
 

 

“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  Spring/Summer 2020 

The purpose of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving through 
public education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters; capture 

forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 

Parachute Association of South Africa Becomes International Affiliate 
 We are thrilled to announce 
that the Parachute Association of 
South Africa (PASA) has become an 
official International Affiliate of the 
International Skydiving Museum & 
Hall of Fame. We owe a great deal of 
appreciation to our enthusiastic    
supporter Sheila Sharman.   
 International Affiliates are national skydiving           
federations, associations, committees and clubs that desire to 
support the Museum & Hall of Fame and see the                    
accomplishments of their members appropriately recognized.  
 “South Africa is so well suited to be an International 
Affiliate,” notes Development Committee Chair and Museum 

Vice President Graeme Windsor. “They’ve consistently made 
outsized contributions to skydiving.”  
 Sheila Sharman was the special spark that led to PASA 
affiliating. Feeling strongly that her country of birth should be 
recognized for its contributions to skydiving, she collaborated 
with the leadership of PASA and provided vital financial support 
to help make it all come together.  
 Do you have a special affinity for a country that you 
would like to see recognized for its skydiving accomplishments? 
Our Director of Development, Jim McCormick, would be glad to 
talk to you about how you can be a part of bringing that     
country’s skydiving community to the fore. Contact Jim at       
+1(970) 577-8700 or jm@skydivingmuseum.org.  
  

Trustees-at-Large an Amazing Group 
As support for the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame has grown, we have identified some of the prominent and  
well-regarded members of the skydiving community who are “pulling tension” for the project.  This led us to establishing the 
Trustees-at-Large designation.  Trustees-at-Large are an amazing group from many generations of parachutists and skydivers.  We 
are honored to present them all as avid supporters of the Museum & Hall of Fame.  They are... 

    Luke Aikins  
Chuck Akers 
Glenn Bangs 
Albert Berchtold 
George Blythe 
Ian Bobo 
Jerry Bourquin 
Dan Brodsky-Chenfeld 
Bryan Burke 
Sherry Butcher 
Amy Chmelecki 
Kate Cooper-Jensen 
Michael Egger 
Alan Eustace 
Nancy Fayard 
Paul Fayard 

Elizabeth Foster 
Cris Fucci 
Doug Garr 
Chris Gay 
Patrice Girardin 
Claude Gillard 
Craig Girard 
Josh Hall 
Larry Henderson 
John Higgins 
Larry Hill 
John Hitchen 
Jacques-André Istel 
Jack Jefferies 
Carol Jones 
Al King 

Dieter Kirsh 
Joe Kittinger 
Kim Emmons Knor 
Danniel Lee 
Mike McGowan 
Liam McNulty 
Alan Metni 
Joannie Murphy 
Eilif Ness 
Patrick Passe 
Susan Perkins Stark 
Shannon Pilcher 
Pasi Pirttikoski 
Lenny Potts 
Gernot Rittenschober 
Eliana Rodriguez 

Laurie “truck” Sams SC 
Tom Sanders 
Helmut Schlecht 
Sheila Sharman 
Scott Smith 
John Smyth 
Deke Sonnichsen 
Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay Stokes 
Louis Tommaso 
Kirk Verner 
Henny Wiggers 
Greg Windmiller 
Jan Works 
Ron Zais 

The purpose of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is to recognize and promote the sport of skydiving  
through public education and awareness; recognize the contribution to skydiving by its participants, suppliers and supporters;  

capture forever the history of the sport via its events, equipment, and personalities; and enhance aviation safety. 
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2014 Celebration Weekend Continues…. 

VISIT WWW.SKYDIVINGMUSEUM.ORG 

Our Valued Supporters: Thank You!
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“Presenting the Dream of Human Flight”  

Our Valued Supporters:  Thank You! 
A special thank you to those donors who, 
cumulatively, have contributed more than 
$10,000 to the International Skydiving 
Museum (through 2019) 
 
William Ottley Circle  
($1 million & above) 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund  
Parachute Industry Association 
Vakos Development Company 
 
Leonardo Da Vinci Circle 
($500,000—$999,999) 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen  
 
Chairman’s Circle  
($100,000—$499,999) 
Lowell M. Bachman Family/Para-Gear Equipment  
   Co., Inc. 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Karen Dean 
Dana P. and MK Engelstad 
Alan Eustace 
Don Jenkins 
Kirk Knight 
North American Aerodynamics Inc./John Higgins 
Lenny Potts 
Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC &                  
   Vigil America 
United States Parachute Association  
Ron Zais 
 
