
Kurt Gaebel made his first skydive in 1980 and 
spent the decades that followed transforming the 
competitive landscape of formation skydiving. In 1996 
he founded the National Skydiving League, introducing 
a structured system that gave competitors at every level 
regular opportunities to compete regionally, nationally, 
and internationally. The league eventually expanded 
into the International Cloud League, reaching skydivers 
across more than 15 countries. Beginning in 2003, 

Gaebel built an extensive library of more than 7,000 articles, 300 interviews, 
and competition video documentation that became the definitive historical 
record of formation skydiving competition worldwide. In 2021, USPA awarded 
him its Gold Medal for Meritorious Service.

Robert Feldman made his first skydive in 1967 and 
went on to become the skydiving industry’s most 
consequential legal advocate. Board Certified in 
Aviation Law by the Florida Bar since 1996, he has 
handled parachute-related cases in 35 states and 10 
foreign countries. His most significant contribution 
was helping secure FAA authorization for tandem 
skydiving in the United States in 1984, a milestone 
that shaped the sport’s growth for decades. He has 

chaired the PIA Risk Management Committee since 2008, authored the 
current PIA Code of Ethics, and provided much of his work to the industry 
at reduced or no charge.

Mark Kirkby made his first skydive in 1985 and built a 
competitive record in 4-way formation skydiving that 
has never been surpassed. He holds five FAI World 
Championship gold medals in 4-way, won across nearly 
two decades at France 1995, Turkey 1997, Spain 2001, 
France 2008, and Dubai 2012, plus an 8-way World 
Championship gold medal in Australia in 1999. A 
founding member of Arizona Airspeed, he helped set 
multiple 4-way world records and accumulated more 

than 32,000 jumps. He continued competing after claiming his record fifth 
title and spent more than 34 years coaching the next generation of formation 
skydivers in the United States, the United Kingdom, and beyond.

Robert John Laidlaw began skydiving in 1973 and 
spent the five decades that followed transforming 
how skydivers are taught, coached, and evaluated 
worldwide. In 1980 he chaired the Canadian Coaching 
Working Committee, which released the world’s first 
formal skydiving coaching program. In 1992 he co-
founded Skydive University with Tom Piras, whose 
foundational work underpins the coached levels of the 
USPA Integrated Student Program. He authored the 

USPA Advanced Instructor Course in 2004, now the Examiner Rating Course 
required for all USPA examiners. A decorated competitor, he represented the 
Canadian National Team from 1978 to 1997. In 2016 he received the USPA 
Gold Medal for Meritorious Service.

John LeBlanc made his first skydive in 1977 and joined 
Performance Designs in 1984, where he and Bill Coe 
drove the development of Microline, cross-bracing, 
and zero porosity fabric, technologies now standard 
across the parachute industry. His design work 
produced some of the most influential canopies in the 
sport’s history, including the Sabre, Lightning, Stiletto, 
Velocity, and Navigator. As PIA Technical Committee 
Chairman, he advanced key safety research and 

supported the repack cycle change from 120 to 180 days. A consistent voice 
for canopy education, LeBlanc helped legitimize high-performance canopy 
flight as a recognized discipline within the sport.

Paul “Jyro” Martyn (1963–2017) made his first 
skydive at 16 in New Zealand and became one of 
the most consequential parachute designers in the 
history of the sport. Beginning with canopies sewn 
on a borrowed machine in a garage, he founded 
NZ Aerosports and in 1995 released the Icarus 
Extreme, the first zero porosity cross-braced canopy 
ever brought to market, permanently changing 
high-performance canopy flight. The designs that 
followed, including the FX, VX, and Petra, extended that legacy across 
every level of the sport. The company he built continues in his name today 
as JYRO. He passed away on March 3, 2017, at the age of 53.

Jason “Jay” Moledzki made his first skydive in 1994 
and became a defining force in canopy piloting as both 
a competitor and an innovator. He earned seven World 
Championship titles, eleven World Records, and more 
than 60 gold medals, competing at the first four Canopy 
Piloting World Parachuting Championships. As co-
founder of Flight-1, he helped build the world’s premier 
canopy flight education company, coaching more than 
40,000 students across 25 years. A founding member 
of the Performance Designs Factory Team, he co-developed the RDS slider 
and conceived the FlySight Viewer, tools now standard across the sport. His 
influence extends from elite military training to the 2024 National Geographic 
documentary FLY.

Brian Pangburn discovered canopy formation 
skydiving by chance in 1993 and transformed it into 
a lifelong pursuit. Over a career spanning more than 
three decades, he accumulated 47 U.S. National 
medals and 14 World Championship medals, including 
5 gold. He participated in the 2007 100-way canopy 
formation world record and served as a lead organizer 
and formation pilot for the 2025 effort that surpassed 
it, bringing 104 skydivers from 17 countries together 
above Lake Wales, Florida, to set a new world record. As a Flight-1 Course 
Director, he trained hundreds of military jumpers and coached the Qatar 
4-way sequential team from their first canopy formation jump to a World 
Championship title in under three years. He received the FAI Leonardo da 
Vinci Parachuting Diploma in 2022.

