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The purpose of the National Skydiving Museum is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public education 
and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture forever the 

history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  
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Join us for a special    
evening in our Nation’s 
Capital as we induct six 
legends of skydiving into 
the National Skydiving 
Museum Hall of Fame.  
The 2011 honorees are:  
Uwe Beckman, Jacques- 
André Istel, Lenny Potts, 
Steve Snyder, Tee Taylor, 
and Bill Booth. (You can 
learn more about each 
inductee on page 4.) 

The Hall of Fame         
recognizes and honors 
those, who through     
leadership, innovation 
and/or outstanding 
achievements have      
defined, promoted,       
inspired and advanced 
skydiving at the highest 
and sustained levels in the 
past, present and for    
future generations of skydivers.   

Guests will have the opportunity to mingle and 
catch up with old friends at the Hall of Fame  
reception before dining on a delectable Chicken  
Saltimbocca entrée from award winning Main Event 
Caterers.  The venue, Terminal A at Reagan  
Washington National Airport, is situated just across 
from the Potomac River and offers stunning views 
of our Nation’s Capital.  Built in 1941, Terminal A is 
the airport’s original Terminal and is now listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.     
 

For dessert, guests will be treated to D.C.’s favorite  
destination for gourmet cupcakes. Georgetown  

Cupcakes have been          
featured on Oprah and in 
People Magazine and even 
has its own weekly TV  
series on TLC,  
“DC CUPCAKES.” 
 

Following dinner, the Hall 
of Fame inductees will be 
recognized for their many 
achievements and        
contributions to the sport 
of skydiving and presented 
with his or her Hall of Fame 
Blue Embroidered Jacket. 

Seating for the Dinner is 
limited. There are also   
numerous sponsorship   
opportunities to show your 
support. Details and     
registration information 
can be found on the      
enclosed form. 

Spring/Summer 2011 

The purpose of the National Skydiving Museum is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public education 
and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture forever the 

history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

The historic Terminal A at Reagan Washington National Airport is the venue for the 2nd 
National Skydiving Museum Hall of Fame Dinner. 

 

 
 
 
Please Join Us For The 

 

National Skydiving Museum  
Class of 2011 

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 
Uwe Beckman 

Jacques-André Istel 
Lenny Potts 

Steve Snyder 
Tee Taylor 
Bill Booth 

 

Friday, September 23, 2011 
at the Historic Terminal A 

Reagan Washington National Airport 
Washington, DC 

 
RSVP on enclosed registration form.   

 

The father of modern skydiving in the US, Jacques-André Istel 
immigrated from France as a boy and began parachuting in the 
US in 1950.On a visit to France in ’55, Jacques learned techniques 
of controlled freefall which he brought back to the US ending the 
days of flailing between exit and deployment. He formed the first 
US team to compete at the 3rd World Meet in Moscow and      
introduced collegiate competition. In 1957, with Lew Sanborn as 
VP, he created the world’s first private parachute company. 
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2010 Hall of Fame Inductee Colonel 
Joe Kittinger and wife Sherry attend 
the reopening of the  Col. Joe 
Kittinger Park in Orlando. The 
aviation-themed park was named in 
Kittinger’s honor in the mid-90’s but 
temporarily demolished for a  
highway expansion.  Museum Board 
of Trustee President Lenny Potts was 
on hand to congratulate Joe . 

A special thank you to DJ Associates, Inc.    
owners Jean Beck and her son Mike Beck who 
have pledged $25,000 to the museum.   

Since 1976, DJ Associates has been a proven 
supplier of high quality parachute and military 
hardware for a variety of industries all over the 
world specializing in small quantity orders of 
webbing, tapes, nylon, hook & loop fasteners, 
backpack hardware, buckles, loops & slides, 
cargo restraints, straps, cable ties, commercial 
aircraft seatbelt components, stainless steel, 
plastic and black hardware. 

DJ Associates was born “with a huge tightening 
of the belt and a prayer or two” in the garage of 
Jean and Don Beck in Fort Smith, Arkansas.  
Armed with years of experience in the parachute 
industry, Don wanted to fulfill a lifelong dream 
to set up his own business.  The company would 
sell to the “cut and sew” industry.  Anyone with 
a sewing machine, an empty garage, and an 
idea was a potential customer.   

