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PIA Will Match Your Gift!

The Parachute Industry Association (PIA) has just raised the stakes in
the effort to build the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame,

committing to match every dollar donated—up to an incredible $500,000!
This unprecedented opportunity means that every contribution made
between now and December 31, 2025, will have twice the impact. If you

"B Double Your
give $50, it becomes $100. A $500 donation turns into $1,000. And when $300,000
the community comes together, this initiative could unlock a full $1 million - Elm

The Parachute Industry Association

. . . $200,000
in funding to help make the museum a reality. -
is matching every gift up to

Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame. “This matching campaign is a game-
changer, and we hope the skydiving community will seize this opportunity wnn

to make history.”

“PIA’s support underscores the importance of this museum to the $100,000
entire industry,” said James ‘Curt’ Curtis Ill, president of the International

The International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is more than just
a building—it’s a place dedicated to preserving our sport’s rich history,
honoring the pioneers who shaped it, and inspiring future generations of
skydivers. With the project moving closer to groundbreaking, now is the “““l

time to push forward.
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impact. Visit skydivingmuseum.org/donate today and help bring the MUSEUM & HALL OF FAME
dream of the International Skydiving Museum to life!

Don’t miss your chance to double your donation and double your

Party in Perridise Christmas Boogie in Support of the Museum

Skydive Perris and the Conatser family have
once again gone above and beyond in their support =
of the museum. Their highly popular holiday boogie |
was a dedicated benefit for the museum with $2
for every jump made and $10 for every jet jump
donated to the museum! A creative bean bag drop
raffle further boosted the museum’s funds.
Additionally, three boogie jumpers became Museum

Ambassadors!

Ambassadors Donna Wardean and Danielle Barlow truly went the extra mile at the event,
working hard to support the raffle, recruit new Ambassadors, and promote the museum. The raffle
prizes were generously donated by Gold State Gear, Cookie Helmets, ALTI-2 Altimeters, and included

. . . . . . . . Perris Museum Advocate Doug Pinkham
a jet jump provided by Ben and Diane Conatser. Overall, it was a fantastic holiday celebration that (pictured) worked tirelessly on behalf

of the museum, with valuable support
from Advocate Jeanine Bonvin.

raised over $25,000 for the museum. A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved!

The purpose of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame® is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public education and
awareness; recognize the contribution of skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture forever the history of the sport via events,
equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety.
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Ovur Valued Supporters: Thank You!

A special thank you to those donors
who, cumulatively, have contributed
more than $10,000 to the International
Skydiving Museum (through 2024)

William Ottley Circle

($1 million & above)

William H. Ottley Charitable Fund
Parachute Industry Association
James F. (Curt) Curtis III

Vakos Development Company
Larry Van Tuyl

Leonardo Da Vinci Circle

($500,000—$999,999)

Paul & Nancy Fayard

Kirk Knight (in memory of Larry &
Cindi Bagley)

D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen

Chairman’s Circle
($100,000—$499,999)
Lowell M. Bachman Family/

Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc.
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc.
Karen Dean
Dana P. & MK Engelstad
Alan Eustace
Don Jenkins
Mile-Hi Skydiving Center
North American Aerodynamics Inc./

John Higgins
Brian Day O’Connor
Paraloft Inc/Dave DeWolf
Lenny Potts
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier
SSK Industries, Inc./Adam &

Nathan Schmucker
Sun Path Products, Inc./Pat Thomas
Mark Thompson
United Parachute Technologies, LLC

& Vigil America
United States Parachute Association
Ron Zais

Founder’s Circle ($50,000—$99,999)
Anonymous
Ben & Diane Conatser
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck &
Mike Beck
Tom “Capt 36” Hayes
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/
Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker
Tim Saltonstall
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life
The VanDerPas Family Trust
Howard White

President’s Circle ($25,000—$49,999)

Larry K. & Cindi Bagley

Robert Bonitz

Bourdon Forge Co., Inc.

Butler Parachute Systems, Inc./
Roberto Montafiez

Ellsworth Getchell

Jerry Gleim

Katie Boyd McVey (in memory of
Gene Paul Thacker)

Linda Miller

Pat & Alicia Moorehead

Pat Moorehead’s Team-80 & Team-90

Chris & Conny Needels

Performance Designs, Inc.

