
 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

The purpose of the National Skydiving Museum is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public education 
and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture forever the 

history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

 

It was 45 years ago 
that Bill Newell, a        
California skydiver,      
created the Star Crest    
Recipient Awards program 
in honor of his good friend 
and mentor, Bob Buquor. 
Since its inception, over           
26,000 skydivers have 

earned the prestigious award for being in an 8-way 
formation, making it one of skydiving’s oldest and 
most universal traditions. The National Skydiving 
Museum will celebrate the SCR Awards and those 
early pioneers during a fundraising weekend cele-
bration at Skydive Arizona, Eloy, November 9-11.   

 The weekend will also include the Hall of 
Fame dinner where 7 skydiving legends will join 17 

others in this prestigious club. The 
2012 inductees are Carl Boenish 
(posthumous), Bob Buquor 
(posthumous), Claude Gillard,   

Craig Girard, Dan Poynter, and Hank (posthumous) 
and Muriel Simbro. (See page 4 of this newsletter 
for inductee introductions.)  The Hall of Fame cele-
bration, sponsored by the Parachute Industry     
Association (PIA), recognizes and honors those 
who, through leadership, innovation and/or out-
standing achievements, have defined, promoted, 
inspired and advanced skydiving at the highest and 
sustained levels in the past, present and for future 
generations of skydivers. 

 It all starts Friday morning and continues 
throughout the entire weekend. There will be ex-
hibit displays with some of the rich history of our 
sport including, the not-to-be missed, PIA display 
of parachuting equipment from the early days of 

military surplus double-gore rounds to the very  
latest and most up-to-date rigs and accessories. 
Other displays include a theater featuring great 
skydiving footage, as well as competition, records, 
training exhibits and a special display on the history 
of the SCR Award. The Pioneers’ Lounge, sponsored 
by Pope Valley Parachute Ranch, will be reunion           
headquarters, where old and young can get to-
gether to enjoy jump stories and mingle with some 
of the pioneers and the new champions of our sport 
— and maybe have a toast or two.  

 Throughout the weekend, a group of large-
formation world-class skydivers will be building    
64-way formations to commemorate the birth of 
relative work. The US Army Parachute Team — the 
Golden Knights — and the US Air Force Academy 
Parachute Team have been invited, and they will be 
joined by canopy piloting and canopy formation 
teams. Friday evening will be a BBQ where Bill 
Newell, Jerry Bird and others will walk down    
memory lane, sharing stories about the SCR 
Awards program and its contributions to the sport. 

 Saturday evening will be devoted to the Hall 
of Fame dinner and induction  
ceremony.  We expect more than 
300 guests to join in the evening 
festivities, which will include a 
cocktail reception, sit-down dinner 
and video introductions for each 
inductee. Museum trustee Curt  
Curtis will serve as emcee; Cliff Schmucker,    
President of PIA, will welcome and greet guests; 
and Hall of Fame Class of 2010 member Jerry Bird,  
recognized by so many as the father of relative 
work, will serve as keynote speaker.   Following 
dinner, the Hall of Fame           (cont’d on page 4)
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The first 8-man star in 1965 led to the               
creation of the Bob Buquor SCR Awards.                  

Photo by Bob Buquor 
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Remembering Our Donors:  Thank You! 

A special thank you to those 
donors who, cumulatively,  

have contributed more than 
$10,000 to the  

National Skydiving Museum 

Bill Ottley Circle  
($1 million & beyond) 
Vakos Development Company 
William H. Ottley  
   Charitable Fund Pledge 

Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
    Para-Gear—Naming rights—The  
    Lowell M. Bachman Skydiving  
    Theatre 
Parachute Industry Association— 

Naming rights—The PIA Exhibit  
    on the History of Parachute  
    Equipment 

Eagle ($50,000—$99,999) 
Don Jenkins 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Lenny Potts 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 

Falcon ($25,000—$24,999) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck Pledge 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Performance Designs, Inc. Pledge 
Timothy Saltonstall 
United States Parachute Association 