Through his business conversations, Don soon 
realized the parachute industry needed a louder 
voice.  In January 1977, Parachute Equipment 
Industry Association was formed with Don   
serving as chairman.  In 1985, the name was 
changed to Parachute Industry Association 
(PIA). 

In 1982, DJ Associates moved into a converted 
horse barn situated on four acres on the      
outskirts of town with room for expansion.  That 
same year, they acquired three companies in 
Paris, Texas in the background music and sound 
industry.   

In April 1987, Don was stricken with Wegner’s 
disease, a rare disease with no cure.  Don 
passed that June and Mike stepped in to run the 
company full time.  In 1996, DJ received ISO 
certification to insure the quality of the products 
the company furnished and to improve customer 
service.   

Today, both Mike and Jean continue at the helm 
of DJ Associates and are closely involved with 
PIA activities.  Jean says that if Don were here 
today, he would look around, be very pleased at 
how far we have all come, but ever the optimist 
would say, “it can only get better.” 

joins the museum’s Falcon Club 

Introducing the Hall of Fame Class of 2011. . . 

The late Uwe Beckmann of Germany was an active participant 
in the CIP (International Parachuting Committee) of the FAI. He 
participated in discussions of early relative work events,        
including baton pass relays and stars. In 1994, he was awarded 
the FAI Gold Parachuting Medal, "for an outstanding accomplish-
ment in connection with parachuting." In 1979, he collaborated 
with the late Larry Yohn in writing a book, "Sky Diving." 

 

Bill Booth took up skydiving in 1965 and became an instructor 
in 1967. In 1972, he started United Parachute Technologies, a 
parachute manufacturing company now located in DeLand, FL.  
Bill has been awarded 12 US and foreign patents for skydiving 
safety systems. In the 1990s, he formed Polar Expeditions, Inc. 
and with his Russian partners led six parachuting expeditions 
through Siberia to the North Pole.    

The late Steve Snyder was an aeronautical engineer, aviation 
pioneer, and skydiver. He learned to fly at 16 and to skydive in 
college becoming one of the first competitive skydivers in the US. 
After college, Steve started his own parachute jumping school  
and, with Charlie Hillard, was one of the first two Americans to 
pass a baton in mid-air. He had several patents for aviation    
products including one for a rectangular-shaped parachute design.   

Thelma "Tee" Taylor made her first jump in Arizona in 1961 
and continued to jump in the Dallas area while she worked as a 
flight attendant for American Airlines. In the 1963 Nationals, Tee 
qualified for the US Team, and participated in the World Meet in 
Leutkirch, Germany winning first place in style, placed in        
accuracy, and won the Individual World Women's Championship. 
She also competed in the 1964 Nationals in Salt Lake City. 

Lenny Potts officially began his skydiving career in 1952 in New 
Jersey with the US Special Forces and his civilian skydiving career 
in 1958.  By the time he officially retired from skydiving, he had 
logged 3,500 jumps and participated in competitions both in the 
states and abroad. In the late 60’s and 70’s, Lenny served as the 
USPA’s FAA liaison on Capitol Hill. His personal persuasiveness 
was instrumental during the growing years of the USPA.  
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In-Kind Donors cont. 
Bryan Scott 
Skydive DeLand 
Skydivers Over Sixty 
Grady Steensrud 
Strong Enterprises 
Systems Technology 
Gene Paul Thacker 
The Bolder Media Group 
Mary Thompson 
USPA 
U.S. Army Parachute Team 
   “Golden Knights” 
United States Air Force Academy 
Vigil, USA 
Bill Wenger 
Howard White 
Pat Works 
B.J. Worth 
 

In honor of Dusty Lee Johnson 
James F. (Curt) Curtis 
 

In honor of Joe Kittinger 
Lou and Margie Fischer 
Nancy P. Lewis 
Lenny Potts 
James and Josepjome Mitchell 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard G. Snyder 
Paul Tobey 
Wayne Wilcox 
 

In honor of Robert A. Matthews 
Roy and Silvana Bertalovitz 
Barry and Mary Lastinger 
Paul and Pat MacLean 
Denis McCarthy 
Edward and Jean Mikelaitis 
Roy and Tera Minor 
Charles Murphy 
Patrick Murphy 
 

