
 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

 It’s official!  Skydive Chicago in Ottawa, IL, 
is the official host for the 2013 Museum Weekend 
and Hall of Fame Celebration.  Rook Nelson and his 
crew are graciously opening up their DZ to host the 
museum’s annual fundraising celebration.  
 Each year, the weekend    
recognizes the achievements of 
someone or something special in 
skydiving.  This year, we are      
honoring the legendary D-1, Lew 
Sanborn.  Throughout the weekend, 

a group of world-class 
skydivers will be    
building a 22-way formation in        
recognition of Lew to honor his retire-
ment from the sport.  Lew, 82, has 

made a decision to “hang up his boots” after 65 
years and more than 7,500 jumps.   
 The highlight of the weekend will be the   
induction of 6 skydiving legends into the museum’s 
Hall of Fame.  Joining 24 others 
who have been awarded their blue 
blazers since 2010, the Hall of 
Fame dinner, sponsored by PIA, 
recognizes and honors those who, through        
leadership, innovation and/or outstanding  
achievements, have defined, promoted, inspired 
and advanced skydiving at the highest and sus-
tained levels in the past, present and for future  
generations of skydivers.  The 2013 inductees are 
Jackie Smith, James F. (Curt) Curtis, Jack Jefferies, 
Kim Emmons Knor, Jim Wallace and Chuck  
MacCrone.
 We expect more than 300 guests to join in 
the evening festivities, which will include a cocktail 
reception, sit-down dinner and video introductions
for each inductee.  Museum trustee and inductee 

Curt Curtis will serve as emcee; Cliff 
Schmucker, President of PIA, will 
welcome and greet guests; and our 
keynote speaker will add a special        
perspective to the evening.
 Each year during the National 
Skydiving Museum Celebration weekend there is an 
exhibit giving a small taste of some of the artifacts 
and displays that will be in the actual museum when 
built.  The exhibit features a theater presentation 
with old and new video footage highlighting the 
thrill of skydiving.  Other displays show significant 
milestones, world records and skydiving champions 
and pioneers.  The skydiving equipment display, 
featuring equipment from every era of the sport, is 
one of the high points, and the Hall of Fame gallery 
honors inductees past and present. 
 The Pioneers Lounge, sponsored by Pope 
Valley Parachute Ranch, will be reunion headquar-
ters where old and young can get together to enjoy 
jump stories and mingle with some of the pioneers 
and the new champions of our sport — and maybe 
have a toast or two.  
 Skydive Chicago is a world-class skydiving 
center built from the ground up to handle any    
skydiver's need.  For the past 20 
years, SDC has been offering top- 
of-the-line services to first-time   
jumpers, students and experienced 
skydivers.  The facilities are      
complete with cabins, camping, RV hook-ups, 
shower house, swimming pond, volleyball court, 
disc golf course, Tiki Bar, Eat Up Deli, free WiFi and 
much more.  Located on 220 acres of private land, 
SDC is one of the largest skydiving facilities in the 
world and home to numerous World Records and 
host of the 2013 and 2014 National Championships.
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Remembering Our Donors:  Thank You! 
A special thank you to those donors 
who, cumulatively, have contributed 

more than $10,000 to the  
National Skydiving Museum 

Bill Ottley Circle  
($1 million & beyond) 
Vakos Development Company 
William H. Ottley  
   Charitable Fund Pledge 

Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
    Para-Gear—Naming rights—The  
    Lowell M. Bachman Skydiving  
    Theatre 
Don Jenkins 
Parachute Industry Association— 

Naming rights—The PIA Exhibit  
    on the History of Parachute  
    Equipment 

Eagle ($50,000—$99,999) 
Don Jenkins 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Dana P and MK Engelstad Charitable 
   Trust Pledge 
Lenny Potts 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life 

Falcon ($25,000—$49,999) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck Pledge 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Performance Designs, Inc. Pledge 
Timothy Saltonstall 
United States Parachute Association 

Kestrel ($10,000—$24,999) 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Complete Parachute Solutions 
Pat Moorehead Team-80 
Performance Designs 
Myrt Rose 
Skydive Arizona 
Skydive Dallas 
Skydive Perris 
SSK Industries/Cliff Schmucker 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Pat Thomas 

Thank you to members of our 
“Legacy Society” who have included 

the National Skydiving Museum  
in their Wills 

Anonymous 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Carol Laithwaite 
   (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
Linda Miller 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Dan Poynter 
Pat Works 

2012 Donations 
Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 

Falcon ($25,000—$49,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Parachute Industry Association 

Kestrel ($10,000—$24,999)
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
DJ Associates, Inc. 
Dana P & MK Engelstad Charitable Trust 
Don Jenkins 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/Tim &  
   Colleen D’Annunzio 
Lenny Potts 
Myrt Rose 
Skydive Arizona 
Skydive Perris  

Platinum ($5,000—$9,999)
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Performance Designs, Inc.  
Sun Path Products, Inc. 