Kestrel ($10,000—$24,999) 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Skydive Dallas 
SSK Industries/Cliff Schmucker 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Pat Thomas 

Thank you to members of  
our “Legacy Society” who have  

included the  
National Skydiving Museum  

in their Will 

Anonymous 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Carol Laithwaite 
   (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite)
Linda Miller 

Legacy Society (cont.) 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Dan Poynter 

2011 Donations 
Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 

Falcon ($25,000—$49,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
DJ Associates, Inc. Pledge 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Parachute Industry Association 
Performance Designs, Inc. Pledge 

Kestrel ($10,000—$24,999)
Don Jenkins 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/Tim &  
   Colleen D’Annunzio 
Lenny Potts 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Pat Thomas 

Platinum ($5,000—$9,999)
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
George & Sue Frey 
Seattle Skydivers 

Gold ($2,500—$4,999) 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies LLC 

Silver ($1,000—$2,499) 
Aerial Machine & Tool Corp. 
Frank & Jeanne Binford 
Bourdon Forge Family 
Millie Culpepper 
Barbara Snyder Forer & John Forer 
Bruce Grothen 
Michael Kearns 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Henry & Lizabeth Ottley 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Mark Schubert 
Skydive Dallas/Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Skydivers Over Sixty 
D.C. Deke Sonnichsen 
Paul & Mary Thompson 
United States Parachute Association 
Clint Vincent 
Flora Williams  
Richard & Cathryn Zega 

Bronze ($500—$999) 
Larry & Cindi Bagley 
Arthur Boone 
Manley Butler Jr. 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
Robert Gilliland 
Danny Roger Hall 
Joe & Sherry Kittinger 
Kirk Knight 
Mike Luttrell 
Lew & Jacky Sanborn 

Bronze $500—$999 (cont.) 
Skydive Arizona 
Tee Taylor 

Friend ($100—$499) 
Acca Enterprises 
Steve Ahlfeldt 
Bo Alexander  
Anonymous 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
John Barron 
Nancy Black 
Kim Burr 
Robert Cassella 
Elmer “Buzz” Conner 
Donald M. Cripps 
Cliff Davis 
Decadent Publishing Co. 
Mike Eakins 
Ellis Enterprises 
Judson & Glenda Force 
Ray Garin 
Doug Garr 
Sergei Givotovsky 
Bruce M. Granheim 
Gerald Gravitt 
Joy Hopkins 
Jerry Irwin 
Jim & Jean Jorgensen 
John Joseph Kelly 
Allen Krueger 
Lionel Lavenue 
Teresa Lavenue 
Robert Charles MacDonald 
Frank Markham 
Mike Marthaller 
Coy & Delia McDonald 
Condon & Kay McDonough 
Linda Miller 
Nelson Miller 
William Morrissey 
Raymond Nagle 
North American Aerodynamics, Inc. 
Joseph & Brenda Paquin 
Para Loft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Neal Parkinson 
Larry & Faith Parmer 
Alan Perry 
Nathan Pond Revocable Trust 
Diane Potts 
Edward & Toosje Potts 
Edward & Debbie Potts 
Hedy Potts 
James & Marlene Potts 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Solon Rosenblatt 
Jim & Toni Schiller 
Benjamin Schneider 
SDW Consulting Corp. 
Skydive Santa Barbara, LLC 
Donna Spillman 
Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay & Vivian Stokes 
Daniel Thompson 
Dick & Eileen Tomkins 
Marsha B. Urbahns 
William VanPelt 
David & Judy Wall 
Andy Werback & Sam Werback 

Friend $100—$499 (cont.) 
George White Jr. 
Howard White 
Cheryl Whitford 
Bruce & Kay Wicks 
Rick Young 

In-Kind Donors 
Tanya Aschenbrennes-Manning 
Paul Bjornsen 
Frank Casares  
Robert (Zing) M. Engstrom 
Monte C. Medina 
Norman H. Olson 
Robert Spencer 
Tony Thacker/Kate Griesser 
Louise Williams 
Jeff Winkler 