In memory of Dennis Anderson 
Larry Bartlett 
Jeffrey Boddiger 
Jeffrey Bogaard 
Chuck L. Feser 
Jon Paul Frederickson 
Dennis Jensen 
Skydive Spaceland 
Cheryl Smith 
 

In memory of Lowell Bachman 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
Adam Buckner 
Ray and Jane Drexler 
Judson and Glenda Force 
Darlene R. Heidlauf 
Bill and Joanne Nolan 
Lenny Potts 
Paul and Mary Thompson 
Marsha B. Urbahns 
Peter and Nancy Wenzel 
 

In memory of Loy Brydon 
The Hackers—USMC 
Lenny Potts 
 

In memory of  
    Will “Squeak” Charette 
Lenny Potts 

In memory of Donald Cooper 
“Lee” Arlene Richards-Cooper 
 

In memory of Gary Douris 
Dewayne Bruette 
Lenny Potts 
 

In memory of Joe Faulk 
Lenny Potts 
“Lee” Arlene Richards-Cooper 
Grady Steensrud 
 

In memory of William H. Ottley 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Joe and Lisa McSwain 
Lenny Potts 
John and Alison Steadman 
 

In memory of Milton Platt 
Dick Myron 
 

In memory of Gary Pond 
Robert Bonitz 
Hattie Hustler 
Don and Nona King 
Lenny Potts 
Frank and Denise Silvia 
 

In memory of Thomas V. Racho 
Marilyn Racho 
 

In memory of Henry Simbro 
Dick Myron 
Lenny Potts 
Ira and Karen Rackley 
 

In memory of Steve Snyder 
Lenny Potts 
 

Sponsorships for the National 
Skydiving Museum Weekend 

honoring Joe Kittinger/ 
2010 Hall of Fame Dinner 

 

Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
Hall of Fame Dinner Title Sponsor 

 

Skydive DeLand    
DZ Venue Sponsor 

 

Henry Ottley         
Dinner Centerpiece Sponsor 

 

Pope Valley Parachute Ranch 
Pioneers’ Lounge Sponsor 

 

Gerald Gravitt    
Reception Sponsor 

 

Skydive Dallas/Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier  
Dinner Program Book Sponsor 

 

Skydive Long Island in Calverton 
Dinner Inductees Sponsor 

 

Chris Needels   
Video Sponsor 

 

Skydive Perris      
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 

 

Curt Curtis, Event Sponsor 
 

 

Sponsors Cont. 
B.J. Worth, Event Sponsor 

 

  Lenny Potts, Event Sponsor 
 

Gold Table Sponsors 
Sun Path Products 

Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies, LOLC 

Skydive DeLand/Bob Hallett 
Performance Designs 

 

Ten-Way Table Sponsors 
Harry Kerrill 
Lenny Potts 

 

50-Way Formation Skydiving Team  
(Bronze Donors) 

Wladimir Abad 
Aero Security Solutions, Inc. 

Alberto Alibrandi 
Alti-2/Kathy Grix-Allen  

                       (and John Sherman) 
Robert Barnes 

Carl Berner 
Ben Borger 

Dennis Brooks 
Richard (Rambo) Calledare 

Matt Davidson 
Carl Daugherty 
Celso DeMello 
Rich Delgado 
Mike Eakins 
Larry Elmore 

George (and Susan) Frey 
Kurt Gaebel 

Glenn Giamatti 
Gulcin Gilbert 
James Graham 
Kurt Isenbarger 

Rod Johnson 
Mike Johnston 
Brian Krause 
R. Scott Kucel 

Nancy LaRiviere 
Fred and Kathy Leslie 

Mike Luttrell 
Russ and Julie Manhold 

Ben Massey 
Greg Mirkin 

Laurel Nichols 
Jeffrey Nicholson 
George Nisson 

Roger Ponce deLeon 
C. Michael (and Cindy)  Raible 

Bruce Robertson 
Dan Rosenthal 
Fortson Rumble 
Lew Sanborn 

Liz Settle 
Phil Craig Smith 

Hal Spence 
Jay Stokes 

Robert Stumm 
Sean Sweeney 
John Szumila 
Derek Thomas 
David Virden 
Solly Williams 
Kelly Woods 
B.J. Worth 

The National Skydiving Museum gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2010.  **We regret any errors or omissions in this 
list.  If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydvingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records. 