Gold ($2,500—$4,999) 
Sam Alexander 
Bourdon Forge Co. Inc/Peter Bourdon 
Darel Davenport 
Michael Kearns 
Dean and Sally Mattheus 
United Parachute Technologies LLC 
Vigil America 

Silver ($1,000—$2,499) 
Larry & Cindi Bagley 
Calen Chrzan 
Breno Mello DeAssis 
Celso DeMello 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman 
Nick A. Furchner 
Lorrie Gallagher 
GoFast 
Yasuhiro Kubo 
Charles MacCrone 
Paul and Nancy Fayard 
Chris and Conny Needels 
North American Aerodynamics, Inc. 
Henry and Lizabeth Ottley 
Reed Lallier Chevrolet 
Riggins Innovations Inc. 
Mark Schubert 
Skydive Dallas 
Skydive Expo Inc. 
Pat Thomas 
Paul and Mary Thompson 
United States Parachute Association 

Bronze ($500—$999) 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Jean Beck 
Eric Copeland 
Decadent Publishing Co. 
Bruce Grothen  
Peter Hill 
Jacques-Andre and Felicia Istel 
Kirk Knight 
Robert Lewis 
Michael Lyon 
Coy and Delia McDonald 
Linda Miller 

ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
John and Judy (Patrick) Rock 
Lew and Jacky Sanborn 
Eiko Shimura 
Skydive Long Island in Calverton 
Greg, Brenda, Sayra Thacker 
Donna Wardean 
David Woodhouse 
Pat and Jan Works 

Friend ($100—$499) 
Anonymous 
Dick Barton 
Fred Basile 
Marjorie Bates 
William Bentley 
LTC (R) Marcus Bonds 
Matt and Jamie Booth 
Harold and Cindy Brady 
John C. Bull 
Michael Burt 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
Charles and Barbara Carraway 
Robert and Judy Celaya 
Carolyn Chow 
Bill Clendenning 
Steve Cooper 
Michael Cunningham 
Donald M. Cripps 
Ada Cook 
Bill and Betty Davis 
Cliff Davis 
Terry and Sandra Doyle Drahman 
Ray and Jane Drexler 
Lee and Jan Dunlap 
Mike and Kay Emanuele 
Elizabeth Wilson Foster 
George and Sue Frey 
Scotty and Louise Gallan 
John Gallinaro 
Patricia Garvey 
Ken Gillespie 
Jerry Gleim 
Jan Gorman 
Bruce M. Granheim 
Walt Green 
Stephen Groff 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
Greg Hackett 
Frank Halcromb and Sarah Henderson 
Jim Hall 
Scott Hallock 
Charles and Arta Harris 
Dennis Hayes 
Steven Head 
Dennis Henley 
Bob Henry 
Paul Hinen 
Victoria Hinojosa 
Ken Hirschberg 
Allan R. Homestead 
Winchester Hotchkiss 
Arla J. Jones 
Bill and Carol Jones 
Selena Jones 
Frank Van Dyke (Ted) Judson 
Dwight Kibler 
Daniel Klahn 
Allen Krueger 
Mencl Laddie 
Linda Lanford 

