
The purpose of the Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public
education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety.
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 More friends, more jumps, more sun and defi-
nitely more fun. That’s what you will find at our 2016 

Hall of Fame 
Celebration 
Event. Sky-
dive Arizona 
staff and the 
Hill family 
hosted the 
2012 cele-
bration event 
and there is 
no doubt 
they will 
make this 
year’s event 
bigger and 
better.

Skydive TV®  will be there to film, record and broadcast
the people and activities. 
 This year’s Hall of Fame inductees, through their 
contributions and efforts, have truly shaped the sport of 
skydiving. The Skydiving Hall of Fame Class of 2016 is: 
Larry K. Bagley, Central, Utah; Dave DeWolf, Elizabeth-
town, Pennsylvania; Edward A. “Doc” Fitch (posthumous);
Dick Fortenberry, Savannah, Georgia; Patrick “Pat” 
Moorehead, Long Beach, California; and Bill Morrissey,
Zephyrhills, Florida. The fundraiser is expected to raise
$100,000 for the museum. 
 The Early Bird Registration/Packet Pick-up will 
be Thursday, October 6, in the Pope Valley Pioneers 
Lounge at Skydive Arizona. Museum trustees will be on 
hand to meet and greet early arrivals. There will be fun 
jumping at the drop zone during the day and then a 
rousing good time as guests begin to arrive. The Pioneers
Lounge is sponsored by Pope Valley Parachute Ranch 
(Curt Curtis and Tim Saltonstall) and will be open for 
cocktails and conversation on Thursday from 4 pm to  
10 pm and throughout the weekend. 

 Starting Friday, enjoy a Gallery Stroll at the drop 
zone featuring skydiving artwork, jewelry and photogra-
phy. Friday jump activities will include an old time 10-way
speed competition out of the venerable DC-3, organized
and sponsored by Skydive Arizona. Strong Enterprises
will host the Pioneers Lunch, open to everyone, honoring 
the pioneers of skydiving. Later in the afternoon, POPS
(Parachutists Over Phorty Society) and its member
groups—SOS, JOS, JOES and JON—will be honored at the
Tribute Reception and Welcome BBQ where young and 
old, pioneers and legends, pros and aspiring champs, can 
meet, sign log books and take selfies. POPS will cap off
the celebration honoring their 50th anniversary with a
demo jump spelling out 5-0.     
 Action continues Saturday at Skydive Arizona for 
more competition and fun jumping. At 9 am, it will be 
wheels up for the Pro-Am Fun Scrambles Competition 
sponsored by Skydive Perris, featuring Arizona Airspeed 
(past and present) as the pros. Throughout the day, the 
Pioneers Lounge and the Gallery Stroll will be open. That 
evening, the big hangar at Skydive Arizona will be lit up 
for the Hall of Fame Reception, Banquet and Induction 
Ceremony where six legends and pioneers will be inducted
into the Hall of Fame. 
 PIA has graciously returned as the Hall of Fame  
Title Sponsor. More than 300 guests 
from around the world, including
many members of the Hall of Fame,
are expected to join us for the
evening reception, banquet, and
induction ceremony to honor the Class of 2016. 
 So join us the weekend of October 6–9 at Skydive
Arizona, Eloy. Check out the enclosed insert for
additional event information, hotel room blocks and
a registration form. You can also show your support
with various sponsorship opportunities including having
banners displayed all weekend and by making monetary
contributions that will be recognized in the weekend
program book. 

education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skyd

COME JOIN US . . . at Skydive Arizona for our
2016 Celebration Event  

      

McCormick Joins Museum as Director of Development 

 President & CEO James F. (Curt) Curtis III is pleased to announce that Jim 
McCormick has joined the Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame as Director of 
Development. At its February meeting, the Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to ask McCormick to join the
team that is moving aggressively to make the museum a
reality.   
 “We are excited to have Jim on board. In 
addition to being well-known in the skydiving community, 
he has a wealth of experience not only in fundraising 
but specifically in museum fundraising,” Curtis observed. 
 Development Committee Chair Dana Engelstad 
expanded, “We started working with Jim when we had 
him create a detailed plan for the pending Capital Campaign that will fund the 
construction of the museum. Through those dealings we came to see that Jim would
be an excellent candidate to guide us through a successful campaign.” 
 McCormick presented the plan for the Capital Campaign to the full board at 
their February meeting. In concert with the Development Committee, he then 
worked with the full board to implement the initial steps of the plan. 
 McCormick’s background in professional fundraising includes running a 
successful capital campaign for a unit of the medical school at the University of
California, Irvine. More recently, he has been part of an ongoing and very successful 
capital campaign for the National World War II Museum in New Orleans. McCormick
is an active skydiver who has earned multiple world, national and state large 
formations records. 
 “I am honored to be part of this momentous project and work with such a 
distinguished board,” McCormick commented. “It is truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience for everyone who is and will become involved in this extraordinary effort.” 

Pat and Jan Works to Receive 2016 Trustees’ Award
 Congratulations to Pat and Jan Works for being selected as this year’s winners of the museum’s Trustees’ 

Award. The presentation of the Trustees’ Award will be made during the museum’s Hall of Fame Banquet and 

Induction Ceremony October 8th at Skydive Arizona, Eloy. 

