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public education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture
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TM

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  Spring/Summer 2017

The purpose of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame™ is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through
public education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety.

TM

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM “Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM
“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM

 

2014 Celebration Weekend Continues…. 

VISIT WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG 

The final results of the museum’s conceptual 
design project were recently unveiled at the PIA and 
USPA gathering in early February and 
the preliminary reviews were enthusi-
astically positive: “Wow.” “Impressive.”
“Love it.” “Great stuff.” “Fantastic.” 

The setting was Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. The events were the  
Parachute Industry Association’s    
biennial Symposium, the meeting of the 
Board of the United States Parachute 
Association and the USPA Drop Zone 
Operators’ Conference. With so many 
events taking place in one place at one 
time, it was the perfect setting to    
selectively share our plans with    
important members of the skydiving 
industry and community. 

A massive conceptual graphic of the exterior 
rendering of the museum that will be built in North 
Orlando (Florida) was the center point of the museum’s 
booth at the PIA Symposium. Printed seven feet high 
and ten feet wide, it attracted a great deal of attention.   
Thirty-one of the exhibitors at the Symposium proudly 
displayed signs in their booths stating “We Proudly  

Support the  
International 
Skydiving Museum & 
Hall of Fame.” 

The process of 
moving towards  
ultimately building the 
International  
Skydiving Museum & 
Hall of Fame has now 
begun in earnest with 
what can be referred 

to as the validation phase. During this phase, the plans 
for the Museum & Hall of Fame are being presented to 
prominent and influential members of the skydiving 
community and industry. “These are the people whose 
support will allow us to move forward,” says  
Development Committee Chair Dana Engelstad. “They 
are vitally important to us. We are thrilled by their  
enthusiastic responses.” 

“Clearly, we are headed in the right direction 
and momentum is building,” commented museum  

president and CEO James (Curt) Curtis after the events 
in Chattanooga concluded. 

“In many ways this was a four-day focus group,” 
stated Director of Development Jim McCormick. “We 
were seeking feedback from people who are very  
important to us and it was all positive.” 

Stay tuned for further announcements on our 
progress toward the ultimate goal of funding and  
building YOUR museum on our website, in Parachutist 
Magazine, and in our newsletters and museum social 
media. 

In other developments, the newly introduced 
ambassador program continues to be very popular.   
Introduced in August, it is now approaching fifty  
participating ambassadors. “We could not be happier 
with the response to the ambassador program,”  
commented Development Director McCormick. “The 
skydiving community is showing that it really wants to 
see the Museum & Hall of Fame built. All the support is 
both significant and gratifying.” 

More information on the Ambassador Program is 
available at: 

www.SkydivingMuseum.org/Ambassador-Program 

Be sure to check out the 2017 
International Skydiving Hall of 
Fame Celebration Event insert 
and registration form!    

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of D-20,000’s Jump 
February 10, 1997, President George Herbert Walker Bush stepped on to the podium at the Parachute 

Industry Association’s biennial Symposium and donned a Switlik parachute like 
the one he used to bail out of his crippled torpedo bomber off the coast of    
Japanese-occupied island Chi Chi Jima. The next morning, to everyone’s  
surprise, he called one of his former White House staff advisors, who also    
happened to be USPA’s executive director, and declared he wanted to make  
another parachute jump. After looking at the various first-jump student      
methods, he unhesitatingly selected Accelerated Freefall (AFF). He wanted to   
deploy his own parachute, as he had done during WWII. 

To make it happen, the skydiving community pulled out all the 
stops. USPA provided a training faculty. The Army provided a Golden Knight
trainer and use of Yuma Proving Grounds, Arizona. PIA rallied manufacturers to  
provide customized and personalized equipment. Larry Hill’s Skydive Arizona provided its Skyvan and a place to 
train, and Tom Sanders put together an expert photography/videography team. Then, for six weeks at both Skydive   
Arizona and Yuma Proving Grounds, rehearsals were conducted in earnest, with the AFF instructional team practicing 
every conceivable “W  .oiranecs ”?fi tah