Perris Valley Aviation Services

Sandy & Brenda Reid

Bill Schmitt

Skydive Arizona

Skydiver Resurrection Award Group

Beverly Veley (in memory of
Bob Veley Jr.)

Estate of Robert Waspe

President’s Circle (cont.)
Bruce & Kay Wicks

Trustee’s Circle ($10,000—$24,999)

Australian Parachute Federation

Jim Baker

Stephanie Baptiste

Ric & Pat Braman

Cookie Composites

Nancy Dwyer

Cris Fucci

Nancy Gruttman-Tyler

Vikki Herst Brooks

Jeremiah & Nina Jackson

Michael Kearns

Marylou Laughlin

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/
Robert and Jeanine Feldman

Marshall Madden

Jim McCormick

Ocean State Innovations/
Performance Textiles Division

Doug Pinkham

Tom Reiman

Myrt Rose

The Gabriel and Julie Schulze Fund

The Salatino Family

Larry Stein

Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway

Jo Timmsen

Billy Whitaker

Graeme & Chris Windsor

Jan Works

Thank you to members of our
“Legacy Society” who have
included the International Skydiving
Museum in their wills
Anonymous
The Captain/Martin Family Trust
Randy Connell
James F. (Curt) Curtis III
Becky Livingstone Davies
Dave DeWolf
Robert & Jeanine Feldman
Doug Garr
Jack & Renee Gregory
John Higgins
Don Jenkins
Michael Kearns
Kirk Knight
Carol Laithwaite (on behalf of
Brian Laithwaite)
Jim McCormick
Linda Miller
Daniel G. Myers (in memory of Kathy Barry)
Chris Needels
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund
Lenny Potts
Sandy R. & Brenda G. Reid/The Reid Trust
Gregory P. Robertson
Larry Stein
Jo Timmsen
Pat Works

Campaign Leaders

Anonymous

Australian Parachute Federation

Larry K. & Cindi Bagley

Jim Baker

Robert Bonitz

Bourdon Forge Co., Inc.

Ric & Pat Braman

Butler Parachute Systems, Inc./
Roberto Montafiez

Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc.

Ben & Diane Conatser

Cookie Composites

James F. (Curt) Curtis IIT

DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck &
Mike Beck

Nancy Dwyer

Dana P. & MK Engelstad

Campaign Leaders (cont.)

Alan Eustace

Paul & Nancy Fayard

Cris Fucci

Jerry Gleim

Tom “Capt 36” Hayes

Jerry & Nina Jackson

Don Jenkins

Thomas Kean

Don & Susie Kirlin

Kirk Knight

Marshall Madden

Jim McCormick

Katie Boyd McVey (in memory of
Gene Paul Thacker)

Linda Miller

Pat & Alicia Moorehead

Chris & Conny Needels

North American Aerodynamics Inc./

John Higgins
Ocean State Innovations/

Performance Textiles Division
Brian Day O’Connor
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund
Parachute Industry Association
Lowell M. Bachman Family/

Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc.
ParalLoft Inc/Dave DeWolf
Performance Designs
Perris Valley Aviation Services
Doug Pinkham
Sandy & Brenda Reid
The Salatino Family
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier
The Gabriel and Julie Schulze Fund
Bill Schmitt
Skydive Arizona
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group
D. C. "Deke” Sonnichsen
SSK Industries, Inc./Adam &

Nathan Schmucker
Larry Stein
Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas
Mark Thompson
Jo Timmsen
United Parachute Technologies, LLC &

Vigil America
United States Parachute Association
Ed VanDerPas
Larry Van Tuyl
Beverly Veley
Billy Whitaker
Bruce & Kay Wicks
Graeme & Chris Windsor
Ron Zais

Affiliates
Australian Parachute Federation (APF)
British Skydiving

Parachuting Committee of International

Military Sports Council (CISM)

Parachute Association of South Africa
(PASA)

Saudi Arabian Extreme Sports
Federation (SAESF)

United States Parachute Association
(USPA)

2024 Donations
Eagle ($100,000 and above)
James F. (Curt) Curtis III

Kestrel ($25,000—$49,999)
Alan Eustace

Jerry Gleim

Brian Day O’Connor

United States Parachute Association
Ed VanDerPas

Platinum ($10,000—$24,999)
Robert Bonitz

Bourdon Forge Co., Inc.