  Pat and Jan Works first got involved with the Skydiving Museum in 2012 when they were asked to assemble 

an exhibit on formation (AKA ‘relative work’) skydiving from the 1960s through the 1990s for the Skydive Museum 

Weekend Event in Eloy. They tapped into their personal collection of memorabilia to create a popular display that 

they repeated at Skydive Chicago the following year. Shortly after Eloy, Dan Poynter recruited Pat to join the 

Collections and Curatorial Committee as an advisor. He developed an inventory labeling system that will eventually

 link to an existing database for the purpose of cataloguing artifacts that have been donated to the Museum and put

in storage until a permanent warehousing solution for the collection can be settled. 

More recently, he created the museum’s popular online Skydiving Encyclopedia as a searchable WIKI, where others can contribute to building a 

comprehensive and accurate archive on the sport’s history. Jan is responsible for Editorial Oversight (reality checking) to ensure that as much 

as possible, visitors from around the world will find the WIKI to be THE credible resource for information on parachuting in all of its forms. 

 The Trustees’ Award was established to honor and recognize distinguished achievement of individuals or groups for their exemplary 

service, selfless giving and personal commitment to the goals and mission of the Skydiving Museum. 
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Remembering Our Donors: Thank You! 

  

 

2014 Celebration Weekend Continues…. 
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The Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2015. **We regret any errors or omissions in 
this list. If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.
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3rd Party Events Benefit Skydiving Museum 

A third-party fundraiser is a        
company, organization or           
individual that wishes to hold a  
promotion, event or sale to benefit 
the Skydiving Museum where the 
museum has no financial                  
responsibility and minimal or no 
staff involvement is required.  If you 
are interested in organizing an 
event that supports the Skydiving 
Museum, please contact Nancy 
Kemble at 540-604-9745 or                               
nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org.  

STARWall . . . Skydiver Tribute & Recognition 
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                                            presented a $2,000 check to 
the Skydiving Museum for two recent events, the 
American Revolution Boogie held the fourth of July 
weekend and Casino Night, Saturday, October 4th. 
Activities at the DZ October 4 included the Štefan Banič 
6-Way Speed Star event (pictured left /Photo by David Ryder) 

T he museum’s Memorial and In Honor of Brick Program 
has been renamed STAR – Skydiver Tribute and
Recognition Wall. 

Celebrate your career in skydiving or recognize and celebrate the life of someone special 
(living or deceased) by honoring them with a brick engraved with your personal message.  
Your brick will become a permanent part of skydiving history on the STAR – Skydiver 
Tribute and Recognition Wall that will be prominently located as part of the museum. 

You are invited to participate in the STARWall Program for a special donation of $1,000 
(payable at one time or up to 12 easy monthly credit card payments). The Skydiving     
Museum is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation (tax ID #23-7181972) and all donations 
are deductible for income tax purposes to the full extent of the law. Anyone who            
participates in the program will receive a miniature “thank you” brick to acknowledge 
their contribution to the museum. Use it as a paperweight or add a magnet and put it on 
your refrigerator. If you are purchasing a brick for someone special, we will send a letter 
stating your intentions to that individual or their family. 

To make your year-end donation and become part of the STARWall,  fill out the donation 
form on the back page of this newsletter and check the “STARWall” brick line. 

Heroes Skydiving 100-Way         
Sequential Event, held October    
2–5, at the Florida Skydiving  

Center, Lake Wales, raised 
$2,002 for the Skydiving Museum & Hall of  Fame!  
From left: Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame Board President & CEO, 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III, Louis French (member, Heroes Skydiving 
leadership team) and Board Trustee & Development Committee Chair, 
Dana Engelstad. (Photo by Sean Capogreco) 

  Special thanks to Sandy Reid and the                
Midwest Skydivers Reunion that held a 
Labor Day reunion in Ray, MI, to benefit 
the museum. Competitive teams from 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin   
actively competing in the ’70s and ’80s converged on 
Midwest Freefall Skydiving Club for four days of   
skydiving, storytelling, gear demonstrations, oral 
history interviews and general camaraderie. A fun 
time was had by all! 

   

 

A special thank you to those donors 
who, cumulatively, have contributed 
more than $10,000 to the Skydiving 
Museum (through 2015) 

William Ottley Circle  
($1 million & above) 
Vakos Development Company 
William H. Ottley  
   Charitable Fund Pledge 
 
Leonardo Da Vinci Circle 
($500,000–$999,999) 
Parachute Industry Association— 
    Naming Rights—The PIA Exhibit  
    on the History of Parachute  
    Equipment 
 
Chairman’s Circle  
($100,000–$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
    Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc.—  
    Naming Rights—The Lowell M.   
    Bachman Skydiving Theatre 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Karen Dean 
Don Jenkins 
Kirk Knight—Naming Rights—The Library  
    of Parachuting 
Lenny Potts—Naming Rights—The 
    Skydiving Hall of Fame Exhibit 
Ronald J. Zais—Naming Rights— 
    Memorial Patio & Walkway 
 