Barry and Mary Lastinger 
Latin Skydivers/Thomas Vasquez 
Marcie Lavanaway 
Charles Leeuwenburg 
Becky Livingstone-Davies 
Marshall Madden 
Michael Marshall 
Ted and Virginia Mayfield 
Bill and Cris McCarthy 
Jerald and Peggy McDaniel 
Condon and Kay McDonough 
Bill McGrath 
JR and Ruth McPherson 
Cathy Miller 
Mike McGowan 
Monroe McRae 
Bill Montague 
Pat and Alicia Moorehead 
Fred Michael Morelli 
Craig Myers 
Lisa Olsen 
Norman H. Olson 
Opelika Skydiving Association 
Dennis Perrotta 
Diane Potts 
Edward and Toosje Potts 
Jim Rinder 
Jose Rodriguez 
Barbara Roquermore 
Solon Rosenblatt 
Carlotta Rotman 
Peter and Marian Rudegeair 
Joan Rumble 
Benjamin Schneider 
Lee Sewell  
Sheila Sharman 
Dave Sheldon 
Arvel Shults 
Frank and Denise Silvia 
Richard Snyder 
SOCOM—Para-Commandos 
John Solomon 
Jesse Sparks 
Cheryl Stearns 
Candace Steele 
Tee Taylor 
Richard and Sally Thomas 
Christina Thurber 
John Tippy 
Bruce Travis 
Rachel Trinder 
Stanley Troeller 
Lyle Dale Ungerecht 
Craig “Pork” Van Camp 
Edwin VanDerPas 
West Point Skydiving Adventures 
Gordon and Teresa Walker 
Kris Ward 
George White Jr. 
Cheryl Whitford 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 
Brian and Pauline Williams 
Flora Williams 
Richard and Joan Williams 
John and Paula Wolfe 
Dave & Kathleen Wolfersberger & Family 
BJ and Bobbie Worth 
Bobby Wrenn 
Gary Young 
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In-Kind Donors 
Anonymous 
Boeing Employees Skydiving Club 
Charles and Barbara Carraway 
Andrew Christian 
Creative Impact Agency 
William Daugherty 
Bruce Grothen 
HDT Engineering Services, Inc. 
John Hedelund 
Peter Hill 
Jerry Irwin 
Jeff and Carol Jahns 
David Johnson 
Frank Van Dyke (Ted) Judson 
Roxanne Kasehagen 
Robert Lewis 
Monte McRae 
Linda Miller 
Parachute Labs, Inc. Jump Shack 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Larry Perkins 
Dan Poynter/Para Publishing 
Michael Ravnitzky 
Chuck Seymour 
Skydive Elsinore 
Jay and Vivian Stokes 
Thomas Tatum 
Tony Thacker/Kate Griesser 
Edwin VanDerPas 
Howard White 
Thacher White 
Cheryl Whitford 
Brian and Pauline Williams 

Graphic Design Services 
Adam Buckner, Option Studios 

In honor of Ted Dragan 
James Wine 

In honor of Dean Mattheus 
Sally Mattheus 

In honor of Pat Moorehead—TEAM-80
Johnny Bateman 
Susan Childs 
Tony Dale 
Bill Hess 
Thomas Kuehnle 
Mencl Laddie 
Bill Montague 
Carlotta Rotman 
Garry and Lea Rickwood 
Lew and Jacky Sanborn 
Pat and Jan Works 

In honor of Keith, Karrie, Andy Stewart  
Larry and Cindi Bagley 

In honor of Lofty Thomas 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. 

In memory of Lowell Bachman 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
Dana P & MK Engelstad  
Charles MacCrone 
Linda Miller 
Lenny Potts 
Paul & Mary Thompson 

In memory of Frank Chevrier 
Para-Gear  

In memory of Johnny Cook 
Ada Cook 

In memory of Jack Huntsberger 
Charles and Barbara Carraway 

In memory of Donald McGillicuddy 
Calen Chrzan 

In memory of Ed Miller 
Sandi Ackerman 
William Bentley 
Mike and Kay Emanuele 
Sharon Fielding 
George and Sue Frey 
Jerry Gleim 
Stephen Groff 
Kirk Knight 
Richard Lieb 
Marshall Madden 
Donald McLeod 
Cathy Miller 
Linda Miller 
Pat and Alicia Moorehead 
Norman H. Olson 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Earl Radabaugh 
Bruce Travis 
June Urschel 
Edwin VanDerPas 
George White Jr. 
Randolph Wise 
Dave & Kathleen Wolfersberger & Family 

In memory of Bill Newell 
Linda Miller 

In memory of all the good times at  
    Pope Valley 
Jo Timmsen 

In memory of William H. Ottley 
Henry & Lizabeth Ottley 
Lenny Potts 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 

In memory of Ted Strong 
Dori Bachman 
Jean Beck 
DJ Associates 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Dennis Hayes 
Michael Lyon 
Linda Miller 
Norman H. Olson 
Myrt Rose 
North American Aerodynamics, Inc. 
Skydive Expo Inc. 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 