Ben & Diane Conatser

Platinum (cont.)

Dana P. & MK Engelstad

Tom “Capt 36" Hayes

Parachute Industry Association

Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier

SSK Industries, Inc./Adam &
Nathan Schmucker

Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas

Ron Zais

Gold ($5,000—$9,999)

DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck &
Mike Beck

Nancy Dwyer

Paul & Nancy Fayard

Steve Iverson

Marshall Madden

Katie Boyd McVey (in memory of
Gene Paul Thacker)

Silver ($1,000—$4,999)

Luke Aikins

Maureen Baly

Stephanie Baptiste

Danielle Barlow

Daniel Barney

Curt & Jeannie Bartholomew

Ben Massey

Johnny Bateman

Ric & Pat Braman (in memory of Larry
& Cindi Bagley)

Nicole Brewer

Butler Parachute Systems, Inc./
Roberto Montafiez

Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc.

Melanie Conatser

Patrick Conatser

Cookie Composites

Kate Cooper-Jensen

Kay Cottingham-Robinson

Eric Daniel

Ginger Davis

Bob Domeier

Jan Dunlap

Deborah Eck

Cris Fucci

Amy Furchner

Ed Ganley

Janine Hayes

Vikki Herst Brooks

Crystal & Jackson Hoffman

Cris Howard

Jerry & Nina Jackson

Rhonda Joyce

Mark Kruse

Scott Laverty

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/Robert &

Jeanine Feldman

David G. Lepka

Ben Massey

Jim McCormick

Linda Miller

Beverly Moore

Pat & Alicia Moorehead

Mike Mullins

Dan Myers

North American Aerodynamics Inc./
John Higgins

Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./
Curt Bachman

Chris & Conny Needels

Mary “Lynn” O’Donnell

Carol Peri

Perris Valley Aviation Services

Joe Phillips

Jennifer Pierce

Lenny Potts

Raider Ramstad

Tom Reiman

Tim Saltonstall

Shari Schmidt

Richard “Bruno” Schnedl|
(in memory of Tony Cockrell)

Visit www.skydivingmuseum.org
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The International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2024.

Presenting the Dream of Human Flight®

*We regret any errors or omissions in this list. If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.

Silver (cont.)

Eric Seckel

Mischa Tiny Shuck

Arvel Shults

Skydive Chicago

Skydivers Resurrection Award Group

Dillon Smith

Howard & Arthur Snyder

Adrian Spence

Larry Stein

Robert Stroud

Paul & Mary Thompson

Landon Thorne

Paula Thues

Jo Timmsen

United Parachute Technologies, LLC
& Vigil America

Beverly Veley

Dave Wallace

Cliff & Joyce Weaver

Peter Wenk

Bruce & Kay Wicks

Karen Woolem

Marilyn Wuest

Bronze ($500—$999)

Anonymous

Scott Burstein

Nesta Chapman

Ann Curtis

Dimensional Innovations

Fess Edwards

Nancy Gruttman-Tyler

Kat Huff

Bob Lewis

Parachute Association of South Africa
Tony Peralta

Cheryl Stearns

Barb Terlap

Louis Tommaso

US Army Parachute Team (Golden Knights)
Nancy Kemble Wilhelm

STAR Wall

Mark Carpenter, Denny Moneymaker,
Paul Sitter, Larry Sitter—In memory of
Ed Nunes

Paul & Mary Thompson—In loving memory
of Jay Baly

Brian Day O’Connor—In honor of Jim
McCormick

Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc.—In memory
of Jay Baly

Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc.—In
loving memory of Jay Baly

Rikki, Drew, Danna, Taylor, Greg, Dave,
Judy, Clint & Macey—In memory of
Bungee Wallace

Maureen Baly—In loving memory of
Jay Baly

Dan Myers—In memory of Kathy Barry

Beverly Moore—In memory of Larry S.
Moore

Amy Furchner—In memory of Andy “Opie”
Ellis

Nancy Dwyer—In honor of Robert “Rhyno”
Rhynearson

Lenny Potts—STAR Wall

Howard & Arthur Snyder—In memory of
Stephen Snyder

400-way World Team—In honor of Team
Mexico

Beverly Veley—In loving memory of Bob
Veley Jr.

Beverly Veley, Melissa, April—In loving
memory of Bob Veley Jr.