Graphic Designer Services 
Adam Buckner, Option Studios 

Webmaster Services 
Lara Kjeldsen 

In honor of
   Pat Moorehead TEAM-80 
Tim & Sue Achenbach 
Tom Adams 
Larry & Cindi Bagley 
Peter Barnett 
Johnny Bateman 
John Bates 
Joan Beck 
Jeff Booth & Janice Tomer 
Jim Brierley 
Robert & Judy Celaya 
Susan Childs 
Dean Chisholm 
Amy Chmelecki 
Donald & Donna Chmielewski 
James F. Curtis III 
Arnold DeBoer 
Michael Deegan 
Mad John Dobleman 
Clifford Dobson 
Terry Drahman & Sandra Doyle Drahman 
Phyllis Durham 
Fess & Noel Edwards 
Robert Federman 
Randall Forbes 
George & Sue Frey 
Peter Germann 
Don Glaze 
Myrna Golay 
Greg & Cheri Hartleb 
Torbjorn Haugen 
Dennis Hedley 
Annie Helliwell 
Bill Hess 
Kelly Hess 
Lee Hess 
Stephen Hodson 
Sonny & Patti Hudson 
Bruno Imberti 
Jacques-Andre & Felicia Istel 
David & Gayle Jacoby 
Bill & Carol Jones 
Michelle Joyner-Ochoa 
Stan Kay    
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Pat Moorehead TEAM-80 (cont.)
Melissa Keough 
Kirk Knight 
Allen Krueger 
Thomas Kuehnle 
Ray Kuemmel 
Linda Lanford 
Langevin Learning Services 
Bud & Pat LaPointe 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman 
Rick Lieb 
Becky Livingstone-Davies 
Mike Marthaller 
Steve & Patty Martizia 
John Marx 
Darrell May 
Ric Mazey 
Dave McEvoy 
Susan McKenzie 
Donald McLeod 
Mencl Laddie 
John Miller 
Linda Miller 
Bill Montague 
Patricia (Garvey) Moorehead 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Thomas & Suzanne Morrison 
Dan & Diane O’Sullivan 
Wendell & Eileen Oien 
Ann Oliver 
Norman H. Olson 
Para Loft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Photo-Chuting Enterprises/Jean Boenish 
Pierre Ponson 
Karl & Kathy Poruben 
Doug & Laura Posson 
Lenny Potts 
Ted & Joyce Pullum 
Earl Radabaugh 
Robert Rhyne 
Garry & Lea Rickwood 
Michael Robinson 
Carlotta Rotman 
Dennis Sattler 
Malcolm & Le Schoenberg 
James Schubert 
Randy Scott 
Dennis Sewell & Teresa Diane Pigg 
Jim Simpson 
Skydive Arizona 
Skydive Tampa 
Skydivers Over Sixty 
Barbara Smith 
D. C. Deke Sonnichsen 
Robert Spencer III 
Jerome Stark 
Larry Stein 
Sharolyn Sweet 
Swiss Pops 
Kristian Szczepitko 
Mike “Tickle” Teague 
Rick & Paula Thues 
Bruce Travis 
June “Bug” Urschel 
Julie Uto 
John Velardo 
Clint Vincent 
David & Judy Wall 
Belvin Wells & Dagmar Wells 
Raymond Whipple 

Pat Moorehead TEAM-80 (cont.) 
George White Jr. 
James Wilhelm 
Dave Williams 
Joe Wisdom 
William Wood 
David Woodhouse 
Pat Works & Jan Works 
Donald Wright 
Peter Zimmerli 
Special thanks to: 
Roy Fox—Rigs 
HDT Global—Tents 
Performance Designs—Canopies 
SSK Industries/Cliff Schmucker 
   —Cypres AAD

In honor of
   Dori Bachman’s Birthday 
JoAnn & Julien Collins 
William & Barbara Haljun 