Founder’s Circle ($50,000—$99,999) 
Anonymous 
Ben & Diane Conatser 
Para Publishing/Dan Poynter 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim & Colleen D’Annunzio 
Raeford Aviation/Gene Paul Thacker 
Tim Saltonstall 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
SSK Industries, Inc./Adam & Nathan Schmucker 
Gene Paul Thacker Celebration of Life 
Thatcher White 
 
President’s Circle  
($25,000—$49,999) 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & Mike Beck   
Paul & Nancy Fayard 
Ellsworth Getchell 
Performance Designs, Inc.  
Bill Schmitt 
Skydive Arizona 
Estate of Robert Waspe 
 
Trustee’s Circle ($10,000—$24,999) 
Australian Parachute Federation 
Larry K. & Cindi Bagley 
Bourdon Forge Co., Inc. 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
Mike Fisher 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Linda Miller 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead/Team-80 
Chris & Conny Needels 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Performance Textiles 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Rigging Innovations Inc./Sandy Reid 
Myrt Rose 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 
Beverly Veley (In memory of Bob Veley Jr.) 
Jan Works 
 
Thank you to members of our  
“Legacy Society” who have  
included the International Skydiving  
Museum in their Will 
Anonymous 
The Captain/Martin Family Trust 
Randy Connell 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Dave DeWolf 
Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Jack & Renee Gregory 
John Higgins 
Don Jenkins 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Kirk Knight 

Legacy Society (cont.) 
Carol Laithwaite (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite) 
Linda Miller 
Chris Needels 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Lenny Potts 
Sandy R. & Brenda G. Reid/The Reid Trust 
Gregory P. Robertson 
Larry Stein 
Jo Timmsen 
Pat Works 
 
Campaign Leaders  
Australian Parachute Federation  
Ben & Diane Conatser 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
Kirk Knight 
North American Aerodynamics Inc./John Higgins 
Performance Textiles 
Parachute Industry Association 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
Bill Schmitt 
SSK Industries, Inc./Adam & Nathan Schmucker 
Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC & 
   Vigil America 
United States Parachute Association 
William H. Ottley Charitable Fund 
Ron Zais 
 
           2019 Donations 
Eagle ($100,000 and above) 
Alan Eustace 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
 
Falcon ($50,000—$99,999) 
Kirk Knight  
 
Kestrel ($25,000—$49,999) 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III  
Paul & Nancy Fayard 
Sun Path Products Inc./Pat Thomas 
United State Parachute Association 
Ron Zais 
 
Platinum ($10,000—$24,999)  
Australian Parachute Federation 
Ben & Diane Conatser 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad 
North American Aerodynamics Inc./John Higgins 
Parachute Industry Association 
SSK Industries, Inc./Adam & Nathan Schmucker 
United Parachute Technologies, LLC &  
   Vigil America 
 
Gold ($5,000—$9,999) 
Manley Butler Jr. 
Robert A. Compton 
Jerry Gleim 
Tom Hayes 
George Nisson 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier  
Bill Schmitt 
Lee & Patsy Sewell 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group  
 
Ambassadors ($5,000) 
Jack Adkins 
Anonymous 
Curt Bachman 
Cindi Bagley 
Larry K. Bagley 
Donald W. Beach 
Lena Bengtsson 
Richard “Buzz” Bennett 
John Benoit 
Kerry Bentley 
Jessica Blay 
Robert Bonitz 
Peter Bourdon 
Jerry Bourquin 
Eric “Ric” Braman 
Vikki Herst Brooks 
David “Dave” Bullen 
Sherry Butcher 
Manley C. Butler, Jr. 
Christopher Clark 
Debbe Collingwood  
  (In memory of Chuck Collingwood) 
Robert A. Compton 
Ben Conatser 