Founder’s Circle ($50,000–$99,999) 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad Charitable 
   Trust Pledge 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Thatcher White—Naming Rights—Media  
    Library 
 
President’s Circle  
($25,000–$49,999) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck  
Estate of Robert Waspe 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Performance Designs, Inc.  
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
United States Parachute Association 
 
Trustee’s Circle ($10,000–$24,999) 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
John Higgins 
Pat Moorehead Team-80 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Myrt Rose 
Skydive Arizona 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 

Thank you to members of  
our “Legacy Society” who  
have included the Skydiving  
Museum in their Wills 

Anonymous 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Carol Laithwaite 
   (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
Linda Miller 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Dan Poynter 
Pat Works 
 
           2015 Donations 
Kestrel ($25,000–$49,999)  
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Ronald J. Zais 
 
Platinum ($10,000–$24,999)   
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Don Jenkins 
Parachute Industry Association 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products Inc. 
 
Gold ($5,000–$9,999) 
Kirk Knight 
 
Silver ($1,000–$4,999) 
David Ash  
Bally Ribbon Mills 
James Baly and Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Jean Beck 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. (Peter and      
   Patricia Bourdon) 
Audrey Carpenter 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
DJ Associates 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
John Goswitz 
Michael S. Kearns (dba Eternal Friends of  
   Skydiving) 
John H. King 
Bud LaPointe’s family, friends and  
   fellow skydivers 
Marylou Laughlin 
Stuart Metcalfe 
Linda Miller 
Roberto Montañez 
Chris and Conny Needels 
North American Aerodynamics Inc. 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Diane Pond 
Nate and Jill Pond 
Lenny Potts 
The Rebel Skydivers 
Rigging Innovations Inc. 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
Mark Schubert 
Peggy Sheltra 
Skydive Arizona 
 

 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Larry Stein 
Strong Enterprises 
Paul and Mary Thompson 
Landon Thorne III 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 
 
Memorial Bench  
Gene Paul Thacker 
    (from Paraclete Real Estate Holdings,           
      LLC/Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio) 

STARWall Bricks 
In Memory of Dori Bachman from  
   Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. (Peter and  
   Patricia Bourdon) 
In memory of Dori Bachman from  
   Paul and Mary Thompson  
Jeffrey Carpenter in loving memory  
   from his wife, Audrey Carpenter  
Bud LaPointe from his family, friends  
   and fellow skydivers  
Rebel Skydivers from the Rebel  
   Skydivers 2015 
Stuart Metcalfe 
In Honor of Cathy Miller from Linda Miller 
In Honor of Clay Schoelpple from  
   Linda Miller 

Bronze ($500–$999) 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
Elizabeth Wilson Foster 
Mike Horan 
J. A. Istel 
Tom Kowalick 
Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc. 
ParaLoft Inc. (Dave DeWolf) 
Pepperell Skydiving Center 
Stefan Banic Foundation 
Reed and Rosemary Tupper 
David Woodhouse 
The family of Kenneth & Marty Lou Zorn,  
   Daniel & Hazel Zorn, Tom Zorn &  
   Marcos Cruz and James Zorn & Rebecca  
   Campbell 
 
Friend ($100–$499) 
Hank Barber 
Marjorie Bates 
William and Cricket Beaudreau 
Woody Binnicker 
Jeffrey Boddiger 
Bo Mabry and Gloria Chace-Mabry 
Donald “Ski” and Donna Chmielewski 
Calen Chrzan 
Rich D’Antonio 
Lee and Barbara Field 
Freedom Wind Tunnel (Neal Gouck) 
George and Sue Frey 
Sergei Givotovsky 
Jim Graham 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
Willliam T. Hamilton 
Norman Heaton 
Jack Jefferies 
John Jefferies 
Rayelene Koontz 
Robert Lewis 

Charles MacCrone 
Brick Mason 
Condon and Kay McDonough 
John and Christi Meyer 
Robert Meyer 
Mid America Sport Parachute Club  
Cathy Miller 
Pat and Alicia Moorehead 
William Morrissey 
Norman H. Olson 
Henry and Lizabeth Ottley 
Jim Papke 
Para Publishing (Dan Poynter) 
Jose Rodriguez 
Tom and Denise Sanders 
Ray Schafer 
Helmut Schlecht 
James Skakoon 
SkyVenture Management LLC 
James Smith 
John Stewart 
Kenneth Strathie 
Rob Szabo 
John Szumila 
Tee Taylor 
Daniel Thompson 
Kevin Thompson 
Jo Timmsen 
United States Parachute Association 
Scott Wallace 
Donna Wardean 
Peter and Ellen Wenk 
Russell and Brooke Wheeler 

Eagles Over Oshkosh 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Jim McCormick 
Larry Stein 
Mark Thompson 

In Honor of Jerry Bourquin 
Dick Myron 

In Honor of Lee Guilfoyle 
J. A. Istel 

In Honor of Mark Limond 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 

In Honor of Slavo Mulik 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 

In honor of the Pelican Skydivers 
Philip Bursley 

In honor of Paul (Pop) Poppenhager 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 
Landon Thorne III 