Chuting Times is a  
biannual newsletter  

for museum supporters  
and  volunteers. 

 
Editor: Nancy Kemble 

 
Trustees 

The Hon. George H. W. Bush 
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Lewis Sanborn  
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L. Len Potts 
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Gene Paul Thacker 
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Christopher J. Needels 
Secretary 

 
James F. Curtis III 

 Treasurer 
 

Dori Bachman 
 Trustee 

 
Tim D’Annunzio 

Trustee 
 

Donald Jenkins 
Trustee 

 
Dan Poynter 

Trustee 
 

Cliff Schmucker 
Trustee 

 
B.J. Worth 
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Nancy Kemble 
 Museum Administrator 

nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org 
 
 

National Skydiving Museum 
5401 Southpoint Centre Blvd 

Fredericksburg, VA  22407 
Phone:  (540) 604-9745 
Fax:      (540) 604-9741 

 
Visit our website at: 

www.skydivingmuseum.org 
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Remembering Our Donors:  Thank You! 

A special thank you to those 
donors who, cumulatively,  

have contributed more than 
$25,000 to the  

National Skydiving Museum 
 

Bill Ottley Circle  
($1 million & beyond) 
William H. Ottley  
   Charitable Fund Pledge 
 
Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
   Para-Gear 
Parachute Industry Association— 
    Naming rights—The PIA Exhibit  
    on the History of Parachute  
    Equipment 
 
Eagle ($50,000—$99,999) 
Don Jenkins 
James F. (Curt) Curtis 
Lenny Potts 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
 
Falcon ($25,000—$24,999) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck Pledge 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Performance Designs, Inc. Pledge 
Timothy Saltonstall 

 

Thank you to members of  
our “Legacy Society” who have  

included the  
National Skydiving Museum  

in their Will 
 

James F. (Curt) Curtis  
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Dan Poynter 
Lenny Potts 
Caro Laithwaite  
    (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
 

2010 Donations 
Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
 

Falcon ($25,000—$49,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
Parachute Industry Association 
 

Kestrel ($10,000—$24,999) 

Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Lenny Potts 

 

Platinum ($5,000—$9,999)  
James F. (Curt) Curtis 
Skydive Dallas/ 
    Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
Edwin VanDerPas 
 

Gold ($2,500—$4,999) 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
SSK Industries 
 

Silver ($1,000—$2,499) 
Airtec GmGH & Co. KG Safety Systems 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Crew Dogs & Pups 
Lynn Esco 
Gerald Gravitt 
Harry J. Kerill 
Joe and Sherry Kittinger 
Chris and Conny Needels 
Parachute Riggers Association 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
“Lee” Arlene Richards-Cooper 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Mark Schubert 
Skydive DeLand 
Skydive Long Island in Calverton 
Skydive Spaceland 
Sun Path Products Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC 
Thomas Vasquez 
George White Jr. 
B.J. and Bobbie Worth 
 

Bronze ($500—$999) 
Terrie Brantley 
Judson and Glenda Force 
Allan Homestead 
Dwight Kibler 
Maytown Sport Parachute Club 
Henry and Lizabeth Ottley 
RDG 
Strong Enterprises 
Nancy Tennstedt 
Fred (Bud) Walz 
West Point Skydiving Adventures/ 
    Jim Crouch 
 

Friend ($100—$499) 
Gary and Hilde Achepohl 
Kim Adams 
Randal Adamson 
Aero Security Solutions, Inc. 
Kenneth Arnold 
Larry and Cindi Bagley 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Lori Bartlett-Harness 
Nancy Black 
James Blakeslee 
Jeanette Bradfield 
Gregg Brelsford 
Dewayne Bruette 
Adam Buckner 
Howard Burling II 
Leslie Burton 
Jeffrey Busch 
Donna and Ski Chmielewski 
Chuting Star 
John Coppe 
Jennifer Coull 
Jim Cox 