Ambassadors (cont.) 
Diane Conatser 
Melanie Conatser 
Patrick Conatser 
Ray Cottingham 
Ben Currin 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
David Dow 
Jack Dunn 
Mike Dyer 
Dana P. Engelstad 
Alan Eustace 
Nancy Fayard 
Paul Fayard 
Robert Feldman 
Mike Fisher 
Philip F. Flynn 
Elizabeth W. Foster 
Cris Fucci 
Jerry Gleim 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
David TK Hayes 
Janine Hayes 
Tom “Capt 36” Hayes 
Sarah Henderson (In memory of Frank Halcromb) 
John Higgins 
Mike Horan 
Kathryn W. Huff 
Jerry Jackson 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Roger C. Kidd 
Al King 
Joe Kittinger 
Sherry Kittinger 
Kirk Knight 
Peter Kramer 
Xiaoli Lai 
Ray Lallo 
Nancy LaRiviere 
Marylou Laughlin 
Robert V. “Bob” Lewis 
Robert C. MacDonald 
Marshall Madden 
J. Russ Manhold 
John Marcaccio 
Don Mayer 
Trudy McComsey  
  (in memory of Handsome Dave DeWolf) 
Jim McCormick 
Cathy Miller 
Linda Miller 
Alicia Moorehead 
Pat Moorehead 
Tanya Murnock 
Dan Myers (In memory of Kathy Barry) 
Chris Needels 
George Nisson 
Norman H. Olson 
Susan Perkins Stark 
Douglas Sean Pinkham 
Steve Pisano 
Suzanne Poppenhager 
Lenny Potts 
Gillian Rayner 
James N. Rees Jr. 
Sandy Reid 
Simon Repton 
Robert “Rhyno” Rhynearson 
Stephen Salisbury 
Tim Saltonstall 
Laurie “truck” Sams SC 
Carol Schlichtemeier 
Lee Schlichtemeier 
Shari Schmidt 
Bill Schmitt 
Adam Schmucker 
Nathan Schmucker 
William “Tripp” Schwab III 
Lee Sewell 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
SFC Larry Stafford USA Ret. 
Cheryl Stearns 
Larry Stein 
Jay Stokes 
Fran Strimenos 
Robert W. Stumm 
John Szumila 
Tiffany Szumila 
Mallory Tarcher 
Tee Taylor 
Kathleen Anne Terry 
Bill Thetford 

Ambassadors (cont.) 
Pat Thomas 
Landon Thorne 
Jo Timmsen 
Laura Tyler 
Beverly Veley (In memory of Bob Veley Jr.) 
Ed Vickery 
Kristin Vines 
Chris Wagner 
Donna Wardean-Dann 
Tim Weible 
Billy Whitaker 
Bruce Wicks 
Dick Williams (In memory of Joan Williams) 
Chris Windsor 
Graeme Windsor 
David “Woody” Woodhouse 
Jan Works (In memory of Pat Works) 
Gary Young 
Ron Zais 
 
Silver ($1,000—$4,999) 
Sam Alexander 
Curt Bachman 
Cindi Bagley 
Lena Bengtsson 
Kerry Bentley 
Robert Bonitz 
Jerry Bourquin 
Eric “Ric” Braman 
Sherry Butcher 
Butler Parachute Manufacturing 
Christopher Clark 
Debbe Collingwood 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Melanie Conatser 
Patrick Conatser 
Kate Cooper-Jensen 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & Mike Beck  
David Dow 
Jack Dunn 
Mike Dyer 
Mike Fisher 
Elizabeth Foster 
Cris Fucci 
Nancy Gruttman-Tyler 
David TK Hayes 
Sarah Henderson 
Vikki Herst Brooks 
Kathryn W. Huff 
Rhonda M. Joyce 
Michael Shawn Kearns 
Roger Kidd 
Sherry Kittinger 
Peter Kramer 
Ray Lallo 
Marylou Laughlin 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/Robert &  
   Jeanine Feldman 
Robert V. “Bob” Lewis 
Robert C. MacDonald 
Marshall Madden 
Jim McCormick 
Cathy Miller 
Linda Miller 
Roberto Montañez 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Dan Myers 
Chris Needels 
Paraclete Real Estate Holdings, LLC/ 
   Tim D’Annunzio 
ParaLoft Inc./Dave DeWolf 
Performance Textiles 
Perris Valley Aviation Services/Pat & Melanie  
   Conatser 
Douglas Sean Pinkham 
Steve Pisano 
Nate & Jill Pond 
Lenny Potts 
Gillian Rayner 
James N. Rees, Jr. 
Rigging Innovations, Inc./Sandy Reid 
Stephen Salisbury 
Tim Saltonstall 
Laurie “truck” Sams SC 
Tom Sanders 
Skydive City 
Skydive Moab 
Skydivers Over Sixty 
Cheryl Stearns 
Jay Stokes 
Fran Strimenos 

 
A special thank you to those donors who, 
cumulatively, have contributed more than 
$10,000 to the International Skydiving 
Museum (through 2019) 
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3rd Party Events Benefit Skydiving Museum 

A third-party fundraiser is a        
company, organization or           
individual that wishes to hold a  
promotion, event or sale to benefit 
the Skydiving Museum where the 
museum has no financial                  
responsibility and minimal or no 
staff involvement is required.  If you 
are interested in organizing an 
event that supports the Skydiving 
Museum, please contact Nancy 
Kemble at 540-604-9745 or                               
nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org.  