In honor of Brenda Reid 
Bally Ribbon Mills 

In Honor of Lew Sanborn 
Robert Lewis 
 
 
 

In Memory of Dori Bachman 
James Baly and Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Jane Beard 
Jean Beck 
Bergstrom Foundation  
Ken and Monna Blue 
Blue Skies Magazine, LLC 
Julien and JoAnn Collins 
Robert and Sally Cunningham 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
DJ Associates 
Ray and Jane Drexler 
Joe and Susan Enzenbacher 
Law offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
Judson and Glenda Force 
Sharon Fowler 
Warren and Kathie Grienenberger 
William Haljun 
Robert B. Horowitz 
Jim and Jean Jorgensen 
Kurt and Michelle Kelso 
Jeffrey Krol 
Richard and Colleen MacBlane 
Henry and Barbara Mawicke 
James and Pattie Miller 
Richard and Eloise Neidhardt 
North American Aerodynamics Inc. 
North Shore Printer, Inc. 
Northwest Flyers 
Rian O’Meara 
ParaLoft Inc (Dave DeWolf) 
Lenny Potts 
Thomas and Eleanor Prince 
Dennis and Carol Remke 
Richard Roberts 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Mary Suker 
Tee Taylor 
Reed and Rosemary Tupper 
Marsha B. Urbahns 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 
Wintrust Bank 
The family of Kenneth & Marty Lou Zorn,  
   Daniel & Hazel Zorn, Tom Zorn &  
   Marcos Cruz and James Zorn &   
   Rebecca Campbell 
Georgia Zummer 
 
In Memory of Lowell and Dori  
   Bachman 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Sally Thomas 
 
In Memory of Mark Braun 
Kristin Jewell 

In Memory of David Joseph Canales 
Larry Stafford 

In Memory of Bill Hector 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 

In Memory of Steve Martin 
Kenny Garrett 

In Memory of Ted Mayfield 
Dennis Hayes 
 
In Memory of Bob McDonnell 
Kathy McDonnell 

In Memory of Bill Mehr 
J. A. Istel

In Memory of Bill Ottley  
Larry Stafford 

In Memory of Gary Pond 
J. A. Istel 
Nona King 

In Memory of Dan Poynter 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. (Peter and  
   Patricia Bourdon) 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Mike Horan 
ParaLoft Inc. (Dave DeWolf) 
Gary Peek 

In Memory of Jacky Sanborn 
Robert Lewis 
 
In Memory of Bob Sinclair 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Memory of Ted Strong 
J. A. Istel

In Memory of Gene Paul Thacker 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
 
In Memory of Lofty Thomas 
DJ Associates 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc. 
Lenny Potts 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 

In Memory of Vic Valli 
J. A. Istel 
 
In Memory of Ian Wright 
Grace Thomas 

In-Kind Donors 
Jerry Baumchen 
Woody Binnicker 
James Bouchard 
Sonny Hale 
Donald Hayes  
Mike Horan 
Michael Kearns 
Hansoo Ko 
James McCarthy 
Scott McCarthy 
Teri New-Winnie 
Lew Sanborn 
Lofty Thomas 
Bill and Pat Wenger 

Sponsors—2015 Hall of Fame  
   Celebration Weekend 
Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
Hall of Fame Title Sponsor 
 

Connecticut Parachutists Inc. 
DZ Venue and Van Shuttle Sponsor 
 

Kirk Knight/USSOCOM Para-Commandos 
Hall of Fame Banquet Sponsor 

Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
Hall of Fame Reception Sponsor 

Kirk Knight 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 
 

Skydive Arizona 
Inductees’ Dinners Sponsor 
 

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/Robert  
    & Jeanine Feldman 
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 

Dana P. & MK Engelstad/Kirk Knight
Collegiate Dinners Sponsors 
 

Phil Chiocchio/Bob Lewis 
AV Sponsors 
 

Curt Curtis and Tim Saltonstall 
Pioneers Lounge Sponsors 
 

Strong Enterprises 
Pioneers Recognition Lunch Sponsor 
 

Skydive Dallas 
Food Court/Tent Sponsor 
 

Cypres2 
Name Badge/Lanyard Sponsor 
 

Skydive TV 
Media Sponsor 

Skydive TV Sponsors 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc. 
 

John Goswitz 
Swoop and Chug Sponsor 
(in memory of Dori Bachman) 
 

Skydive Perris 
Pro Am 6-Way Scrambles Sponsor 
 

Michael S. Kearns (dba Eternal Friends
of Skydiving)  
Collegiate Invitational Sponsor 

Gold Table Sponsors 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 
Lenny Potts 
Peggy Sheltra 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies/ 
   Vigil America 

Ten-Way Tables 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jill and Nate Pond 
Rigging Innovations Inc. 
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Remembering Our Donors: Thank You! 
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The Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2015. **We regret any errors or omissions in 
this list. If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records.
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3rd Party Events Benefit Skydiving Museum 

A third-party fundraiser is a        
company, organization or           
individual that wishes to hold a  
promotion, event or sale to benefit 
the Skydiving Museum where the 
museum has no financial                  
responsibility and minimal or no 
staff involvement is required.  If you 
are interested in organizing an 
event that supports the Skydiving 
Museum, please contact Nancy 
Kemble at 540-604-9745 or                               
nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org.  