Finally on March 24, the former commander in chief arrived on the scene to begin two days of training. And 
on March 25 — twenty years ago — President Bush shocked the world with his first skydive. And he would go on to 
make several more. Happy twentieth anniversary, Mr. President. We are proud and honored to have you as the     
Honorary Chairman of the Board of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame. Your positive impact on the   
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The museum took a bold step forward in November toward preserving a large piece of skydiving history 
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The museum took a bold step forward in November toward preserving a large piece of skydiving history 

by announcing the creation of the Skydiving Photo, Film & Video Archive Preservation Project. The

project initiative was kick-started by the acquisition of the historic skydiving photo collection of famed

freefall photographer Jerry Irwin, who passed away this February. We intend to expand the entire

collection to other renowned freefall photographers and videographers.
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The International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2016. 
**We regret any errors or omissions in this list. If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.
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3rd Party Events Benefit Skydiving Museum 

A third-party fundraiser is a        
company, organization or           
individual that wishes to hold a  
promotion, event or sale to benefit 
the Skydiving Museum where the 
museum has no financial                  
responsibility and minimal or no 
staff involvement is required.  If you 
are interested in organizing an 
event that supports the Skydiving 
Museum, please contact Nancy 
Kemble at 540-604-9745 or                               
nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org.  

STARWall . . . Skydiver Tribute & Recognition 

Chuting Times is a  
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and  volunteers. 
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National Skydiving Museum 
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Visit our website at: 
www.skydivingmuseum.org 

                                            presented a $2,000 check to 
the Skydiving Museum for two recent events, the 
American Revolution Boogie held the fourth of July 
weekend and Casino Night, Saturday, October 4th. 
Activities at the DZ October 4 included the Štefan Banič 
6-Way Speed Star event (pictured left /Photo by David Ryder) 

T he museum’s Memorial and In Honor of Brick Program 
has been renamed STAR – Skydiver Tribute and
Recognition Wall. 

Celebrate your career in skydiving or recognize and celebrate the life of someone special 
(living or deceased) by honoring them with a brick engraved with your personal message.  
Your brick will become a permanent part of skydiving history on the STAR – Skydiver 
Tribute and Recognition Wall that will be prominently located as part of the museum. 

You are invited to participate in the STARWall Program for a special donation of $1,000 
(payable at one time or up to 12 easy monthly credit card payments). The Skydiving     
Museum is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation (tax ID #23-7181972) and all donations 
are deductible for income tax purposes to the full extent of the law. Anyone who            
participates in the program will receive a miniature “thank you” brick to acknowledge 
their contribution to the museum. Use it as a paperweight or add a magnet and put it on 
your refrigerator. If you are purchasing a brick for someone special, we will send a letter 
stating your intentions to that individual or their family. 

To make your year-end donation and become part of the STARWall,  fill out the donation 
form on the back page of this newsletter and check the “STARWall” brick line. 

Heroes Skydiving 100-Way         
Sequential Event, held October    
2–5, at the Florida Skydiving  

Center, Lake Wales, raised 
$2,002 for the Skydiving Museum & Hall of  Fame!  
From left: Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame Board President & CEO, 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III, Louis French (member, Heroes Skydiving 
leadership team) and Board Trustee & Development Committee Chair, 
Dana Engelstad. (Photo by Sean Capogreco) 

  Special thanks to Sandy Reid and the                
Midwest Skydivers Reunion that held a 
Labor Day reunion in Ray, MI, to benefit 
the museum. Competitive teams from 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin   
actively competing in the ’70s and ’80s converged on 
Midwest Freefall Skydiving Club for four days of   
skydiving, storytelling, gear demonstrations, oral 
history interviews and general camaraderie. A fun 
time was had by all! 

   

 

A special thank you to those donors 
who, cumulatively, have contributed 
more than $10,000 to the Int’l  
Skydiving Museum (through 2016) 

William Ottley Circle  
($1 million & above) 
Parachute Industry Association 
Vakos Development Company 
William H. Ottley  

 Charitable Fund Pledge 

Chairman’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Karen Dean 
Don Jenkins 
Kirk Knight 
Lenny Potts 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Ronald J. Zais 

Founder’s Circle ($50,000—$99,999) 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad  
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life 
Thatcher White 

President’s Circle  
($25,000—$49,999) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & 
   Mike Beck  
Estate of Robert Waspe 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Performance Designs, Inc.  
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Skydive Arizona 
United States Parachute Association 

Trustee’s Circle ($10,000—$24,999) 
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
John Higgins 
Pat Moorehead Team-80 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Myrt Rose 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 