In honor of Bill Potts 
Lenny Potts 

In honor of
   Robert “GD” Williams 
Flora Williams 

In honor of Jacques-André Istel 
Terry LeVay Higgins 

In honor of Joe Kittinger 
Robert Gilliland 
Lenny Potts 

In memory of Ted Strong 
Manley Butler, Jr. 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
James F. Curtis III 
Lenny Potts 
Lew & Jacky Sanborn 
Timothy Saltonstall 

In honor of Lenny Potts,  
   Elder Statesman Award 
Larry & Cindi Bagley 

In memory of Richard Hustler 
Hattie Hustler 

In honor of Lew Sanborn 
Lenny Potts 
David & Judy Wall 

In honor of the  
   Pelican Skydivers 
Philip Bursley 

In memory of Joyce Bardack 
Barry Bardack 

In memory of Lowell Bachman 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
Ray & Jane Drexler 
Judson & Glenda Force 
Lenny Potts 
Paul & Mary Thompson 
Marsha B. Urbahns 

In memory of Arlene Schember 
Terry LeVay Higgins 

In memory of William H. Ottley 
Henry & Lizabeth Ottley 
Lenny Potts 
John Russell 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 

In honor of Lofty Thomas 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. 

In memory of Linda Chapman 
Terry LeVay Higgins 

In honor of Paul Cozic 
Flora Williams 

In memory of Kevin Donnelly 
Dick Myron 

In memory of Eric Bahor 
Ray Johnson 

In honor of Bill Wood 
David & Judy Wall 

Sponsorships for the 2011
National Skydiving Museum   

Hall of Fame 

Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
Title Sponsor 

George & Sue Frey 
Dinner Sponsor 

Henry Ottley 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 

Michael Kearns 
Dessert/Centerpiece Sponsor 

Pope Valley Parachute Ranch/ 
   James F. Curtis III 
Reception Sponsor 

SSK Industries/Cliff Schmucker 
AV Equipment Sponsor 

Skydive Dallas/Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier  
Program Book Sponsor 

Phil Chiocchio 
Inductee Slide Show Sponsor 

Gold Table Sponsors
Sun Path Products, Inc. 

Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies LLC 

Silver Table Sponsor
Lenny Potts 

The National Skydiving Museum gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2011.  **We regret any errors or omissions in this 
list.  If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.

Chuting Times is a  
biannual newsletter  

for museum supporters  
and  volunteers. 

Editor: Nancy Kemble 

Trustees 
The Hon. George H. W. Bush 

Honorary Chairman 

Lewis Sanborn  
Honorary President 

L. Len Potts 
President 

Gene Paul Thacker 
Vice President 

Christopher J. Needels 
Secretary 

James F. Curtis III 
Treasurer 

Dori Bachman 
Trustee 

Tim D’Annunzio 
Trustee 

Donald Jenkins 
Trustee 

Dan Poynter 
Trustee 

Cliff Schmucker 
Trustee 

B.J. Worth 
Trustee 

Advisors 
Larry  Bagley 

Michael Kearns 
Linda Miller 
Pat Thomas 

Nancy Kemble 
Museum Administrator 

nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org 

National Skydiving Museum 
5401 Southpoint Centre Blvd 

Fredericksburg, VA  22407 
Phone:  (540) 604-9745 
Fax:      (540) 604-9741 

Visit our website at: 
www.skydivingmuseum.org 
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Museum treasurer 
Curt Curtis (left) is 
presented with the 
Stefan Banic Gold 
Medal for his many 
contributions to 
parachuting by 
fellow trustee 
Christopher Needels.  
The Stefan Banic 
Foundation award is 
named in honor of 
Slovak American 
Stefan Banic, an 
early parachute 
designer. 

Introducing the Hall of Fame Class of 2012 . . . 

Hank (posthumous) and Muriel Simbro. Muriel, also known 
as skydiving’s first lady, was the first woman in the US to earn a 
D license, #78; she was the leader of the first full women’s 
team that the US supported, winning the 1962 World            
Parachuting Championships, and the first US woman to win a 
gold medal in a world meet. Hank, D-63, a pilot and aircraft 
owner, was a member of the third place men’s team in 1000 
meter accuracy at the 1962 world meet in Orange, MA. 