STARWall . . . Skydiver Tribute & Recognition 
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                                            presented a $2,000 check to 
the Skydiving Museum for two recent events, the 
American Revolution Boogie held the fourth of July 
weekend and Casino Night, Saturday, October 4th. 
Activities at the DZ October 4 included the Štefan Banič 
6-Way Speed Star event (pictured left /Photo by David Ryder) 

T he museum’s Memorial and In Honor of Brick Program 
has been renamed STAR – Skydiver Tribute and
Recognition Wall. 

Celebrate your career in skydiving or recognize and celebrate the life of someone special 
(living or deceased) by honoring them with a brick engraved with your personal message.  
Your brick will become a permanent part of skydiving history on the STAR – Skydiver 
Tribute and Recognition Wall that will be prominently located as part of the museum. 

You are invited to participate in the STARWall Program for a special donation of $1,000 
(payable at one time or up to 12 easy monthly credit card payments). The Skydiving     
Museum is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation (tax ID #23-7181972) and all donations 
are deductible for income tax purposes to the full extent of the law. Anyone who            
participates in the program will receive a miniature “thank you” brick to acknowledge 
their contribution to the museum. Use it as a paperweight or add a magnet and put it on 
your refrigerator. If you are purchasing a brick for someone special, we will send a letter 
stating your intentions to that individual or their family. 

To make your year-end donation and become part of the STARWall,  fill out the donation 
form on the back page of this newsletter and check the “STARWall” brick line. 

Heroes Skydiving 100-Way         
Sequential Event, held October    
2–5, at the Florida Skydiving  

Center, Lake Wales, raised 
$2,002 for the Skydiving Museum & Hall of  Fame!  
From left: Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame Board President & CEO, 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III, Louis French (member, Heroes Skydiving 
leadership team) and Board Trustee & Development Committee Chair, 
Dana Engelstad. (Photo by Sean Capogreco) 

  Special thanks to Sandy Reid and the                
Midwest Skydivers Reunion that held a 
Labor Day reunion in Ray, MI, to benefit 
the museum. Competitive teams from 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin   
actively competing in the ’70s and ’80s converged on 
Midwest Freefall Skydiving Club for four days of   
skydiving, storytelling, gear demonstrations, oral 
history interviews and general camaraderie. A fun 
time was had by all! 

   

 

A special thank you to those donors 
who, cumulatively, have contributed 
more than $10,000 to the Skydiving 
Museum (through 2015) 

William Ottley Circle  
($1 million & above) 
Vakos Development Company 
William H. Ottley  
   Charitable Fund Pledge 
 
Leonardo Da Vinci Circle 
($500,000–$999,999) 
Parachute Industry Association— 
    Naming Rights—The PIA Exhibit  
    on the History of Parachute  
    Equipment 
 
Chairman’s Circle  
($100,000–$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/ 
    Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc.—  
    Naming Rights—The Lowell M.   
    Bachman Skydiving Theatre 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Karen Dean 
Don Jenkins 
Kirk Knight—Naming Rights—The Library  
    of Parachuting 
Lenny Potts—Naming Rights—The 
    Skydiving Hall of Fame Exhibit 
Ronald J. Zais—Naming Rights— 
    Memorial Patio & Walkway 
 
Founder’s Circle ($50,000–$99,999) 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad Charitable 
   Trust Pledge 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Thatcher White—Naming Rights—Media  
    Library 
 
President’s Circle  
($25,000–$49,999) 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck and 
   Mike Beck  
Estate of Robert Waspe 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Performance Designs, Inc.  
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
United States Parachute Association 
 
Trustee’s Circle ($10,000–$24,999) 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
John Higgins 
Pat Moorehead Team-80 
Chris & Conny Needels 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Myrt Rose 
Skydive Arizona 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 

Thank you to members of  
our “Legacy Society” who  
have included the Skydiving  
Museum in their Wills 

Anonymous 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jack and Renee Gregory 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Carol Laithwaite 
   (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
Linda Miller 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Dan Poynter 
Pat Works 
 
           2015 Donations 
Kestrel ($25,000–$49,999)  
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Ronald J. Zais 
 
Platinum ($10,000–$24,999)   
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Don Jenkins 
Parachute Industry Association 
Pat Thomas/Sun Path Products Inc. 
 