Larry Stein—In honor of Beyond Marketing

Al King Birthday Fundraiser—Peter
Kramer, Ross Heiney, Sherry Butcher, Mike
McGowan, Mark Limond, Dana Engelstad

In honor of Arizona Sky Divers of 1964
Larry Stafford

In honor of Jump for the Cause
Ari Blenkhorn

In honor of Peter Lutz
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc.

In honor of Rick March
Richard March

In memory of Jay Baly
DJ Associates, Inc.

In memory of Brandon Chance
Anonymous

In memory of Chuck Collingwood
Terrell Foty & Nancy N. Walker

In memory of Beverly Thomas
Galloway
Barbara Roquemore

In memory of Terry J. Gardner
Russell & Dell Kent
Ed VanDerPas

In memory of Col Joe Kittinger
Gator Fly In Pancake Breakfast
Lenny Potts

In memory of Kirk Knight
Lenny Potts

In memory of Sandra Day O’Connor
Marylou Laughlin

In memory of Robert (Goldie) Payne
Ron Zais

In memory of Dr. Dennis Perrotta
Mark Canfield
David Zane

In memory of David (Ralbo) Ralbovsky
Ron Zais

In memory of Canda Sue Reaugh
& Pete Luter
FJ Hale III

In memory of Jerry Philip Roquemore
Barbara Roquemore

In memory of John Sherman
DJ Associates, Inc.

In memory of Major Frederick G.
Terry Jr.
Frederick Terry III

In memory of Chuck Whittle
Lenny Potts

In memory of Randy Wise
Richard March

In memory of Bobby “Spider” Wrenn
Ben Currin

Ray Garin

Lenny Potts

In-Kind Donors

Ray and Joan Cottingham

James T. Cox III C385 & Ann Foreman-Cox
B. Joyce Crane Irrevocable Trust

Ed Dixon

David Donnelly

Doug Garr

Bill Kress

In-Kind Donors (cont.)
Michael Ravnitzky

Jerry & Barbara Swovelin
Rachel Thomas

2024 Hall of Fame Celebration

Parachute Industry Association (PIA)

HOF Banquet & Induction Ceremony
Presenting Sponsor

Skydive Chicago
DZ Venue Sponsor

Skydiver Resurrection Award Group
Hall of Fame Reception Sponsor

Cris Fucci (in memory of Kirk Knight)
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor

Team Raeford
Hall of Fame Banquet Wine Sponsor

Ric & Pat Braman
Hall of Fame Inductees’ Dinners Sponsor

DJ Associates/SSK Industries Inc.
T-Shirt Sleeve Co-Sponsors

James F. (Curt) Curtis III &
Tim Saltonstall
Pioneers Lounge & Early Bird Reception
Sponsors

Sun Path Products Inc.
Path of Excellence BBQ Sponsor

Shawn & Brian Day O’Connor
Pioneers of Excellence Lunch Sponsor

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman /
Robert & Jeanine Feldman
Path & Pioneers of Excellence Coin Sponsor

USPA
Print Media Sponsor

Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier
Sport Accuracy Demo Sponsor

Elite Riggings Academy
Rookie Sport Accuracy Sponsor

Cypres
Name Badge Lanyard Sponsor

Gold Table Sponsors

Paul & Nancy Fayard—3 Tables

Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc.

Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products—2 Tables
UPT/Vigil America

Ten-Way Tables

Melanie Conatser

Complete Parachute Solutions
Cookie Composites

James F. (Curt) Curtis III
John Higgins

Rhonda Joyce

Skydive Chicago

Skydivers Over Sixty (SOS)

Please visit our website for a
full list of our valued supporters.

Museum Ambassadors

are members of the skydiving
community and others
who share the vision of giving
the International Skydiving
Museum & Hall of Fame an
exciting and permanent home.
To become an Ambassador,
you simply commit to
supporting the effort to build
the International Skydiving
Museum & Hall of Fame with
a gift totaling $5,000 paid over
up to five years. Currently,
there are more than
230 Ambassadors—join us!

Point your phone camera at
the code and click the link
that appears to see a full
list of museum Ambassadors
and more about how
you can join!

INTERNATIONAL

SKYDIVING

HALL OF FAMI

Reminder: The deadline for
Hall of Fame nominations
is November 30!

Visit our website to
submit a nomination!