Friend ($100—$499) cont. 
Cypres-Airtec 
Tim and Colleen D’Annunzio 
Jeffrey Danner 
Richard and Rebecca Davies 
DJ Associates, Inc./ Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck 
Duanesburg Skydiving Club 
Ken Evilsizor 
James Fahey 
Lou and Margie Fischer 
Ben Frevert 
Ray Garin 
Lorraine Gehlbach 
Sergei Givotovsky 
Kate Griesser and Tony Thacker 
Bruce Grothen 
Bill and Judy Hayes 
John Higgins 
Hope Global 
John Hostettler/Julian Lewis 
Winchester Hotchkiss 
Roger Humphrey 
Don Jenkins 
Larsen & Brusgaard APS 
Jos-Team-19, 2010 
Sherri A. Kane 
Michael S. Kearns 
David and P.K. Kline 
Kirk Knight 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman 
Walter Lee 
Gary Long 
Daryl and Holly Longley 
Joseph J. Lusczek, Jr. 
Wendy Manning 
Alan Mastin 
Elizabeth May 
Ervin Maye 
Bill and Cris McCarthy 
Coy and Delia McDonald 
Terrence McGrath 
Stu Metcalfe 
Dan Murphey 
Dan Murray 
Dick Myron 
Lynn O’Donnell 
Robert Omstead and Lisa Yancey/ 
    Decadent Publishing Company 
Para Loft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Robert Page 
Perris Valley Airport 
Dennis Perrotta 
R. D. Raghanti 
Matthew Rece 
Simon and Priscilla Repton 
John Sirois 
Skydance SkyDiving 
Skydive Santa Barbara, LLC 
Mickey Sleeper 
Bob Snow 
Ted Strong and Marcie Lavanway 
Bill and Brenda Taft 
Richard and Sally Thomas 
Dennis Timm 
Paul Tobey 
Gene Torncello 
Lyle Dale Ungerecht 
Loyal Weaver 
 

 

Friend ($100—$499) cont. 
Richard C. Williams 
James Wine 
 

In-Kind Donors 
Air Force Parachute Team  
   “The Wings of Blue” 
Curt Bachman/Para-Gear 
Dori Bachman/Para-Gear 
Larry and Cindi Bagley 
Richard and Suzann Baker 
Mike Beck 
Adam Buckner—Option Studios 
Charloa and William Burker 
The Hon. George H. W. Bush 
Frank Cabares 
James Chandler 
Phil Chiocchio 
Complete Parachuting Solutions 
Ray Cottingham 
James Cowan 
Millie Culpepper 
Curt Curtis 
Tim D’Annunzio 
Pat and Vikki D’Apolito/Joseph D’Apolito  
   And Son 
William S. Daugherty 
Dave DeWolf 
Eiff Aerodynamics 
Doug Garr 
Bob Gates 
Sandy Getz 
Bruce Grothen 
Lee Guilfoyle 
Kurt Hoffman 
Randy Jacobs 
Don Jenkins—Jenkins Auto Group 
Jennings Productions—Joe Jennings 
Stuart Johnson 
Dick Myron 
Nancy LaRiviere—Jump Shack 
Dusty Lee Johnson 
Stuart Johnson 
Marty Jones 
Lee Kampstad 
Andrew Keech 
Norman Kent 
Joe and Sherry Kittinger 
Lara Kjeldsen 
Chip Maury 
Mile-Hi Skydiving Center, Inc. 
Linda Miller 
Pat and Alicia Moorehead 
Canopy Formation Team, and Wingsuit 
   Team—August NSM Event in DeLand 
Chris Needels 
Bill Newell 
Jeff Norris 
North American Aerodynamics 
Parachute Labs, Inc. 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
Photo-Chuting Enterprises 
PIA 
Lenny Potts 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
“Lee” Arlene Richards-Cooper 
Rigging Innovations 
Cliff Schmucker—SSK Industries 
Nathan Schmucker 
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James F. (Curt) Curtis  
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Dan Poynter 
Lenny Potts 
Caro Laithwaite  
    (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
 

2010 Donations 
Founder’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
 

Falcon ($25,000—$49,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear 
Parachute Industry Association 
 

Kestrel ($10,000—$24,999) 

Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Lenny Potts 

 

Platinum ($5,000—$9,999)  
James F. (Curt) Curtis 
Skydive Dallas/ 
    Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
Edwin VanDerPas 
 

Gold ($2,500—$4,999) 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
SSK Industries 
 