STARWall . . . Skydiver Tribute & Recognition 
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National Skydiving Museum 
5401 Southpoint Centre Blvd 

Fredericksburg, VA  22407 
Phone:  (540) 604-9745 
Fax:      (540) 604-9741 

 

Visit our website at: 
www.skydivingmuseum.org 

                                            presented a $2,000 check to 
the Skydiving Museum for two recent events, the 
American Revolution Boogie held the fourth of July 
weekend and Casino Night, Saturday, October 4th. 
Activities at the DZ October 4 included the Štefan Banič 
6-Way Speed Star event (pictured left /Photo by David Ryder) 

T he museum’s Memorial and In Honor of Brick Program 
has been renamed STAR – Skydiver Tribute and
Recognition Wall. 

Celebrate your career in skydiving or recognize and celebrate the life of someone special 
(living or deceased) by honoring them with a brick engraved with your personal message.  
Your brick will become a permanent part of skydiving history on the STAR – Skydiver 
Tribute and Recognition Wall that will be prominently located as part of the museum. 

You are invited to participate in the STARWall Program for a special donation of $1,000 
(payable at one time or up to 12 easy monthly credit card payments). The Skydiving     
Museum is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation (tax ID #23-7181972) and all donations 
are deductible for income tax purposes to the full extent of the law. Anyone who            
participates in the program will receive a miniature “thank you” brick to acknowledge 
their contribution to the museum. Use it as a paperweight or add a magnet and put it on 
your refrigerator. If you are purchasing a brick for someone special, we will send a letter 
stating your intentions to that individual or their family. 

To make your year-end donation and become part of the STARWall,  fill out the donation 
form on the back page of this newsletter and check the “STARWall” brick line. 

Heroes Skydiving 100-Way         
Sequential Event, held October    
2–5, at the Florida Skydiving  

Center, Lake Wales, raised 
$2,002 for the Skydiving Museum & Hall of  Fame!  
From left: Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame Board President & CEO, 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III, Louis French (member, Heroes Skydiving 
leadership team) and Board Trustee & Development Committee Chair, 
Dana Engelstad. (Photo by Sean Capogreco) 

  Special thanks to Sandy Reid and the                
Midwest Skydivers Reunion that held a 
Labor Day reunion in Ray, MI, to benefit 
the museum. Competitive teams from 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin   
actively competing in the ’70s and ’80s converged on 
Midwest Freefall Skydiving Club for four days of   
skydiving, storytelling, gear demonstrations, oral 
history interviews and general camaraderie. A fun 
time was had by all! 

   

 

 
 

Silver $1,000–$4,999 (cont.)  
Superior Flight Solutions LLC/Greg Windmiller 
John Szumila 
Mallory Tarcher 
Bill Thetford 
Landon Thorne III 
Jo Timmsen 
Laura Tyler 
Ed Vickery 
Chris Wagner 
Donna Wardean-Dann 
Tim Weible 
Bruce Wicks 
Dick Williams 
Chris Windsor 
Graeme Windsor 
Jan Works 
Women’s Star Crest Recipients Awards  
 
Bronze ($500–$999)  
Bally Ribbon Mills 
Robert & Judy Celaya 
Laura Escobedo 
Ginger Davis 
Bill Morrissey 
Performance Designs, Inc. 
William “Tripp” Schwab III 
Family of Jim Tafralian (Diane, Karen, Michael  
   & Nancy) 
Tony’s Suits/Tony Uragallo 
Gary Young 
 
STARWall Brick 
Robert Bonitz 
Skydivers Over Sixty—SOS-WSOS-JOS 2019  
   Record Teams 
 
In Honor of Cindi Bagley (Happy Birthday!) 
Linda Miller 

In Honor of Daniel “Blikkies” Blignaut, Bill 
Booth, Mark Procos and United Parachute 
Technologies 
Alan Eustace 
 