In memory of Gene Paul Thacker  
    (Celebration of Life) 
Dori Bachman 
Marjorie Bates 
William and JoAnn Behler 
LTC (R) Marcus Bonds 
Harold and Cindy Brady 
Creative Urban Environments/ 
    Joe Whitehouse 
Kurt and Gail Cunningham 
Michael Cunningham 
Lee and Jan Dunlap 

Dana P and MK Engelstad  
Paul and Nancy Fayard 
Joan and Cayce Frierson 
Kate Griesser & Tony Thacker 
Scott Hallock 
Charles and Arta Harris 
Greg and Ronda Hoffman 
Langevin Learning Services 
Charles MacCrone 
Robert McDermott 
Coy and Delia McDonald 
Neill A. McDonald 
Stuart Metcalfe 
Cathy Miller 
Douglas and Kathryn Miller 
Linda Miller 
North American Aerodynamics, Inc. 
Opelika Skydiving Association 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Lenny Potts 
Reed Lallier Chevrolet 
John and Judy (Patrick) Rock 
Lew and Jacky Sanborn 
Arvel Shults 
Skydive Dallas 
SOCOM—Para-Commandos 
Greg, Brenda, Sayra Thacker 
Pat Thomas 
John Tippy 
Craig “Pork” VanCamp 
Gordon and Teresa Walker 
Kris Ward 
West Point Skydiving Adventures 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 
Cheryl Whitford 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 
Bobby Wrenn 

Sponsors—2012 Hall of Fame 
Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 

Title Sponsor 

Skydive Dallas/Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 

Rocky Mountain Press/Michael Kearns 
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 

Pope Valley Parachute Ranch/ 
   James F. Curtis III, Reception Sponsor 

Henry Ottley, Inductees’ Dinner Sponsor 

Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
Centerpiece Sponsors 

SSK Industries/Cliff Schmucker 
AV Equipment Sponsor 

Skydive Arizona, Venue Sponsor 

Phil Chiocchio, Video Production Sponsor 

Gold Table Sponsors
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 

Michael Kearns 
Lenny Potts 

Sun Path Products, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies &  

 Vigil America 

Silver Table Sponsor
Darel Davenport

The National Skydiving Museum gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2012.  **We regret any errors or omissions in this 
list.  If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.

Chuting Times is a  
biannual newsletter  

for museum supporters  
and  volunteers. 

Editor: Nancy Kemble 

Trustees 
The Hon. George H. W. Bush 

Honorary Chairman 

Lewis Sanborn  
Honorary President 

L. Len Potts 
President 

James F. Curtis III 
Vice President 

Christopher J. Needels 
Secretary 

Lee Schlichtemeier 
Treasurer 

Dori Bachman 
Trustee 

Larry Bagley 
Trustee 

Donald Jenkins 
Trustee 

Dan Poynter 
Trustee 

Cliff Schmucker 
Trustee 

B.J. Worth 
Trustee 

Advisors 
Millie Culpepper 

Linda Miller 
Pat Thomas 

Cheryl Whitford 

Nancy Kemble 
Museum Administrator 

nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org 

National Skydiving Museum 
5401 Southpoint Centre Blvd 

Fredericksburg, VA  22407 
Phone:  (540) 604-9745 
Fax:      (540) 604-9741 

Visit our website at: 
www.skydivingmuseum.org 
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MEMORIAL/IN HONOR OF BENCHES 
Memorialize or honor someone special with a bench that will 
become a permanent part of the National Skydiving     
Museum.  Thank you to Skydive Perris who purchased a 
bench that bears the names of the 15 skydivers who lost 
their lives and the 6 skydivers who were critically injured 
but survived the ill-fated DeHavilland DHC-6 that crashed 
on April 22, 1992, on takeoff.  And a special thanks to 
Paraclete Real  Estate Holdings, LLC/Tim & Colleen 
D’Annunzio who purchased a memorial bench in honor of 
Gene Paul Thacker. For more information about Memorial 
and In Honor of benches and bricks, contact Nancy Kemble 
at the museum office. 

Introducing the Hall of Fame Class of 2013. . . 

Chuck MacCrone, D-526
USPA Achievement Award Winner 1984; instrumental in        
organizing Cotton Belt Parachute Council; active competitor and 
judge at conference and nationals level through the 1960s; pilot, 
rigger, airplane owner; served six terms as president for C.I.P., 
elected to USPA Board of Directors in 1964, serving 3 terms;  
developed the “Equislope” scoring system that was adopted for 
use at world and national competitions. 