Silver ($1,000—$2,499) 
Airtec GmGH & Co. KG Safety Systems 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Crew Dogs & Pups 
Lynn Esco 
Gerald Gravitt 
Harry J. Kerill 
Joe and Sherry Kittinger 
Chris and Conny Needels 
Parachute Riggers Association 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
“Lee” Arlene Richards-Cooper 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Mark Schubert 
Skydive DeLand 
Skydive Long Island in Calverton 
Skydive Spaceland 
Sun Path Products Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC 
Thomas Vasquez 
George White Jr. 
B.J. and Bobbie Worth 
 

Bronze ($500—$999) 
Terrie Brantley 
Judson and Glenda Force 
Allan Homestead 
Dwight Kibler 
Maytown Sport Parachute Club 
Henry and Lizabeth Ottley 
RDG 
Strong Enterprises 
Nancy Tennstedt 
Fred (Bud) Walz 
West Point Skydiving Adventures/ 
    Jim Crouch 
 

Friend ($100—$499) 
Gary and Hilde Achepohl 
Kim Adams 
Randal Adamson 
Aero Security Solutions, Inc. 
Kenneth Arnold 
Larry and Cindi Bagley 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Lori Bartlett-Harness 
Nancy Black 
James Blakeslee 
Jeanette Bradfield 
Gregg Brelsford 
Dewayne Bruette 
Adam Buckner 
Howard Burling II 
Leslie Burton 
Jeffrey Busch 
Donna and Ski Chmielewski 
Chuting Star 
John Coppe 
Jennifer Coull 
Jim Cox 

Friend ($100—$499) cont. 
Cypres-Airtec 
Tim and Colleen D’Annunzio 
Jeffrey Danner 
Richard and Rebecca Davies 
DJ Associates, Inc./ Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck 
Duanesburg Skydiving Club 
Ken Evilsizor 
James Fahey 
Lou and Margie Fischer 
Ben Frevert 
Ray Garin 
Lorraine Gehlbach 
Sergei Givotovsky 
Kate Griesser and Tony Thacker 
Bruce Grothen 
Bill and Judy Hayes 
John Higgins 
Hope Global 
John Hostettler/Julian Lewis 
Winchester Hotchkiss 
Roger Humphrey 
Don Jenkins 
Larsen & Brusgaard APS 
Jos-Team-19, 2010 
Sherri A. Kane 
Michael S. Kearns 
David and P.K. Kline 
Kirk Knight 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman 
Walter Lee 
Gary Long 
Daryl and Holly Longley 
Joseph J. Lusczek, Jr. 
Wendy Manning 
Alan Mastin 
Elizabeth May 
Ervin Maye 
Bill and Cris McCarthy 
Coy and Delia McDonald 
Terrence McGrath 
Stu Metcalfe 
Dan Murphey 
Dan Murray 
Dick Myron 
Lynn O’Donnell 
Robert Omstead and Lisa Yancey/ 
    Decadent Publishing Company 
Para Loft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Robert Page 
Perris Valley Airport 
Dennis Perrotta 
R. D. Raghanti 
Matthew Rece 
Simon and Priscilla Repton 
John Sirois 
Skydance SkyDiving 
Skydive Santa Barbara, LLC 
Mickey Sleeper 
Bob Snow 
Ted Strong and Marcie Lavanway 
Bill and Brenda Taft 
Richard and Sally Thomas 
Dennis Timm 
Paul Tobey 
Gene Torncello 
Lyle Dale Ungerecht 
Loyal Weaver 
 

 