Dan Poynter is an American author, consultant, publisher,      
professional speaker and parachute designer. Since 1969, he has 
written more than 125 books, including a dozen on skydiving, 
parachutes and aviation.  He served as president of the Parachute 
Industry Association, chairman of the board of the US Parachute            
Association and president of the International Hang Gliding     
Commission.  He is a pilot, a skydiver with 1,208 jumps, and a 
master parachute rigger. 

Claude Gillard is President of Honour of both the FAI International      
Parachuting Commission (IPC) and the Australian Parachute      
Federation Inc.  He has been involved in parachuting in one way   
or another for more than 50 years, has represented Australian  
skydiving at all levels of sport aviation administration and spent a 
lifetime dedicated to the advancement of sport parachuting.  

The National Aeronautic 
Association awarded the 
Wesley L. McDonald Elder 
Statesman of Aviation 
Award to museum board 
of trustees president, 
Lenny Potts.  From his first 
parachute jump in 1952 to 
his current service on the 
museum’s board of  
trustees, Potts has  
dedicated himself to the 
skydiving and aviation 
communities for more 
than 60 years and   
continues to make a 
lasting impact today. 

Bob Buquor (posthumous) played a major role in the begin-
nings of star formation relative work. Demonstrating an early 
talent for freefall photography, he began a career that would 
take him to the top as a commercial freefall cameraman. Bob 
drowned off the Malibu coast in 1966 during the filming of the 
skydiving footage for the film Don’t Make Waves. The Star 
Crest Recipient Award is dedicated to Bob's driving enthusiasm 
for relative work skydiving. 

(2012 Museum Weekend and Hall of Fame   
    Celebration cont’d) 

inductees will be recognized for their 
many achievements and contributions 
to the sport of skydiving and each    
presented with their Hall of Fame 
Blue Embroidered Jacket.  

    Throughout the weekend, Bill 
Newell and many of the pioneers of 
the first 8-way star will be signing 
logbooks; in fact, Newell has created 
a special new SCR patch for the    
occasion. And Colonel Joe Kittinger — 
a 2010 Hall of Fame inductee — will 
be on hand with his latest book, 
Come Up And Get Me. Since Sunday 
will be Veterans Day, the grand finale 
will also be a tribute to our military 
veterans.

 Skydive Arizona is arguably 
the largest, best- 
equipped parachute 
center in the world, 
with a dedicated staff, 
a fleet of large       

aircraft, and over 300 sunny days 
each year. Skydive Arizona’s owners, 
Larry & Lil Hill, their talented staff, 
and their two sponsored teams —   
Arizona Airspeed and Arizona Arsenal 
— have promised a very successful, 
fun-filled weekend. 

 The goal for the event is to 
raise more than $125,000 toward the 
museum’s $5 million capital program 
that will raise the necessary funds to 
build the museum in Fredericksburg, 
VA.  Seating for the Dinner is limited 
so register early. There are also
numerous sponsorship opportunities 
throughout the weekend to show 
your support of the museum and to 
honor our inductees. Details and   
registration information can be found 
on the attached registration form and 
online at www.skydivingmuseum.org.

The late Carl Boenish was considered the father of modern 
BASE jumping.  He was a freefall cinematographer; in 1978 he 
filmed the first jumps from El Capitan using ram-air parachutes.  
These were the jumps that popularized BASE jumping more 
widely among parachutists, likely because Boenish filmed them 
and presented the footage exceptionally well. Boenish died in a 
BASE jump off the Troll Wall in Norway. 

Craig Girard started jumping in 1981 and became a Golden 
Knight in 1986, winning the 1989, 1991, and 1993 World 8-Way 
Formation Skydiving Championships as well as the 1988 and 
1990 World Cups of Formation Skydiving.  He left the US Army 
in 1995 and joined the Arizona Airspeed team as captain of the      
8-way team expansion.  He is recognized throughout the world 
as a formidable competitor, world champion, and mentor, having 
conducted thousands of training camps around the world.   