Gold ($5,000–$9,999) 
Kirk Knight 
 
Silver ($1,000–$4,999) 
David Ash  
Bally Ribbon Mills 
James Baly and Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Jean Beck 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. (Peter and      
   Patricia Bourdon) 
Audrey Carpenter 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
DJ Associates 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
John Goswitz 
Michael S. Kearns (dba Eternal Friends of  
   Skydiving) 
John H. King 
Bud LaPointe’s family, friends and  
   fellow skydivers 
Marylou Laughlin 
Stuart Metcalfe 
Linda Miller 
Roberto Montañez 
Chris and Conny Needels 
North American Aerodynamics Inc. 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Diane Pond 
Nate and Jill Pond 
Lenny Potts 
The Rebel Skydivers 
Rigging Innovations Inc. 
Timothy Saltonstall 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
Mark Schubert 
Peggy Sheltra 
Skydive Arizona 
 

 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Larry Stein 
Strong Enterprises 
Paul and Mary Thompson 
Landon Thorne III 
United Parachute Technologies 
Vigil America 
 
Memorial Bench  
Gene Paul Thacker 
    (from Paraclete Real Estate Holdings,           
      LLC/Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio) 

STARWall Bricks 
In Memory of Dori Bachman from  
   Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. (Peter and  
   Patricia Bourdon) 
In memory of Dori Bachman from  
   Paul and Mary Thompson  
Jeffrey Carpenter in loving memory  
   from his wife, Audrey Carpenter  
Bud LaPointe from his family, friends  
   and fellow skydivers  
Rebel Skydivers from the Rebel  
   Skydivers 2015 
Stuart Metcalfe 
In Honor of Cathy Miller from Linda Miller 
In Honor of Clay Schoelpple from  
   Linda Miller 

Bronze ($500–$999) 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
Elizabeth Wilson Foster 
Mike Horan 
J. A. Istel 
Tom Kowalick 
Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc. 
ParaLoft Inc. (Dave DeWolf) 
Pepperell Skydiving Center 
Stefan Banic Foundation 
Reed and Rosemary Tupper 
David Woodhouse 
The family of Kenneth & Marty Lou Zorn,  
   Daniel & Hazel Zorn, Tom Zorn &  
   Marcos Cruz and James Zorn & Rebecca  
   Campbell 
 
Friend ($100–$499) 
Hank Barber 
Marjorie Bates 
William and Cricket Beaudreau 
Woody Binnicker 
Jeffrey Boddiger 
Bo Mabry and Gloria Chace-Mabry 
Donald “Ski” and Donna Chmielewski 
Calen Chrzan 
Rich D’Antonio 
Lee and Barbara Field 
Freedom Wind Tunnel (Neal Gouck) 
George and Sue Frey 
Sergei Givotovsky 
Jim Graham 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
Willliam T. Hamilton 
Norman Heaton 
Jack Jefferies 
John Jefferies 
Rayelene Koontz 
Robert Lewis 

Charles MacCrone 
Brick Mason 
Condon and Kay McDonough 
John and Christi Meyer 
Robert Meyer 
Mid America Sport Parachute Club  
Cathy Miller 
Pat and Alicia Moorehead 
William Morrissey 
Norman H. Olson 
Henry and Lizabeth Ottley 
Jim Papke 
Para Publishing (Dan Poynter) 
Jose Rodriguez 
Tom and Denise Sanders 
Ray Schafer 
Helmut Schlecht 
James Skakoon 
SkyVenture Management LLC 
James Smith 
John Stewart 
Kenneth Strathie 
Rob Szabo 
John Szumila 
Tee Taylor 
Daniel Thompson 
Kevin Thompson 
Jo Timmsen 
United States Parachute Association 
Scott Wallace 
Donna Wardean 
Peter and Ellen Wenk 
Russell and Brooke Wheeler 

Eagles Over Oshkosh 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Jim McCormick 
Larry Stein 
Mark Thompson 

In Honor of Jerry Bourquin 
Dick Myron 

In Honor of Lee Guilfoyle 
J. A. Istel 

In Honor of Mark Limond 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 

In Honor of Slavo Mulik 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 

In honor of the Pelican Skydivers 
Philip Bursley 

In honor of Paul (Pop) Poppenhager 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 
Landon Thorne III 

In honor of Brenda Reid 
Bally Ribbon Mills 

In Honor of Lew Sanborn 
Robert Lewis 
 
 
 

In Memory of Dori Bachman 
James Baly and Maureen McGrath-Baly 
Jane Beard 
Jean Beck 
Bergstrom Foundation  
Ken and Monna Blue 
Blue Skies Magazine, LLC 
Julien and JoAnn Collins 
Robert and Sally Cunningham 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
DJ Associates 
Ray and Jane Drexler 
Joe and Susan Enzenbacher 
Law offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
Judson and Glenda Force 
Sharon Fowler 
Warren and Kathie Grienenberger 
William Haljun 
Robert B. Horowitz 
Jim and Jean Jorgensen 
Kurt and Michelle Kelso 
Jeffrey Krol 
Richard and Colleen MacBlane 
Henry and Barbara Mawicke 
James and Pattie Miller 
Richard and Eloise Neidhardt 
North American Aerodynamics Inc. 
North Shore Printer, Inc. 
Northwest Flyers 
Rian O’Meara 
ParaLoft Inc (Dave DeWolf) 
Lenny Potts 
Thomas and Eleanor Prince 
Dennis and Carol Remke 
Richard Roberts 
Lee and Carol Schlichtemeier 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Mary Suker 
Tee Taylor 
Reed and Rosemary Tupper 
Marsha B. Urbahns 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 
Wintrust Bank 
The family of Kenneth & Marty Lou Zorn,  
   Daniel & Hazel Zorn, Tom Zorn &  
   Marcos Cruz and James Zorn &   
   Rebecca Campbell 
Georgia Zummer 
 