In Honor of Author, Norm Heaton 
Mike Horan 
 
In Honor of John Higgins 
Nate & Jill Pond 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Honor of Andy Keech 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Honor of Coy O. McDonald III 
David & Deanna Plank 
 
In Honor of Jump Pilots, Parachuting    
Competition Judges, & US Parachute Team 
Coaches 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Honor of D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
Barbara Roquemore 
         
In Memory of Jim Arender 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
 
In Memory of Lowell & Dori Bachman 
Ray & Jane Drexler 
Marsha Urbahns 
 
In Memory of Larry Bagley 
John Higgins 
Kirk Knight 
Linda Miller 
Lenny Potts 
Superior Flight Solutions LLC/Greg Windmiller 
Paul & Mary Thompson 
 
In Memory of Chuck Collingwood 
Vikki Herst Brooks 
John Higgins 
Cathy Miller 
Team Raeford 
 
In Memory of Dick Cordaro 
Jim & Sue Beck 

 
DJ Associates, Inc./Jean Beck & Mike Beck 
John Higgins 
David & PK Kline 
Jim McCormick 
Karl & Kathy Poruben 
Lenny Potts 
Margaret Selway 
 
In Memory of Lee Dunlap 
John & Eileen Coughlin 
Jan Dunlap 
 
In Memory of Dick Fortenberry 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
 
In Memory of Pelon Guerrero 
Tony Peralta 
 
In Memory of Frank Halcromb 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Memory of Gene Hunnell 
Barbara Roquemore 
 
In Memory of Coy McDonald Jr. 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Jeff & Stacy Fuscardo 
David Gilmore 
David & Becky McCloskey 
Linda Miller 
David & Deanna Plank 
Ross Ringler 
Bruce & Kay Wicks 
 
In Memory of Nate Pond 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
 
In Memory of Frank Sammis 
Richard Baker 
 
In Memory of James Tafralian 
Howard & Catherine Atesian 
Thomas Baranowski 
Gloria Boyajian 
Carol Cholmakjian 
Doreen Diggs 
Farmington Hills Inpatient Pharmacy 
Thomas & Catherine Folkmier 
Sarah Johnson 
The Kramer & Caldwell Families 
Lillian Kudwa 
Dicron & Sue Mahakian 
Jeff & Carolyn Mayer 
Family of Jim Tafralian (Diane, Karen, Michael &  
   Nancy) 
Joseph & Carol Miskovich 
Martha Munson 
Edwin Neffian 
Jakki Peters 
Sandy Reid 
Setrak Shahinian 
Al Shaya 
Abraham Sheppard 
Sue Smith 
Linda Soultanian 
Dave Sumara 
Richard & Lisa Tafralian 
Sema Tafralian & Denise Tafralian Kramer 
Vahan Vahanian 
Marianne & Charles Gedigian Villarrubia 
John & Marilyn Wanko 
John Weimeister 
Denise Wiginton 
Kenneth Yagoobian 
 
In Memory of Tom Timmsen—Loving Father, 
Veteran, Grandfather, Brother & Husband 
Jeff McVey 
 
In Kind Donors 
James “Guido” Davis—Top POP USA 
Robert Folline 
Norman H. Olson 
Ronald Rusakiewicz 
Dick Stauffacher 
Beverly Veley (In memory of Bob Veley Jr.) 
 
  
 

Sponsors—2019 Hall of Fame Celebration 
Parachute Industry Association (PIA) 
Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction  
   Ceremony Presenting Sponsor 
 
Skydive Perris 
DZ Venue Sponsor 
10-Way Speed STAR WARS Sponsor 
 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group 
Hall of Fame Reception Sponsor 
 
Anonymous 
Hall of Fame Members Registration Sponsor 
 
Kirk Knight 
Inductees’ Blue Blazer Sponsor 
 
DJ Associates/SSK Industries Inc. 
T-Shirt Sleeve Sponsors 
 
Law Offices of Robert L. Feldman/ 
   Robert & Jeanine Feldman 
Guest Giveaway Sponsor 
 
Phil Chiocchio/Tyler Chiocchio 
Video Production Sponsors 
 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III & Tim Saltonstall 
Pioneers Lounge Sponsors 
 
Ric & Pat Braman 
Path of Excellence Tribute Reception & Welcome 
BBQ Sponsor (In memory of Larry “Bags” Bagley) 
 