Thank you to members of  
our “Legacy Society” who have 
included the Int’l Skydiving  
Museum in their Will 
Anonymous 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Carol Laithwaite 
   (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
Linda Miller 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Jo Timmsen 
Pat Works 

2016 Donations 
Falcon ($50,000—$99,999) 
Kirk Knight 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 

Kestrel ($25,000—$49,999) 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Ronald J. Zais 

Platinum ($10,000—$24,999) 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Don Jenkins 
Parachute Industry Association 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products Inc. 
Skydive Arizona 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 

Gold ($5,000—$9,999) 
Jack Adkins 
Airtec GmGH & Co. KG Safety Systems 
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 
Cris Fucci 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
John Higgins 
Mike Horan 
Michael Kearns 
Xiaoli Lai 
Marylou Laughlin 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Robert Lewis 
Jim McCormick 
Linda Miller 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Steve Pisano 
Simon & Priscilla Repton 
Rigging Innovations/Sandy & Brenda Reid 
Jose Rodriguez  
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Adam Schmucker 
Nathan Schmucker 
Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay Stokes 
Fran Strimenos 
Tee Taylor 
Laura Tyler 
Beverly Veley (In memory of  
   Bob Veley Jr.) 
Bruce Wicks 
Graeme Windsor 
Pat Works 

Ambassadors 
Jack Adkins 
Curt Bachman 
Larry K. Bagley 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Dana P. Engelstad 
Robert Feldman 
Cris Fucci 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
John Higgins 
Mike Horan 
Michael Kearns 
Kirk Knight 
Xiaoli Lai 
Marylou Laughlin 
Marcie LaVanway 
Robert Lewis 
Jim McCormick 
Linda M
Chris Needels 
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Ambassadors (cont’d) 

SFC Larry Stafford USA Ret.

Steve Pisano 
Sandy Reid 
Simon Repton 
Jose Rodriguez 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Adam Schmucker 
Nathan Schmucker 

Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay Stokes 
Fran Strimenos 
Tee Taylor 
Pat Thomas 
Laura Tyler 
Beverly Veley (In memory of 
   Bob Veley Jr.) 
Bruce Wicks 
Graeme Windsor 
Pat Works 
Ronald J. Zais 

Silver ($1,000—$4,999) 
David Ash 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Butler Parachute Systems 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Alan Eustace 
Vernie Hilliard (In Memory of  
   James Hughes) 
Joseph Howard 
Robert Charles MacDonald 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Nate & Jill Pond 
Tom Reiman 
Parachutists Over Phorty Society (POPS) 
Peggy Sheltra 
Skydive Perris and  
   Perris Indoor Skydiving 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 

STARWall Bricks 
Jack Adkins 
Beaver Valley Skydivers
Vernie Hilliard (In Memory of 
   James Hughes) 
Robert Charles MacDonald 
Linda Miller (In Honor of Team Raeford) 
Parachutists Over Phorty Society 
(POPS) Tom Reiman 

Bronze ($500—$999) 
Kim Barden 
Kirk & Gay Bastian 
James Davis 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & 
   Mike Beck 
Dick & Linda Fortenberry 
Nick Furchner 
Jerry Gleim 
Sandra Holland 
Kim Knor 
David Linkiewicz 
Coy McDonald 
Corey Mendoza 
David & Kay Robinson 
Scott Schumacher 
Craig Seasly 
Claudio Serafini 
Jim Stengell 
Bekie Thompson 
Kevin & Cheri Vetter 
David Woodhouse 
Lori Zito 