In Memory of Lowell and Dori  
   Bachman 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Sally Thomas 
 
In Memory of Mark Braun 
Kristin Jewell 

In Memory of David Joseph Canales 
Larry Stafford 

In Memory of Bill Hector 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 

In Memory of Steve Martin 
Kenny Garrett 

In Memory of Ted Mayfield 
Dennis Hayes 
 
In Memory of Bob McDonnell 
Kathy McDonnell 

In Memory of Bill Mehr 
J. A. Istel

In Memory of Bill Ottley  
Larry Stafford 

In Memory of Gary Pond 
J. A. Istel 
Nona King 

In Memory of Dan Poynter 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. (Peter and  
   Patricia Bourdon) 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Mike Horan 
ParaLoft Inc. (Dave DeWolf) 
Gary Peek 

In Memory of Jacky Sanborn 
Robert Lewis 
 
In Memory of Bob Sinclair 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Memory of Ted Strong 
J. A. Istel

In Memory of Gene Paul Thacker 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
 
In Memory of Lofty Thomas 
DJ Associates 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert and Jeanine Feldman 
Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc. 
Lenny Potts 
Bruce and Kay Wicks 

In Memory of Vic Valli 
J. A. Istel 
 
In Memory of Ian Wright 
Grace Thomas 

In-Kind Donors 
Jerry Baumchen 
Woody Binnicker 
James Bouchard 
Sonny Hale 
Donald Hayes  
Mike Horan 
Michael Kearns 
Hansoo Ko 
James McCarthy 
Scott McCarthy 
Teri New-Winnie 
Lew Sanborn 
Lofty Thomas 
Bill and Pat Wenger 

Sponsors—2015 Hall of Fame  
   Celebration Weekend 
Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
Hall of Fame Title Sponsor 
 

Connecticut Parachutists Inc. 
DZ Venue and Van Shuttle Sponsor 
 

Kirk Knight/USSOCOM Para-Commandos 
Hall of Fame Banquet Sponsor 

Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
Hall of Fame Reception Sponsor 

Kirk Knight 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 
 

Skydive Arizona 
Inductees’ Dinners Sponsor 
 

Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/Robert  
    & Jeanine Feldman 
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 

Dana P. & MK Engelstad/Kirk Knight
Collegiate Dinners Sponsors 
 

Phil Chiocchio/Bob Lewis 
AV Sponsors 
 

Curt Curtis and Tim Saltonstall 
Pioneers Lounge Sponsors 
 

Strong Enterprises 
Pioneers Recognition Lunch Sponsor 
 

Skydive Dallas 
Food Court/Tent Sponsor 
 

Cypres2 
Name Badge/Lanyard Sponsor 
 

Skydive TV 
Media Sponsor 

Skydive TV Sponsors 
SSK Industries, Inc. 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Para Gear Equipment Co. Inc. 
 

John Goswitz 
Swoop and Chug Sponsor 
(in memory of Dori Bachman) 
 

Skydive Perris 
Pro Am 6-Way Scrambles Sponsor 
 

Michael S. Kearns (dba Eternal Friends
of Skydiving)  
Collegiate Invitational Sponsor 

Gold Table Sponsors 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Charles (Chip) and Suzanne  
   (Poppenhager) Esposito 
Lenny Potts 
Peggy Sheltra 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
United Parachute Technologies/ 
   Vigil America 

Ten-Way Tables 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jill and Nate Pond 
Rigging Innovations Inc. 
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Visit our website at: 

www.skydivingmuseum.org 
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The purpose of the Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public
education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety.
The purpose of the Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through public
education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

2014 Celebration Weekend Continues…. 

VISIT WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  Spring/Summer 2016

 

 More friends, more jumps, more sun and defi-
nitely more fun. That’s what you will find at our 2016 

Hall of Fame 
Celebration 
Event. Sky-
dive Arizona 
staff and the 
Hill family 
hosted the 
2012 cele-
bration event 
and there is 
no doubt 
they will 
make this 
year’s event 
bigger and 
better.

Skydive TV®  will be there to film, record and broadcast
the people and activities. 
 This year’s Hall of Fame inductees, through their 
contributions and efforts, have truly shaped the sport of 
skydiving. The Skydiving Hall of Fame Class of 2016 is: 
Larry K. Bagley, Central, Utah; Dave DeWolf, Elizabeth-
town, Pennsylvania; Edward A. “Doc” Fitch (posthumous);
Dick Fortenberry, Savannah, Georgia; Patrick “Pat” 
Moorehead, Long Beach, California; and Bill Morrissey,
Zephyrhills, Florida. The fundraiser is expected to raise
$100,000 for the museum. 
 The Early Bird Registration/Packet Pick-up will 
be Thursday, October 6, in the Pope Valley Pioneers 
Lounge at Skydive Arizona. Museum trustees will be on 
hand to meet and greet early arrivals. There will be fun 
jumping at the drop zone during the day and then a 
rousing good time as guests begin to arrive. The Pioneers
Lounge is sponsored by Pope Valley Parachute Ranch 
(Curt Curtis and Tim Saltonstall) and will be open for 
cocktails and conversation on Thursday from 4 pm to  
10 pm and throughout the weekend. 