Vincent “Vince” Reffet (1984–2020) made his first 
skydive at 15 and became one of the most celebrated 
aerial athletes in history. Alongside partner Fred 
Fugen as the Soul Flyers, he won three Freefly World 
Championship titles, two World Games titles, and the 
World Cup, remaining unbeaten from 2004 to 2009. 
He set a Guinness World Record for the highest BASE 
jump from a building atop the Burj Khalifa, performed 
the world’s first twin human formation flight in a 
jet-powered wing, and achieved the first-ever vertical ground takeoff in 
the Jetman. He was 36 years old when he passed away in 2020, leaving an 
enduring legacy across skydiving, BASE jumping, and aviation.
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 The Pioneers of Excellence Award Goes to . . .
  The Red Devils Army Parachute Display Team, a team of only 14 serving soldiers, since 1964. 
 The Red Devils showcase decades of learned display experience through disciplines such as canopy  
 formations, high-performance canopy piloting, wingsuits and tracking suits, and flag flying from  
 200 square feet all the way up to 7,000 square feet. The team has completed the world's first 5-way  
 down plane, along with regularly using formations such as diamonds, tri bi side down planes, Can-T, 
flag bi hands, chain of smoke bi hands, and chain of pyro bi hands on public displays around the world. The Red Devils joined with 
the Golden Knights to successfully perform the world’s first six-way downplane formation, the Hex. The team also set a Guinness 
world record for "largest flag down plane” using a 5,000-square-foot Union Flag. The team has been a long-standing entity in  
skydiving for decades and will endeavor to continue to be so into the future.

 The Path of Excellence Award Goes to . . .
  The 2025 Canopy Formation World Team. The conversations about this project started after the 
 100-Way World Record, in 2007. On November 22, the CF World Team had success: 104 skydivers 
 completed the declared formation. Seventeen countries around the world gathered at Jump Florida 
 Skydiving in Lake Wales, Florida. A total of eight aircraft were used, with the 9-way base exiting at 
 19,500 feet in temperatures of -4°F (-20°C), four miles away from the target. The final three planes 
dropped at 12,000 feet. The formation took approximately 11 minutes and 15 seconds to build. Chris Gay, who flew behind the 
formation, directed when each row was cleared to dock over the radio system and then he docked at the bottom. The completed 
formation was nearly 300 feet (90 meters) tall and 175 feet (53 meters) wide—the height of a roughly 25-story building. MIA 
center could clearly see them on their radar screens. What is next . . . ?

  Five years ago, during the 
 Grand Reveal of the museum’s 
 new property in Kissimmee, 
 Florida, the International 
 Skydiving Museum Demo Team 
 was formed. Since then, this 
dedicated group of volunteers has generously donated both 
their time and personal resources to entertain and inspire 
crowds at Hall of Fame Celebrations and other museum-related 
events. 
 The ISM Demo Team is made up of talented skydivers from 
around the world, including Chris Gay, Mike Paolin, Steve 
Archuletta, Keith Tolley, Scott Lazarus, Jim Cowan, Eric Gallan, 
Greg Meadows, Mark Kruse, Denis Zhuravkov, Sean Jones, 
Taylor Cole, Pat Marcanio, Kyle Taylor, Brian Pangburn, Gustavo 
Cabana, Michael Tomaseli, Bruno Brokken, Henny Wiggers, and 
Norman Kent. 
 Through their professionalism, enthusiasm, and unwavering 
support, this exceptional team has continually gone above and 
beyond to represent the museum and expand awareness of its 
vision.

Thursday, November 5
All Day Fun Jumping (Skydive Paraclete XP)
2–3 pm Tour of Sun Path Products, Inc. (details will soon be available 
    on our website under Celebration Event)

Thursday  •  Embassy Suites, 4760 Lake Valley Dr, Fayetteville, NC 
4–7 pm  Early Bird Registration and Packet Pick-Up 
4–10 pm  Early Bird Reception/Pioneers Lounge

Friday, November 6  •  Skydive Paraclete XP, 143 Airport Dr, Raeford, NC
All Day Fun Jumping
10 am–3 pm Registration and Packet Pick-Up 
11 am Affiliate Flag Jump and Affiliate Spotlight Hour
12–5:30 pm Pioneers Lounge Open 
12–1:45 pm Pioneers of Excellence Award Presentation/Lunch 
    ISM Demo Team/Golden Knights/Red Devils 
2–3:30 pm Forum—1988 Seoul Olympic Skydiving Exhibition Team, 
    Behind the Scenes with BJ Worth and Tom Sanders
3:45–5:15 pm Forum—All the Pieces of the 400-Way, Largest Formation 
    World Record 
5:30 pm Path of Excellence Reception/BBQ/Award Presentation/
    Pyrotechnic Tribute Jump—ISM Demo Team/Golden 
    Knights/Red Devils 
8 pm The 400-Way Movie Evening with Popcorn

Saturday, November 7  • Various Locations 
9 am–1 pm Registration and Packet Pick-Up (Skydive Paraclete XP)
9 am–12 pm Wind Tunnel Meet—4-Way with Golden Knights 
     (Paraclete XP Indoor Skydiving, 90 Paraclete Dr, 
     Raeford, NC)
10 am–3 pm Pioneers Lounge (Skydive Paraclete XP)
12:30 pm 4-Way Awards (Paraclete XP Indoor Skydiving)
1:30–2:30 pm Tour of Golden Knights Museum (details will soon be 
    available on our website under Celebration Event)

Saturday  • Pinehurst Resort & Country Club
 80 Carolina Vista, Pinehurst, NC 
6–7 pm  Hall of Fame Cocktail Hour 
7–10 pm Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony 

Scan the barcode with your phone’s camera for 
more details about the Hall of Fame Celebration, 
the honorees, lodging options, sponsorship 
opportunities and more!   
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