Friend ($100—$499) 
Ronny Anderson 
Hank Barber 
Fred Basile 
Mack H. Belcher 
Bent Prop Saloon & Cookery 
Jeff Boddiger 
Jerry Bourquin 
Steven Cain 
Glenn Francis Dalgliesh 
Cliff Davis 
Aaron Engelman 
Lynn Fogleman 
Wayne Fortenberry 
James Frantz 
Ben Frevert 
George & Sue Frey 
Craig “Scotty” & Louise Gallan 
Ray Garin 
Claude Gillard 
John Goswitz 
Al & Kristin Gramando 
Ed Haas 
Greg Hackett 
Tom Hamrich 
Dennis Henley 
Peter Hill 
Paul Hinen 
Allan R. Homstead 
Winchester Hotchkiss 
Michael Jackson 
Bill & Carol Jones 
Andy & Marie Keech 
Roger Kidd 
Al King 
Red & Pam Kosteba 
Courtney Lee 
Walter “Pete” Lee 
Gary Lewis 
Fred & Jan Lundquist 
Chuck MacCrone 
Russ & Julie Manhold 
James McGaha 
Craig Myers 
Brian O’Connor 
Carlyn Olson Paterson 
Michael Owens 
Anthony Peralta 
Raymond Peralta 
Dino Peros 
Stephanie Reed 
Jim Rinder 
Barbara Roquemore 
Tara Rupp 
Lew Sanborn 
Tom & Denise Sanders 
Dennis Sattler 
Sheila Sharman 
Charles Shaw 
Muriel Simbro 
Skydivers Attending Perris Valley’s 40th  
   Anniversary Celebration 
Larry Stafford 
Lynn Kelley Thomas 
Christina & Charles Thurber 
Jo Timmsen 
Ed VanDerPas 
Ed Vickery 
Gary Weaver 
Dick & Joan Williams 
Elizabeth Wilson Foster 
Jerry Wright 

In Memory of Sue Alley 
Donald Sluter 

In Memory of Lowell & Dori 
Bachman Ray & Jane Drexler 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Sally Thomas 
Paul & Mary Thompson 
Marsha Urbahns 

In Memory of Len Czarnecki 
John & Margaret Tippy 

In Memory of Neva deWolf 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of Joan Guilfoyle 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of Benjamin Johnson 
Carolyn S. Clay 

In Memory of Mathew Kenney 
Carolyn S. Clay 

In Memory of Chuck MacCrone  
Woody & Janice Binnicker 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products Inc. 

In Memory of Condon McDonough 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of Radoslav "Slavo" Mulik 
(STARWall Brick)
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
G. A. & D. E. Doles 
MAJ Leigh C. Fairbank III (USA Ret.)  
   & Barbara J. Fairbank 
Roger & Verna Herreid 
The Milliorn Family 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Roy & Janet Scott 
David & Cecil Strother 
Howard & Lynn Tidwell 

In Memory of Keith Nielson — 
   Ervin Jon Gaspard 

Joyce Vagnozzi 
Lois Wilkens 

Scott Schumacher 

In Memory of Gary Pond 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of my son, Gary Pond 
Nona King 

In Memory of Dan Poynter 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & 

 Mike Beck 

In Memory of Judd Raymond 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of Bob Roach 
Garrett Shaw 

In Memory of Jacky Sanborn 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of my father, 
   Stephen L. Snyder 
Howard Snyder 

In Memory of Gene Paul Thacker 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 

In Memory of Pat Works 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 

In Honor of Mary Bauer 
Ronald J. Zais 

In Honor of Dick Fortenberry 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Honor of "The Enforcer — 
   Doug Garr" 
Donald Sluter 

In Honor of his wife, Delia 
Coy McDonald 

In Honor of Bill Morrissey 
Nate & Jill Pond 

In Memory of Ben Soyars 
Carolyn S. Clay 

In Honor of Robert W. Stumm 
Ronald J. Zais 

In Honor of Paul & Mary Thompson 
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 

In Kind Donors 
Greg Chiaravalle 
Jim Cox 
Mary Emison 
R Jacobs 
Red & Pam Kosteba 
Barney Mayer 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory W. McNeese 
Anthony Peralta 
Jose Rodriguez 
Jeff Russell 
Lew Sanborn 
Jerry & Barbara Swovelin 
Ed Tompkins 
Steve “Windsock” Weinstein 

Sponsors — 2016 Hall of Fame 
   Celebration Event 
Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction        

 rosnopS gnitneserP ynomereC

Skydive TV 
Official Media Sponsor 

DZ Venue Sponsor

Skydive TV Sponsors 
 Cypres 
 Fisher Space Pen 
 Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc. 
 Sun Path Products Inc. 