 Starting Friday, enjoy a Gallery Stroll at the drop 
zone featuring skydiving artwork, jewelry and photogra-
phy. Friday jump activities will include an old time 10-way
speed competition out of the venerable DC-3, organized
and sponsored by Skydive Arizona. Strong Enterprises
will host the Pioneers Lunch, open to everyone, honoring 
the pioneers of skydiving. Later in the afternoon, POPS
(Parachutists Over Phorty Society) and its member
groups—SOS, JOS, JOES and JON—will be honored at the
Tribute Reception and Welcome BBQ where young and 
old, pioneers and legends, pros and aspiring champs, can 
meet, sign log books and take selfies. POPS will cap off
the celebration honoring their 50th anniversary with a
demo jump spelling out 5-0.     
 Action continues Saturday at Skydive Arizona for 
more competition and fun jumping. At 9 am, it will be 
wheels up for the Pro-Am Fun Scrambles Competition 
sponsored by Skydive Perris, featuring Arizona Airspeed 
(past and present) as the pros. Throughout the day, the 
Pioneers Lounge and the Gallery Stroll will be open. That 
evening, the big hangar at Skydive Arizona will be lit up 
for the Hall of Fame Reception, Banquet and Induction 
Ceremony where six legends and pioneers will be inducted
into the Hall of Fame. 
 PIA has graciously returned as the Hall of Fame  
Title Sponsor. More than 300 guests 
from around the world, including
many members of the Hall of Fame,
are expected to join us for the
evening reception, banquet, and
induction ceremony to honor the Class of 2016. 
 So join us the weekend of October 6–9 at Skydive
Arizona, Eloy. Check out the enclosed insert for
additional event information, hotel room blocks and
a registration form. You can also show your support
with various sponsorship opportunities including having
banners displayed all weekend and by making monetary
contributions that will be recognized in the weekend
program book. 

education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skyd

COME JOIN US . . . at Skydive Arizona for our
2016 Celebration Event  

      

McCormick Joins Museum as Director of Development 

 President & CEO James F. (Curt) Curtis III is pleased to announce that Jim 
McCormick has joined the Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame as Director of 
Development. At its February meeting, the Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to ask McCormick to join the
team that is moving aggressively to make the museum a
reality.   
 “We are excited to have Jim on board. In 
addition to being well-known in the skydiving community, 
he has a wealth of experience not only in fundraising 
but specifically in museum fundraising,” Curtis observed. 
 Development Committee Chair Dana Engelstad 
expanded, “We started working with Jim when we had 
him create a detailed plan for the pending Capital Campaign that will fund the 
construction of the museum. Through those dealings we came to see that Jim would
be an excellent candidate to guide us through a successful campaign.” 
 McCormick presented the plan for the Capital Campaign to the full board at 
their February meeting. In concert with the Development Committee, he then 
worked with the full board to implement the initial steps of the plan. 
 McCormick’s background in professional fundraising includes running a 
successful capital campaign for a unit of the medical school at the University of
California, Irvine. More recently, he has been part of an ongoing and very successful 
capital campaign for the National World War II Museum in New Orleans. McCormick
is an active skydiver who has earned multiple world, national and state large 
formations records. 
 “I am honored to be part of this momentous project and work with such a 
distinguished board,” McCormick commented. “It is truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience for everyone who is and will become involved in this extraordinary effort.” 

Pat and Jan Works to Receive 2016 Trustees’ Award
 Congratulations to Pat and Jan Works for being selected as this year’s winners of the museum’s Trustees’ 

Award. The presentation of the Trustees’ Award will be made during the museum’s Hall of Fame Banquet and 

Induction Ceremony October 8th at Skydive Arizona, Eloy. 

  Pat and Jan Works first got involved with the Skydiving Museum in 2012 when they were asked to assemble 

an exhibit on formation (AKA ‘relative work’) skydiving from the 1960s through the 1990s for the Skydive Museum 

Weekend Event in Eloy. They tapped into their personal collection of memorabilia to create a popular display that 

they repeated at Skydive Chicago the following year. Shortly after Eloy, Dan Poynter recruited Pat to join the 

Collections and Curatorial Committee as an advisor. He developed an inventory labeling system that will eventually

 link to an existing database for the purpose of cataloguing artifacts that have been donated to the Museum and put

in storage until a permanent warehousing solution for the collection can be settled. 

More recently, he created the museum’s popular online Skydiving Encyclopedia as a searchable WIKI, where others can contribute to building a 

comprehensive and accurate archive on the sport’s history. Jan is responsible for Editorial Oversight (reality checking) to ensure that as much 

as possible, visitors from around the world will find the WIKI to be THE credible resource for information on parachuting in all of its forms. 

 The Trustees’ Award was established to honor and recognize distinguished achievement of individuals or groups for their exemplary 

service, selfless giving and personal commitment to the goals and mission of the Skydiving Museum. 
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