Jim Wallace, D-3497
Opened his own skydiving school in 1992; during past 40 years, 
was a U.S. champion three times; holds 11 world records for 
formation skydiving; USPA Safety and Training Advisor; FAA 
rigger; commercial pilot; awarded the USPA Lifetime        
Achievement Award in 2006; has worked as an aerial stunt   
double and trained and jumped with numerous celebrities.  

Jack Jefferies, D-10287 
Founding member and coach for Arizona Airspeed; World     
Championships and World Cup 4-way gold; World Champion       
8-way; U.S. National Champion 4-way and 8-way; world record 
holder for longest 16-way sequence; former world record holder 
for longest 4-way sequence, 300 way; respected competitor,  
organizer and sought-after coach. 

Curt Curtis,  D-1407/SCR 219 
President of USPA (1975–1979); nine-time national competitor 
(seven medals); member of Mirror Image in 1977 (U.S.     
National and World Champions); USPA Achievement Award 
Recipient (1983); co-founder/owner, Pope Valley Parachute 
Ranch; U.S. Delegate to the CIP/FAI (1974–1978); vice   
president, National Skydiving Museum. 

Jackie Smith, FAI  D1113
Took up sport parachuting while serving as a soldier in the UK 
Women’s Royal Army Corps; joined “The Red Devils” in 1971,   
the Parachute Regiment’s Free Fall Display Team and became   
the first female to be presented with the coveted Parachute   
Regiments “Red Beret” in 1973; won numerous national and   
international championships in style and accuracy over the years; 
toured the UK coaching and becoming an inspiration to others. 

Kim Emmons Knor, D-221
Kim Emmons Knor is a sky goddess. She started skydiving in 
1959 (back when jumping from an airplane took real courage) 
and in 1962 she made history as a member of the first U.S. 
Women’s Parachute Team, which took gold at the Sixth World 
Parachuting Championships. After a 37-year break from      
jumping, she took up the sport again in 2003.  

Trustees’ Award Presented to  
Pat Moorehead

Congratulations to Pat Moorehead 
who was presented with the        
museum’s first Trustees’ Award
during the 2012 Hall of Fame Dinner. 
The Trustees’ Award was established 
to honor and recognize distinguished 
achievement of individuals or groups for their      
exemplary service, selfless giving and personal          
commitment to the goals and mission of the National 
Skydiving Museum. Pat’s TEAM-80, where Pat made 
80 skydives to celebrate his 80th birthday, raised 
more than $18,000 for the museum.   

2012 Weekend Skydiving Celebration  
Saluted the Star Crest Awards 

 Despite a windy start on Friday, on 
Saturday, the second day of the museum’s 
November 2012 weekend skydiving            
celebration, Skydive Arizona fired up its     
restored DC-3 and 20 jumpers built a “Figure 
8” formation that transitioned to a perfectly 
round star in honor of the Star Crest Awards. 
Previous Hall of Fame recipient Jerry Bird gave 
line-up and door-jam tips for the beautiful old 
bird because the group — with 300,000 jumps 
between them — had little experience exiting a 
small door DC-3.
 The jump, which could be seen clearly 
from the ground, was repeated on Sunday with 
10 jumpers and two photographers, along with 
canopy formations — 4-stacks and 2-way down
-planes and spins — that wowed spectators. 
The program ended with a Veterans Day salute 
featuring demonstrations of military ram-air 
parachutes for field personnel deployment, 
jumped by multi-mission demo team          
instructors and riggers, and a huge American 
Flag Jump.
 Skydivers love their “record” dives, 
and fun-jumpers at NSM’s weekend event  
pursued their own. They included a freefall 
formation of six octogenarians who set a    
record for jumpers over the age of 80, and a 
formation of eight “resurrected” skydivers, all 
members of Skydivers Resurrection Award 
(SRA), a Facebook group of jumpers who left 
the sport and then returned after a layoff of              
10 or more years. (story by Jan Works) 

Congratulations to the Hall of Fame Class of 2012 
(From left) Jennie Cooney (Muriel & Hank Simbro’s daughter),  

Muriel Simbro (inducted along with her husband Hank — posthumous), 
Victoria Hinojosa and Toni Evans (daughters of Bob Buquor — posthumous), 

Dan Poynter, Craig Girard, Claude Gillard —  
not represented in the photo, Carl Boenish — posthumous