Kirk Knight 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 

Phil Chiocchio/Bob Lewis 
AV Sponsors 

Jose Rodriguez 
Hall of Fame Banquet Wine Sponsor 

Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc. 
Centerpiece Sponsor 

James F. (Curt) Curtis III & 
   Tim Saltonstall 
Pioneers Lounge Sponsors 

Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 
Pioneers Reunion Lunch Sponsor 

Skydive Perris 
Pro-Am 4-Way Scrambles Sponsor 

Cypres2 
Name Badge/Lanyard Sponsor 

Gold Table Sponsors 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Alan Eustace 
Peggy Poppenhager Sheltra 
Skydive Arizona (2) 
Skydivers Resurrection Award Group (2) 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. (2) 
United Parachute Technologies/ 

 Vigil America 

Ten-Way Tables 
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley (2) 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf (3) 
Linda Miller 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead Family 
Rigging Innovations/ 
   Sandy & Brenda Reid 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway (2) 
Pat & Jan Works 

The International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2016. 
**We regret any errors or omissions in this list. If you note an error or missing name, ple ase contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records. 
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A special thank you to those donors 
who, cumulatively, have contributed 
more than $10,000 to the Int’l  
Skydiving Museum (through 2016) 
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($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family 
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Skydive Perris and  
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Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 
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   James Hughes) 
Robert Charles MacDonald 
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Scott Schumacher 
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Kevin & Cheri Vetter 
David Woodhouse 
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Friend ($100—$499) 
Ronny Anderson 
Hank Barber 
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Mack H. Belcher 
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Jeff Boddiger 
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Steven Cain 
Glenn Francis Dalgliesh 
Cliff Davis 
Aaron Engelman 
Lynn Fogleman 
Wayne Fortenberry 
James Frantz 
Ben Frevert 
George & Sue Frey 
Craig “Scotty” & Louise Gallan 
Ray Garin 
Claude Gillard 
John Goswitz 
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Greg Hackett 
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Michael Jackson 
Bill & Carol Jones 
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Al King 
Red & Pam Kosteba 
Courtney Lee 
Walter “Pete” Lee 
Gary Lewis 
Fred & Jan Lundquist 
Chuck MacCrone 
Russ & Julie Manhold 
James McGaha 
Craig Myers 
Brian O’Connor 
Carlyn Olson Paterson 
Michael Owens 
Anthony Peralta 
Raymond Peralta 
Dino Peros 
Stephanie Reed 
Jim Rinder 
Barbara Roquemore 
Tara Rupp 
Lew Sanborn 
Tom & Denise Sanders 
Dennis Sattler 
Sheila Sharman 
Charles Shaw 
Muriel Simbro 
Skydivers Attending Perris Valley’s 40th  
   Anniversary Celebration 
Larry Stafford 
Lynn Kelley Thomas 
Christina & Charles Thurber 
Jo Timmsen 
Ed VanDerPas 
Ed Vickery 
Gary Weaver 
Dick & Joan Williams 
Elizabeth Wilson Foster 
Jerry Wright 



Remembering Our Donors: Thank You!

  

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM “Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM
“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM

 

2014 Celebration Weekend Continues…. 

VISIT WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG 
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 VISIT  WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG  

3rd Party Events Benefit Skydiving Museum 

A third-party fundraiser is a        
company, organization or           
individual that wishes to hold a  
promotion, event or sale to benefit 
the Skydiving Museum where the 
museum has no financial                  
responsibility and minimal or no 
staff involvement is required.  If you 
are interested in organizing an 
event that supports the Skydiving 
Museum, please contact Nancy 
Kemble at 540-604-9745 or                               
nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org.  

STARWall . . . Skydiver Tribute & Recognition 
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                                            presented a $2,000 check to 
the Skydiving Museum for two recent events, the 
American Revolution Boogie held the fourth of July 
weekend and Casino Night, Saturday, October 4th. 
Activities at the DZ October 4 included the Štefan Banič 
6-Way Speed Star event (pictured left /Photo by David Ryder) 

T he museum’s Memorial and In Honor of Brick Program 
has been renamed STAR – Skydiver Tribute and
Recognition Wall. 

Celebrate your career in skydiving or recognize and celebrate the life of someone special 
(living or deceased) by honoring them with a brick engraved with your personal message.  
Your brick will become a permanent part of skydiving history on the STAR – Skydiver 
Tribute and Recognition Wall that will be prominently located as part of the museum. 

You are invited to participate in the STARWall Program for a special donation of $1,000 
(payable at one time or up to 12 easy monthly credit card payments). The Skydiving     
Museum is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation (tax ID #23-7181972) and all donations 
are deductible for income tax purposes to the full extent of the law. Anyone who            
participates in the program will receive a miniature “thank you” brick to acknowledge 
their contribution to the museum. Use it as a paperweight or add a magnet and put it on 
your refrigerator. If you are purchasing a brick for someone special, we will send a letter 
stating your intentions to that individual or their family. 

