how you can join (sponsor someone)! 

Become a Museum Ambassador!
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Trustees
Lewis Sanborn

Honorary President
Christopher J. Needels
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Paul Fayard

Vice President
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Trustee
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Cris Fucci
Trustee
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Trustee
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Trustee
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Pat Thomas
Trustee

Col. Bruce J. Wicks, USA, Ret.
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Trustee
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Trustee
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Gillian Rayner
Trustee

Roberto Montañez
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PackRat 4 Volunteers, from left: Bill Wenger, Alex Springborn, Travis Flint, 
Stu Metcalfe, Pat Schraufnagel, Ric Braman, and Jason Davis.

Not pictured: Mark Kruse, Bob (Niki) Nixon, Pat Thomas