Friend ($100—$499) cont. 
Richard C. Williams 
James Wine 
 

In-Kind Donors 
Air Force Parachute Team  
   “The Wings of Blue” 
Curt Bachman/Para-Gear 
Dori Bachman/Para-Gear 
Larry and Cindi Bagley 
Richard and Suzann Baker 
Mike Beck 
Adam Buckner—Option Studios 
Charloa and William Burker 
The Hon. George H. W. Bush 
Frank Cabares 
James Chandler 
Phil Chiocchio 
Complete Parachuting Solutions 
Ray Cottingham 
James Cowan 
Millie Culpepper 
Curt Curtis 
Tim D’Annunzio 
Pat and Vikki D’Apolito/Joseph D’Apolito  
   And Son 
William S. Daugherty 
Dave DeWolf 
Eiff Aerodynamics 
Doug Garr 
Bob Gates 
Sandy Getz 
Bruce Grothen 
Lee Guilfoyle 
Kurt Hoffman 
Randy Jacobs 
Don Jenkins—Jenkins Auto Group 
Jennings Productions—Joe Jennings 
Stuart Johnson 
Dick Myron 
Nancy LaRiviere—Jump Shack 
Dusty Lee Johnson 
Stuart Johnson 
Marty Jones 
Lee Kampstad 
Andrew Keech 
Norman Kent 
Joe and Sherry Kittinger 
Lara Kjeldsen 
Chip Maury 
Mile-Hi Skydiving Center, Inc. 
Linda Miller 
Pat and Alicia Moorehead 
Canopy Formation Team, and Wingsuit 
   Team—August NSM Event in DeLand 
Chris Needels 
Bill Newell 
Jeff Norris 
North American Aerodynamics 
Parachute Labs, Inc. 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
Photo-Chuting Enterprises 
PIA 
Lenny Potts 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
“Lee” Arlene Richards-Cooper 
Rigging Innovations 
Cliff Schmucker—SSK Industries 
Nathan Schmucker 



 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

The purpose of the National Skydiving Museum is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public education 
and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture forever the 

history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

 

 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

Join us for a special    
evening in our Nation’s 
Capital as we induct six 
legends of skydiving into 
the National Skydiving 
Museum Hall of Fame.  
The 2011 honorees are:  
Uwe Beckman, Jacques- 
André Istel, Lenny Potts, 
Steve Snyder, Tee Taylor, 
and Bill Booth. (You can 
learn more about each 
inductee on page 4.) 

The Hall of Fame         
recognizes and honors 
those, who through     
leadership, innovation 
and/or outstanding 
achievements have      
defined, promoted,       
inspired and advanced 
skydiving at the highest 
and sustained levels in the 
past, present and for    
future generations of skydivers.   

Guests will have the opportunity to mingle and 
catch up with old friends at the Hall of Fame  
reception before dining on a delectable Chicken  
Saltimbocca entrée from award winning Main Event 
Caterers.  The venue, Terminal A at Reagan  
Washington National Airport, is situated just across 
from the Potomac River and offers stunning views 
of our Nation’s Capital.  Built in 1941, Terminal A is 
the airport’s original Terminal and is now listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.     
 

For dessert, guests will be treated to D.C.’s favorite  
destination for gourmet cupcakes. Georgetown  

Cupcakes have been          
featured on Oprah and in 
People Magazine and even 
has its own weekly TV  
series on TLC,  
“DC CUPCAKES.” 
 

Following dinner, the Hall 
of Fame inductees will be 
recognized for their many 
achievements and        
contributions to the sport 
of skydiving and presented 
with his or her Hall of Fame 
Blue Embroidered Jacket. 

Seating for the Dinner is 
limited. There are also   
numerous sponsorship   
opportunities to show your 
support. Details and     
registration information 
can be found on the      
enclosed form. 

Spring/Summer 2011 

The purpose of the National Skydiving Museum is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public education 
and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture forever the 

history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

The historic Terminal A at Reagan Washington National Airport is the venue for the 2nd 
National Skydiving Museum Hall of Fame Dinner. 

 

 
 
 
Please Join Us For The 

 

National Skydiving Museum  
Class of 2011 

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 
Uwe Beckman 

Jacques-André Istel 
Lenny Potts 

Steve Snyder 
Tee Taylor 
Bill Booth 

 

Friday, September 23, 2011 
at the Historic Terminal A 

Reagan Washington National Airport 
Washington, DC 

 
RSVP on enclosed registration form.   

 

The father of modern skydiving in the US, Jacques-André Istel 
immigrated from France as a boy and began parachuting in the 
US in 1950.On a visit to France in ’55, Jacques learned techniques 
of controlled freefall which he brought back to the US ending the 
days of flailing between exit and deployment. He formed the first 
US team to compete at the 3rd World Meet in Moscow and      
introduced collegiate competition. In 1957, with Lew Sanborn as 
VP, he created the world’s first private parachute company. 

VISIT WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

2010 Hall of Fame Inductee Colonel 
Joe Kittinger and wife Sherry attend 
the reopening of the  Col. Joe 
Kittinger Park in Orlando. The 
aviation-themed park was named in 
Kittinger’s honor in the mid-90’s but 
temporarily demolished for a  
highway expansion.  Museum Board 
of Trustee President Lenny Potts was 
on hand to congratulate Joe . 