To make your year-end donation and become part of the STARWall,  fill out the donation 
form on the back page of this newsletter and check the “STARWall” brick line. 

Heroes Skydiving 100-Way         
Sequential Event, held October    
2–5, at the Florida Skydiving  

Center, Lake Wales, raised 
$2,002 for the Skydiving Museum & Hall of  Fame!  
From left: Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame Board President & CEO, 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III, Louis French (member, Heroes Skydiving 
leadership team) and Board Trustee & Development Committee Chair, 
Dana Engelstad. (Photo by Sean Capogreco) 

  Special thanks to Sandy Reid and the                
Midwest Skydivers Reunion that held a 
Labor Day reunion in Ray, MI, to benefit 
the museum. Competitive teams from 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin   
actively competing in the ’70s and ’80s converged on 
Midwest Freefall Skydiving Club for four days of   
skydiving, storytelling, gear demonstrations, oral 
history interviews and general camaraderie. A fun 
time was had by all! 
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Skydive Arizona

A special thank you to those donors 
who, cumulatively, have contributed 
more than $10,000 to the Int’l  
Skydiving Museum (through 2016) 

William Ottley Circle  
($1 million & above) 
Parachute Industry Association 
Vakos Development Company 
William H. Ottley  

 Charitable Fund Pledge 

Chairman’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Karen Dean 
Don Jenkins 
Kirk Knight 
Lenny Potts 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Ronald J. Zais 

Founder’s Circle ($50,000—$99,999) 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad  
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
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Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
John Higgins 
Pat Moorehead Team-80 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Myrt Rose 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 

Thank you to members of  
our “Legacy Society” who have 
included the Int’l Skydiving  
Museum in their Will 
Anonymous 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Carol Laithwaite 
   (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
Linda Miller 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Jo Timmsen 
Pat Works 

2016 Donations 
Falcon ($50,000—$99,999) 
Kirk Knight 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 

Kestrel ($25,000—$49,999) 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Ronald J. Zais 

Platinum ($10,000—$24,999) 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Don Jenkins 
Parachute Industry Association 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products Inc. 
Skydive Arizona 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 

Gold ($5,000—$9,999) 
Jack Adkins 
Airtec GmGH & Co. KG Safety Systems 
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 
Cris Fucci 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
John Higgins 
Mike Horan 
Michael Kearns 
Xiaoli Lai 
Marylou Laughlin 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Robert Lewis 
Jim McCormick 
Linda Miller 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Para Gear Equipment Co., Inc./ 
   Curt Bachman 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Steve Pisano 
Simon & Priscilla Repton 
Rigging Innovations/Sandy & Brenda Reid 
Jose Rodriguez  
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Adam Schmucker 
Nathan Schmucker 
Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay Stokes 
Fran Strimenos 
Tee Taylor 
Laura Tyler 
Beverly Veley (In memory of  
   Bob Veley Jr.) 
Bruce Wicks 
Graeme Windsor 
Pat Works 

Ambassadors 
Jack Adkins 
Curt Bachman 
Larry K. Bagley 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Dana P. Engelstad 
Robert Feldman 
Cris Fucci 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
John Higgins 
Mike Horan 
Michael Kearns 
Kirk Knight 
Xiaoli Lai 
Marylou Laughlin 
Marcie LaVanway 
Robert Lewis 
Jim McCormick 
Linda M
Chris Needels 

iller 

Ambassadors (cont’d) 

SFC Larry Stafford USA Ret.

Steve Pisano 
Sandy Reid 
Simon Repton 
Jose Rodriguez 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Adam Schmucker 
Nathan Schmucker 

Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay Stokes 
Fran Strimenos 
Tee Taylor 
Pat Thomas 
Laura Tyler 
Beverly Veley (In memory of 
   Bob Veley Jr.) 
Bruce Wicks 
Graeme Windsor 
Pat Works 
Ronald J. Zais 

Silver ($1,000—$4,999) 
David Ash 
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Butler Parachute Systems 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Alan Eustace 
Vernie Hilliard (In Memory of  
   James Hughes) 
Joseph Howard 
Robert Charles MacDonald 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Nate & Jill Pond 
Tom Reiman 
Parachutists Over Phorty Society (POPS) 
Peggy Sheltra 
Skydive Perris and  
   Perris Indoor Skydiving 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 