Strong Enterprises/Marcie LaVanway 
Pioneers Reunion Lunch Sponsor 
 
Team Raeford  
Wine Sponsor 
 
Ron & Emily Zais 
Inductees’ Dinners Sponsor 
 
Skydive City 
Centerpiece Sponsor 
 
Cypres 
Name Badge/Lanyard Sponsor 
 
Sun Path Products, Inc. 
Cocktail Napkins Sponsor 
 
Lee & Carol Schlichtemeier 
Forum Featuring Alan Eustace, Skydiving from 
Space, Setting Records Sponsor 
 
Women’s Star Crest Recipients Awards 
Forum Featuring Luke Aikins, Pushing the  
Boundaries, No Parachute No Problem Sponsor 
 
PIA/Dave DeWolf 
Gear Thru the Years Sponsors 
 
Skydive Moab/Keith MacBeth 
Canopy Formation Night Formation World Record 
Sponsor 
 
Gold Table Sponsors 
Complete Parachute Solutions, Inc. 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
D. C. “Deke” Sonnichsen 
Sun Path Products, Inc./Pat Thomas  
United Parachute Technologies LLC &  
   Vigil America  
USPA 
 
Ten-Way Tables 
Sam Alexander  
Kate Cooper-Jensen 
James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
Dana P. & MK Engelstad  
Rhonda M. Joyce 
John Higgins 
Pat & Alicia Moorehead 
Rigging Innovations 
Tom Sanders 
Perris Valley Aviation Services 
Skydiver Resurrection Award Group  

The International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its donors in 2019.  

** We regret any errors or omissions in this list. If you note an error or missing name, please contact us at nkemble@skydivingmuseum.org so that we may correct our records. 
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James F. (Curt) Curtis III 
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 Bill started jumping while attending Southern Illinois University in 1971 and is still an active

competitive and fun jumper with over 10,300 jumps. Competitively, he has been a national champion,

world champion and world record holder in accuracy, 8-way and large formation as a civilian and a

member of the Army Golden Knights. Bill coached the U.S. Air Force Parachute Team to 19 national

championships. He served on the USPA Board of Directors for 12 years, serving as a member and chair of

the Competition Committee. He has worked as meet director for 10+ National and Collegiate National

Championships. In 2016, Bill was the meet director for the World Championships Mondial which was the

 Bill Wenger has joined the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame Board of Trustees.

largest International Championships ever in the U.S. He is a multi-engine, commercial, and instrumented rated pilot with over

2,000 hours flying jumpers. When not in the air, Bill spends his time underwater with 3rd Coast Divers, his local scuba diving club.

He is a Master Scuba Diver.

 The leadership of the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame is not

letting the challenges presented by the coronavirus distract from moving forward

toward determining the permanent location of the facility.

 The search has been narrowed to a few sites which are being subjected to

methodical and thorough analysis of their suitability. Our effort to finalize agreements

with tunnel operators to be co-located with the Museum & Hall of Fame continue. As

part of the process, a highly regarded team of economists has provided objective and

professional analysis of the sites under consideration. In addition, we are working with

a team of professionals including real estate brokers, planners, engineers, surveyors,

title officers and attorneys as we interact with local planning agencies regarding our

plans.

 More details will be provided to our valued supporters as soon as possible.

 Make the International Skydiving Museum & Hall of Fame part of your legacy

when you prepare or update your will or estate plan. For more information on how to

join the Legacy Society, contact Jim McCormick at +1(970) 577-8700 or

jm@skydivingmuseum.org or visit www.skydivingmuseum.org, click on “Join the Team” 

then “Legacy Society.”

 Thank you to members of our Legacy Society:  Anonymous, The Captain/

Martin Family Trust, Randy Connell, James F. (Curt) Curtis III, Dave DeWolf, Robert & 

Jeanine Feldman, Jack and Renee Gregory, Johnny Higgins, Don Jenkins, Michael Shawn 

Kearns, Kirk Knight, Carol Laithwaite (on behalf of Brian Laithwaite), Linda Miller, Chris 

Needels, William H. Ottley Charitable Fund, Lenny Potts, Sandy R. & Brenda G. Reid/The 

Reid Trust, Gregory P. Robertson, Larry Stein, Jo Timmsen, and Pat Works.

Bill Wenger Joins Museum’s Board of Trustees