Visit www.skydivingmuseum.org
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Crowds Gather at the Museum’s Booth During the 2025 PIA Symposium

in Daytona Beach, Florida!

The booth featured a range of activities to engage attendees, including the exciting “Test Your
Skydiving Knowledge” game, where participants answered skydiving history questions on a timeline.
Winners received museum-branded coffee mugs and keychains as prizes.

A heartfelt thank you to all the
volunteers who helped support the
museum at the booth this year.
Pictured below: Trustee Larry Stein
and Museum Supporters and
Ambassadors Robert Feldman
and his wife Jeanine, who strikes
a stylish pose alongside trustee
Paul Fayard.

The museum had the privilege of hosting
a special guest: Marvin J. Mcintyre,
best known for his role as Truman Sparks
in the iconic film Fandango.
(Pictured with museum Ambassador
Jeannie Bartholomew.)

A raffle for an Expedition Grade Cooler, generously
donated by museum trustee James La Barrie,
captured the attention of over 100 individuals,
adding their email addresses to the museum’s
database. The fortunate winner, Robyn Best,

. exclaimed that it was “perfect for the Florida Keys!”

Museum Welcomes Don Kirlin to the Board of Trustees

Don Kirlin D-5372 is an experienced sport parachutist, N

aviation event organizer, and aviation business leader. Driven
by his passion for aviation, Don founded Air USA in 1994 and
is a licensed pilot, aircraft operator, and airframe and power
plant mechanic. He was the visionary behind the World Freefall
Convention, which took place in Quincy, lllinois, for 17 years,
starting in 1990, becoming the largest gathering of skydivers
worldwide. Don also established Sky’s West Parachute Center
in Fort Collins, Colorado, and served as an airline transport
pilot for Piedmont and American Airlines, retiring in 2020.

Don takes great pride in his skydiving family, which includes his wife, daughter and two sons. As a
tandem instructor, he had the privilege of taking all three of his children on their first jumps at the World
Freefall Convention. A member of the museum’s Development Committee, Don is also a Hall of Fame
member, Class of 2024. Both he and his wife, Susie, proudly serve as museum Ambassadors.

Museum Trustee Sherry Butcher Elected President of USPA

A big congratulations to museum trustee Sherry Butcher,

who was elected president of the United States Parachute
Association at their recent Board of Directors meeting in Daytona
Beach, Florida. Sherry has served on the USPA Board of Directors
since 2001, serving many years as the secretary, one earlier term
as president, and two terms as vice president.

Sherry became a member of the museum’s board in 2023
. / and has since shown unwavering dedication to the International
Skydiving Museum & HaII of Fame. She is passionate about preserving and showcasing our skydiving history
for future generations to appreciate. Sherry serves on the Development Committee and the Awards &

Recognition: Hall of Fame Standing Committee. Way to go, Sherry!

Visit www.skydivingmuseum.org

CHUTINGTIMES

Presenting the Dream of Human Flight®

Chuting Times is a biannual
newsletter for museum
supporters and volunteers.

Editor: Nancy (Kemble) Wilhelm

Trustees
Lewis Sanborn
Honorary President

Christopher J. Needels
Chairman

James F. Curtis III
President / CEO

Paul Fayard
Vice President

Marylou Laughlin
Secretary

Lee Schlichtemeier
Treasurer

Curt Bachman
Trustee

Ric Braman
Trustee

Sherry Butcher
Trustee

Dana P. Engelstad, CPA
Trustee

Cris Fucci
Trustee

Chris Gay
Trustee

Don Kirlin
Trustee

James La Barrie
Trustee

Roberto Montafiez
Trustee

Brian Day O’Connor
Trustee

Gillian Rayner
Trustee

Adam Schmucker
Trustee

Larry Stein
Trustee

Pat Thomas
Trustee

Col. Bruce J. Wicks, USA, Ret.
Trustee

Henny Wiggers
Trustee

Graeme K. Windsor
Trustee

The Hon. George H. W. Bush
Honorary Chairman 2000-2018

Jim McCormick
Director of Development
jm@skydivingmuseum.org

Nancy (Kemble) Wilhelm
Museum Administrator
nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org

International Skydiving Museum
& Hall of Fame

1648 Taylor Road, Suite 514
Port Orange, FL 32128

Phone: (407) 900-9997