STARWall Bricks 
Jack Adkins 
Beaver Valley Skydivers
Vernie Hilliard (In Memory of 
   James Hughes) 
Robert Charles MacDonald 
Linda Miller (In Honor of Team Raeford) 
Parachutists Over Phorty Society 
(POPS) Tom Reiman 

Bronze ($500—$999) 
Kim Barden 
Kirk & Gay Bastian 
James Davis 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & 
   Mike Beck 
Dick & Linda Fortenberry 
Nick Furchner 
Jerry Gleim 
Sandra Holland 
Kim Knor 
David Linkiewicz 
Coy McDonald 
Corey Mendoza 
David & Kay Robinson 
Scott Schumacher 
Craig Seasly 
Claudio Serafini 
Jim Stengell 
Bekie Thompson 
Kevin & Cheri Vetter 
David Woodhouse 
Lori Zito 

Friend ($100—$499) 
Ronny Anderson 
Hank Barber 
Fred Basile 
Mack H. Belcher 
Bent Prop Saloon & Cookery 
Jeff Boddiger 
Jerry Bourquin 
Steven Cain 
Glenn Francis Dalgliesh 
Cliff Davis 
Aaron Engelman 
Lynn Fogleman 
Wayne Fortenberry 
James Frantz 
Ben Frevert 
George & Sue Frey 
Craig “Scotty” & Louise Gallan 
Ray Garin 
Claude Gillard 
John Goswitz 
Al & Kristin Gramando 
Ed Haas 
Greg Hackett 
Tom Hamrich 
Dennis Henley 
Peter Hill 
Paul Hinen 
Allan R. Homstead 
Winchester Hotchkiss 
Michael Jackson 
Bill & Carol Jones 
Andy & Marie Keech 
Roger Kidd 
Al King 
Red & Pam Kosteba 
Courtney Lee 
Walter “Pete” Lee 
Gary Lewis 
Fred & Jan Lundquist 
Chuck MacCrone 
Russ & Julie Manhold 
James McGaha 
Craig Myers 
Brian O’Connor 
Carlyn Olson Paterson 
Michael Owens 
Anthony Peralta 
Raymond Peralta 
Dino Peros 
Stephanie Reed 
Jim Rinder 
Barbara Roquemore 
Tara Rupp 
Lew Sanborn 
Tom & Denise Sanders 
Dennis Sattler 
Sheila Sharman 
Charles Shaw 
Muriel Simbro 
Skydivers Attending Perris Valley’s 40th  
   Anniversary Celebration 
Larry Stafford 
Lynn Kelley Thomas 
Christina & Charles Thurber 
Jo Timmsen 
Ed VanDerPas 
Ed Vickery 
Gary Weaver 
Dick & Joan Williams 
Elizabeth Wilson Foster 
Jerry Wright 



The purpose of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame™ is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through
public education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety.

TM

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  Spring/Summer 2017

The purpose of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame™ is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through
public education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety.

TM

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM “Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM
“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  TM

 

2014 Celebration Weekend Continues…. 

VISIT WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG 

The final results of the museum’s conceptual 
design project were recently unveiled at the PIA and 
USPA gathering in early February and 
the preliminary reviews were enthusi-
astically positive: “Wow.” “Impressive.”
“Love it.” “Great stuff.” “Fantastic.” 

The setting was Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. The events were the  
Parachute Industry Association’s    
biennial Symposium, the meeting of the 
Board of the United States Parachute 
Association and the USPA Drop Zone 
Operators’ Conference. With so many 
events taking place in one place at one 
time, it was the perfect setting to    
selectively share our plans with    
important members of the skydiving 
industry and community. 

A massive conceptual graphic of the exterior 
rendering of the museum that will be built in North 
Orlando (Florida) was the center point of the museum’s 
booth at the PIA Symposium. Printed seven feet high 
and ten feet wide, it attracted a great deal of attention.   
Thirty-one of the exhibitors at the Symposium proudly 
displayed signs in their booths stating “We Proudly  

Support the  
International 
Skydiving Museum & 
Hall of Fame.” 