A special thank you to DJ Associates, Inc.    
owners Jean Beck and her son Mike Beck who 
have pledged $25,000 to the museum.   

Since 1976, DJ Associates has been a proven 
supplier of high quality parachute and military 
hardware for a variety of industries all over the 
world specializing in small quantity orders of 
webbing, tapes, nylon, hook & loop fasteners, 
backpack hardware, buckles, loops & slides, 
cargo restraints, straps, cable ties, commercial 
aircraft seatbelt components, stainless steel, 
plastic and black hardware. 

DJ Associates was born “with a huge tightening 
of the belt and a prayer or two” in the garage of 
Jean and Don Beck in Fort Smith, Arkansas.  
Armed with years of experience in the parachute 
industry, Don wanted to fulfill a lifelong dream 
to set up his own business.  The company would 
sell to the “cut and sew” industry.  Anyone with 
a sewing machine, an empty garage, and an 
idea was a potential customer.   

Through his business conversations, Don soon 
realized the parachute industry needed a louder 
voice.  In January 1977, Parachute Equipment 
Industry Association was formed with Don   
serving as chairman.  In 1985, the name was 
changed to Parachute Industry Association 
(PIA). 

In 1982, DJ Associates moved into a converted 
horse barn situated on four acres on the      
outskirts of town with room for expansion.  That 
same year, they acquired three companies in 
Paris, Texas in the background music and sound 
industry.   

In April 1987, Don was stricken with Wegner’s 
disease, a rare disease with no cure.  Don 
passed that June and Mike stepped in to run the 
company full time.  In 1996, DJ received ISO 
certification to insure the quality of the products 
the company furnished and to improve customer 
service.   

Today, both Mike and Jean continue at the helm 
of DJ Associates and are closely involved with 
PIA activities.  Jean says that if Don were here 
today, he would look around, be very pleased at 
how far we have all come, but ever the optimist 
would say, “it can only get better.” 

joins the museum’s Falcon Club 

Introducing the Hall of Fame Class of 2011. . . 

The late Uwe Beckmann of Germany was an active participant 
in the CIP (International Parachuting Committee) of the FAI. He 
participated in discussions of early relative work events,        
including baton pass relays and stars. In 1994, he was awarded 
the FAI Gold Parachuting Medal, "for an outstanding accomplish-
ment in connection with parachuting." In 1979, he collaborated 
with the late Larry Yohn in writing a book, "Sky Diving." 

 

Bill Booth took up skydiving in 1965 and became an instructor 
in 1967. In 1972, he started United Parachute Technologies, a 
parachute manufacturing company now located in DeLand, FL.  
Bill has been awarded 12 US and foreign patents for skydiving 
safety systems. In the 1990s, he formed Polar Expeditions, Inc. 
and with his Russian partners led six parachuting expeditions 
through Siberia to the North Pole.    

The late Steve Snyder was an aeronautical engineer, aviation 
pioneer, and skydiver. He learned to fly at 16 and to skydive in 
college becoming one of the first competitive skydivers in the US. 
After college, Steve started his own parachute jumping school  
and, with Charlie Hillard, was one of the first two Americans to 
pass a baton in mid-air. He had several patents for aviation    
products including one for a rectangular-shaped parachute design.   

Thelma "Tee" Taylor made her first jump in Arizona in 1961 
and continued to jump in the Dallas area while she worked as a 
flight attendant for American Airlines. In the 1963 Nationals, Tee 
qualified for the US Team, and participated in the World Meet in 
Leutkirch, Germany winning first place in style, placed in        
accuracy, and won the Individual World Women's Championship. 
She also competed in the 1964 Nationals in Salt Lake City. 

Lenny Potts officially began his skydiving career in 1952 in New 
Jersey with the US Special Forces and his civilian skydiving career 
in 1958.  By the time he officially retired from skydiving, he had 
logged 3,500 jumps and participated in competitions both in the 
states and abroad. In the late 60’s and 70’s, Lenny served as the 
USPA’s FAA liaison on Capitol Hill. His personal persuasiveness 
was instrumental during the growing years of the USPA.  