The process of 
moving towards  
ultimately building the 
International  
Skydiving Museum & 
Hall of Fame has now 
begun in earnest with 
what can be referred 

to as the validation phase. During this phase, the plans 
for the Museum & Hall of Fame are being presented to 
prominent and influential members of the skydiving 
community and industry. “These are the people whose 
support will allow us to move forward,” says  
Development Committee Chair Dana Engelstad. “They 
are vitally important to us. We are thrilled by their  
enthusiastic responses.” 

“Clearly, we are headed in the right direction 
and momentum is building,” commented museum  

president and CEO James (Curt) Curtis after the events 
in Chattanooga concluded. 

“In many ways this was a four-day focus group,” 
stated Director of Development Jim McCormick. “We 
were seeking feedback from people who are very  
important to us and it was all positive.” 

Stay tuned for further announcements on our 
progress toward the ultimate goal of funding and  
building YOUR museum on our website, in Parachutist 
Magazine, and in our newsletters and museum social 
media. 

In other developments, the newly introduced 
ambassador program continues to be very popular.   
Introduced in August, it is now approaching fifty  
participating ambassadors. “We could not be happier 
with the response to the ambassador program,”  
commented Development Director McCormick. “The 
skydiving community is showing that it really wants to 
see the Museum & Hall of Fame built. All the support is 
both significant and gratifying.” 

More information on the Ambassador Program is 
available at: 

www.SkydivingMuseum.org/Ambassador-Program 

Be sure to check out the 2017 
International Skydiving Hall of 
Fame Celebration Event insert 
and registration form!    

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of D-20,000’s Jump 
February 10, 1997, President George Herbert Walker Bush stepped on to the podium at the Parachute 

Industry Association’s biennial Symposium and donned a Switlik parachute like 
the one he used to bail out of his crippled torpedo bomber off the coast of    
Japanese-occupied island Chi Chi Jima. The next morning, to everyone’s  
surprise, he called one of his former White House staff advisors, who also    
happened to be USPA’s executive director, and declared he wanted to make  
another parachute jump. After looking at the various first-jump student      
methods, he unhesitatingly selected Accelerated Freefall (AFF). He wanted to   
deploy his own parachute, as he had done during WWII. 

To make it happen, the skydiving community pulled out all the 
stops. USPA provided a training faculty. The Army provided a Golden Knight
trainer and use of Yuma Proving Grounds, Arizona. PIA rallied manufacturers to  
provide customized and personalized equipment. Larry Hill’s Skydive Arizona provided its Skyvan and a place to 
train, and Tom Sanders put together an expert photography/videography team. Then, for six weeks at both Skydive   
Arizona and Yuma Proving Grounds, rehearsals were conducted in earnest, with the AFF instructional team practicing 
every conceivable “W  .oiranecs ”?fi tah

Finally on March 24, the former commander in chief arrived on the scene to begin two days of training. And 
on March 25 — twenty years ago — President Bush shocked the world with his first skydive. And he would go on to 
make several more. Happy twentieth anniversary, Mr. President. We are proud and honored to have you as the     
Honorary Chairman of the Board of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame. Your positive impact on the   
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The museum took a bold step forward in November toward preserving a large piece of skydiving history 

. The 

freefall photographer Jerry Irwin

Photos by Jerry Irwin 

sport has been huge.
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The museum took a bold step forward in November toward preserving a large piece of skydiving history 

by announcing the creation of the Skydiving Photo, Film & Video Archive Preservation Project. The

project initiative was kick-started by the acquisition of the historic skydiving photo collection of famed

freefall photographer Jerry Irwin, who passed away this February. We intend to expand the entire

collection to other renowned freefall photographers and videographers.
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sport has been huge.

The final results of the museum’s conceptual 
design project were recently unveiled at the PIA and 
USPA gathering in early February and 
the preliminary reviews were enthusi-
astically positive: “Wow.” “Impressive.” 
“Love it.” “Great stuff.” “Fantastic.” 

A massive conceptual graphic of the exterior 
rendering of the museum that will be built in North

 Orlando (Florida) was the center point of the museum’s 
booth at the PIA Symposium. Printed seven feet high 
and ten feet wide, it attracted a great deal of attention.   
Thirty-one of the exhibitors at the Symposium proudly 
displayed signs in their booths stating “We Proudly  Stay tuned for further announcements on our 

progress toward the ultimate goal of funding and  
building YOUR museum on our website, in Parachutist 

media. 
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